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The PRINTER to the READER. 


2 many Hiſtories, as well antient as modern,” which have in former Times borrowed | 
our Eng; Phraſe to ſpeak withal, this (gentle Reader) here of Valentine and Or/ar, Sons to 
the Emperor of Greece, now once again re-printed, craves free Paſſage of thy Acceptance, and puts 
itſelf to the Cenſure of thoſe Hiſtoriographers, who make Invention the eldeſt Daughter of the ſeven 
Sciences, Therefore, conſidering with myſelf the Worthineſs of the Story, with the Variety there- 


ow 


of, being many Years ago firſt written in French, and fince tranſlated into Eugliſb, where it hath found | 


a favourable Welcome, as well of Superiors as Inferiors : I have now again to my Coſt and Charge, 
Publiſhed it to the Eye and Ear of ſuch, to be ſeen and heard, as take Neaſure in theſe kind of Wri- 
tings. Tt is furniſh'd with. much State, of Matter, Elegancy and Invention, and deck'd forth with 
many fair Models and lively Pictures, all pertinent and agreeable to the Subject of the Hiſtory, which 
J have cauſed to be newly cut, not only to make it carry the more Grace in Reading, but more Luſtre 
jn heroick Atchievements of knightly Adventures. For here may the Princely Mind ſee his own Mo- 
del; the knightly Tilter his martial Atchievements ; and the amorous Lady her dulcet Paſſages of 
Love. Here are Countries with the Courts of Kings decipher'd; the Magnitude.of Honours laid 
open; and the true Form of Tournaments deſcrib'd, and between Knight and Knight are here moſt 
lively Combats pourtrayed to the great Content of the Reader. Let no Man therefore think his Time 
III fpent, or his Labour loſt, where the Matter affords ſuch Copiouſneſs of Pleaſure. The Hiſtory, 
for the Strangeneſs, may well bear the Title of Courtly. Contents, tor indeed it is a Garden of Courtly 
Delights, wherein grow Flowers of an extraordinary Savour, that gives Scent in the Boſom of Nobles, 
Ladies, Knights and Gentlewomen: It gives alſo a working to the Minds of dull Country Swains, 
and, as it were, leads them to ſearch for martial Atchievements, befitting many Paſtimes. Herein is 
- alſo contained the true Difference betwixt Art and Nature; for in Valentine is comprehended the Edu- 
cation of Art; and in Or/or the true working of Nature; for being both one Emperor's Sons, the 
one brought up in a Prince's Palace, the other among Savage Beaſts; now makes the Current paſs 
with more Admiration to the Reader. Mark but the Courage of wild Orſon, and you ſhall find that 
Nature hath a Being above Art ; but yet Nature bettered by Art hath a more noble working. The 
Hiſtory here written was tranſlated 6ut of French into Engliſb above two hundred Years ago, by one 
Henry Watſon, and ſince that time hath been by him corrected, and put into a more plain Stile, and 
followed on the Preſs, till this preſent Edition, which I have (as you ſee) here publiſhed for thy Bene- 
fit. Therefore, gentle Reader, accept of this my Coſt and Pains, who had rather prove a Loſer, than 
ſo worthy a Story as this ſhould lie in Obſcurity ; for there are few Subjects of human Carriage, but 
are herein handled, therefore the more fitting to be ſeen into. If you deſire to ſee the Care and Trou- 
ble of Kings, here they are ; if you defire'to know the Battles of martial Champions, here they are ; 
if for courtly Tournaments and Combats of Princes, here they are; if the T'ravels 'of knightly Ad- 
ventures, here they are; if of the Sorrows of diſtreſs'd Ladies here they are; if of ſtrange Birds and 
 favage Education, here they are; if of Friends long loſt, and their joyſul Meeting again, here they 
are; if of Charms and Enchantments, here they are; if of the Reward of Traitors and Treaſons, 
here they are; if of long Captivities and Impriſonments, here they are; Yea, here are all the Varieties, 
and Paſſages that may furniſh forth a Hiſtory fit for a Reader's Pleaſure; for no unſeemly Words or 
Speeches are here contain d, but ſuch as are modeſtly carried. Conſidering all which Jam now en- 
couraged to put this old Story into a new Livery, and not ſuffer that to lie buried, that a little Coſt may 
keep alive. And ſo, gentle Reader, craving thy kind Acceptance, I wiſh thee as much Willingneſs 
to the Reading, as I have been forward in the Printing; and ſo I end, ES. | 


Farewel. 
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VALENTINE and ORSON. 


C. HAP. I. | | : 

How King Pepin baniſhed his Queen Bertha; and how he gave his Sifter Belliſant in Marriage to Alex- 

ander Emperor of Conſtantinople. 15 
E find it ſet down in antient Chronicles, That the thrice noble and valiant Pepin, ſome time 
| King of France, took to Wife Bertha, who was deſcended of no leſs than Royal Race : This 
Lady was exceeding fair and wiſe, but wondrouſly incumbered with wany Adverſities and Troubles, 
enviouſly beſet on every Side, which with great Patience ſhe ſuffered. The chief Inſtrument of all 
=” Miſchief towards this good Queen was plotted, and effected by a falſe and curſed old Woman, who 
2 firſt of all brought her into Diſgrace with the King her Huſband, and after to be quite baniſhed his Bed, 
- + While ſhein a cunning manner, brought in a Daughter of her own in the Queen's ſtead : This old Wo- 
man having thus brought her Treachery to effect, (for her Daughter ſomewhat reſembled Bertha), it ſo + 
came to pals that Kink Pepin had two Sons by this Maiden, to wit Haufray and Henry, both whick *: 
Sons ſo grieved the King, and waſted the Country of France, by their Outrages and Fury, that in the 
End they cauſed the Queen Bertha to be utterly baniſhed, where ſhe paſſed a great Part of her Days 
in doleful Lamentations and Abundance of Sorrow: She long endured thoſe miſerable Days of Sor 
row, but at laſt began to receive Comfort again; for ſo it chanced after, at the earneſt Requeſt of divers 
great Peers and Lords of France, this good Queen began to find Favour with the King her Hufba 
who (when he knew the Treachery that wicked old Woman had plotted againſt her) much bewailed the 
Miſeries ſhe had endured, and with great Honour and Triumph received her again moſt.kindly. The 
Queen being thus reſtored to her former Bed, in ſhort time conceived, and bare unto the ng a goodly 
Son named Char/emain the Puiſſant; but the King himſelf was continually hunted from Place to Place 
by the aforeſaid Haufray and Henry, and at laſt compelled by them to forſake his Realm, as bere- 
after follows more at large in the enſuing Hiſtory. My purpoſe in this is, to ſet down unto the Res- 
der, the whole matter contained in this Book; and eſpecially the valiant Acts and Deeds of, 285 2 
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and Orſon. This King Pepin had a Siſter named Belliſant, a Woman of great Wit, Beauty, and : 

the Endowments that Nature might afford, which cauſed her Brother's Love mightily to appear to all 
the World, in the ardent Love and Affection that he bare her. It chanced ſo that the Fame of this 
lovely Perſonage ſpread itſelf abroad in other Regions, that at laſt Alexander Emperor of ee 
who was much inflamed with her Beauty, came into France, accompanied with a gallant Trocp of his 
Nobility, all rich ſet out with all manner of Pomp belonging to ſuch great Perſonages. This Em erop, | 
ſhortly after his Arrival, ſaddenly aſſembled all his Lords in their rich Habiliments, appoint VM 
g Pepin's Courts; which, when he underſtood, he Joyfully 


them to take their way towards Kin d | 
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2 be H ORT VALENTINE amd ORSON. 
tained them, and quickly granted the Emperor's Requeſt. King Pepin underſtanding this ſudden but 
Joyful News, made great Preparations in his Court for entertaining this noble Emperor. All things 
being in a Readineſs, King Pepin with all his noble Train, went to meet Alexander Emperor of Con- 
AHantinopie; whom when they met, they received with great Joy, and conducted him to the Court of 
France, where fair Belliſant was ; and ſhe received him with no leſs Joy than her Brother had done be- 
fore; and there they ſpent their Time in Joy and Triumph. | "M 

This Marriage being once publickly known among all the Inhabitants, Joy began to ſhew forth itſelf 


F 1 be continued betwixt us: In Token whereof I take Witneſs of all that are preſent [ 


your Safety and Succour all the Days of my Life.” King Pepin being now departed from the Emperor, 
arned himſelf to his Siſter, and in this Manner takes his Leave: Fair Siſter, (quoth he) think no 
longer of this Country of France, wherein you have ſpent your Infant Days, but remember you are 


Lamentations and Tears were 8 1 and all for the poor Lady, which by reaſon of falſe Accuſations 
iereaſter more at large you ſhall perceive. _ „ 
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How the Arch-Prieft of Conſtantinople betrayed the Emperor his Lord and Maſter, in making Love to fair 
Belliſant he Empreſs ; and what Evil follcaued thereupon. 


N Conflantinople lived an Arch-Prieft, in whom the Emperor put fuch Truſt, and loved ſo fervently, 


that he beſtowed upon him great Riches and Poſſeſſions, and committed all his Boſom Thoughts unto 
his Secrecy; and in the end, made him ſole Governor and Commander over all his Houſe ; alſo he was 
the Emperor's Confeſſor, and one of his greateſt Favourites, for which he afterwards had many a ſorrow- 


ful Heart. The Arch-Prieſt forgetting all the Emperor's Favours, and great Honours done unto him, 


being entangled and overcome with the Beauty of the new Empreſs, which excelled all mortal Creatures 3 


inordinate Luft prevailed with him ſo far, that there was nothing Rood in his Way, fave only a fit Cppor- 


tunity to ſettle this his Determination. At laſt it chanced that he eſpied her all alone, fitting ſolitary in 
her Chamber, which this Arch-Prieft well obſerving, he came in and ſat down by her: At laſt he began to 
beho'd her with a ſmiling Countenance ; of all which the Lady miſtruſted nothing, for that ſhe well ve- 
membred his Greatneſs with the Emperor, and Familiarity in the Houſe ; and ſhe never ſo much as once 
dream'd or thought of ſuch an Evil, as that he thereby would colour ſo filthy an Act as to motion to her 
Diitonour, eſpecially towards the Emperor, his worthy Lord and Maſter, who ſo dearly eſteemed him, 
and ſo much affected him: But there is never more Danger like to enfue than when one of the ſame 
Houſe intendeth Treaſon. But at laſt, after many impure Geſtures, and ſitting ſtill by this worthy and 
virtüous Lady, he began to utter his laſcivious Thoughts in this Manner: 

© Right dear and ſovereign Lady (ſaid he) 1 am your Servant and Chaplain, therefore ] beſcech you not 
to ſtop your Ears, but rather ſet them wide open to hear my rude Words, eſpecially for that Iam burnt up 
in Affection towards 2 fair Perſon, and for whoſe Love 1 have ſuffered intolerable torments in my fiery 


| Botom : Know therefore (my dear redoubted Lady) that the Beauty of your admirable Perſon, and the ſu- 


— 


pernal Form wherein you are framed and compoſed, hath even raviſhed my Spirits, broken my Heart, ſplit 


my whole Senſes in ſunder, and quite bereft me of Reſt, both by Day and Night, and only with doting 
upon your Peerleſs Beauty. Again, fair Lady, my Meat, Drink, Manners, yea, and my Countenance. inſo- 
much that my only Requeſt and Prayers unto the Gods; is even this, that they would ſo inchant that Heart 
of yours, that you would at length give Conſent unto me your Vaſſal, that I might not only ſerve you, but 


$ allo delight you in all thoſe Pleaſures you are ordained unto. If, Lady, you refuſe me, and caſt me off, 


denving thoſe my reſtleſs I houghts (than which nothing will ſooner cut my Heart aſunder)] can look for 
nothing but preſent Death, and rather covettherein to be lock'd faſt as in Priſon, than receive a Denial from 
thoſe your fair Lips. Alas! fair Lady, you are renowned in all the Gifts of Nature, fair, amiable, cour- 
teous, gentle, and youthful; be not then the Cauſe, that I ſhould determine my Life by loſing your Love, 
but rather grant what I deſire, and thereby make me yours in hearty Affection, But, fair Lady, hapiy 
you will urge, How dare you offend the Gods in this unlawful Act? To this, fair Lady, 1 anſwer, I am one 
of the Vicars of the Gods upon Earth, and therefore it wholly reſts in my Power to abſolve you of your Sins, 
and enjoin your Penance; which, truſt me Lady, ſhall fall out to be very eaiy, ſo you grant me Love. 


| Theſe Speeches of his being ended, the Lady thereunto, out of a grave and prudent Carriage, 


made unto this perjured Prieſt, this excellent Reprehenfion, and Anſwer. * Ah! thou falſe, unjuſt, 
diſloyal and deviliſh Prieſt, Stain to ail thy Profeſſion ; how dareſt thou once open thy perjured 
Mouth to ſuch a Maſs of Villainies as thereon may enſue ? Firlt, as I may ſay, againſt the Sacred 


Order: 3 but more principally, againſt the Majeſty of that Emperor that ever nouriſhed 


thee in the Bond of tender Compaſſion and Love, and hath raiſed: thee to great Dignities far unfit 
for ſuch a Devil incarnate ; and from whom may juſtly proceed the Sentence of Condemnation both 


on thee and me, if he ſhould but underſtand thy lafcivious and wicked Practices, Thou (I ſay) Devil, | 


and worſe than Devil, thou that ſhoutdſt be unto me Inſtruction, and alſo Guide to my Lite and 


Converſation, in this thou goeſt about my utter Ruin and Deſtruction by thy evil Conditions, even 


beyond that good Expectation which the Emperor truſted to be in thee. O never grant ye Gods. 
that the Blood of Fronce, from whence I am deſcended, nor the Emperor, my loving Lord, ſhould be 


diſhonoured, either by me in my Body, or thro' my Privi:y in any other Manner. O falſe accurſed Man. 


behold whereunto thou wouldſt deliver me: Firſt, unto the utter Ruin and Spoil of mine Honour ; next 


* 


4 7 20 OF V AF IN IINDL AHA OF N. 
of Death and the Devil. Let fall, I ſay, all vile deviliſh Provocations to Luſt, and leave for ever 
f hereafter, to ſollicit me in this Manner, which if thou further proſecute unto me, thou canſt look | 
for nothing bu: a ſhameful Downfal and a moſt damnable Death. Therefore with this Anſwer de- 
art, and tee that you attempt me no more. | 1 
This angry Farewel of the worthy Empreſs ſtung the Prieſt at the very Heart, but at that Time 
durſt make no further Reply unto the fair Lady concerning Love; but as a Man all compoſed of Rage, 
and Fury, he then departed, diſcontent at his moſt unfortunate Change. At laſt, when he could no 
longer hold, he excuſed himſelf unto the Lady, craving Pardon for his bold, ſaucy, and raſh Follies PE 
committed, but yet could find no Remedy to reſtore his Honour. Thus being fore troubled in Mind, 
divers Ways he reſolved what to do upon Revenge, which he accordingly effected by Treaſon againſt 
the innocent Lady. The Emperor knew nothing of this Matter from the Empreſs Belliſant, how the 
Arch Prieſt would have enticed her to Diſhonour, and would have drawn her to diſloyalty to the 
Emperor by ſo great a Crime. The Arch - Prieſt having now began to ſet abroach his deviliſh Practices, 
began to bethink him how he might effect what he had determined, and alſo preſerve the Reputation 
of his former Honours Which the Emperor had beſtowed upon him; whereupon at laſt he reſolved, . 
that he would cunningly, under the Cloak of Diſſimulation, bear fair Weather towards the Emperor, 
as alſo ſeemed to ſhew how great a Care he had for his Preſervation, and make known his Loyalty and | 
 watchfu! Care that he ever had towards the Welfare of his Eſtate and Perſon: ſo it befe], that on a 
Day, when he ſpied a fit Opportunity, taking the Emperor all alone, he began to ſpeak to him in 
this manner : 

* Right high and mighty Emperor, and my very good Lord and Maſter, I cannot chuſe but recount 
and highly eſteem the many and innumerable Favours and great Kindneſs, which I have always re- 
ceived from your mighty Highneſs ; Wherefore as Duty doth always bind me, I am ever moſt 
watchful over the Paſlages of your Eſtate, in which I now ſtand by you appointed; but eſpecially 
in that you have made me ſole Commander in your Houſe, and therein truſted me above all others : 
Therefore, it is my Duty to bewray unto you all thoſe Carriages that any way concern your high and 
mighty Perſon ; wherefore | beſeech your Highneſs to give Ear to that which I ſhall now diſcloſe 
unto you; for I had rather ſufter all the T'orments of Death, than ta hide any Thing from you, 
and the rather, for that it nearly vwoucheth your Perſon and Honour. Emperor! thus it is, Bel- 
liſant your Wife, and Siſter to the King of France, ſhe whom you have advanced to this State and 
Dignity, faileth in the Duty and Loyalty which ſhe oweth unto her dread Lord ; for ſhe wandereth 
in her Love, giveth that unto another, which is proper only for yourſelf : To name the Perſon uno 
your Majeſty, I will not, for you know 1 am a ſacred Prieſt, and may not ſeek the Blood of 
any Man; but yet, know for certain, that by the way of Confeſſion I came unto the Light * 
thereof, whereof I neither ought, nor will bewray the Name of him that thus uſurps your Bed: 
But let it ſuffice, there is not a more unclean - laſcivious Woman liveth in your Court or Kingdom, 
whereby your Life is in Danger, your Honour defamed, and my Duty towards you approved by 
what I have told you. My Advice therefore is, to be wary of your Perſon, and correct this her 
Folly, but yet mildly and wiſely, always with the Preſervation of your Honour. For will it not 
be a great ſhame among the Princes of the Earth, that you have taken a Wife Sitter to a great 
King, one who for Beauty is ncomparable, her Nobleneſs and Wiſdom is not to be outſhined by 
any earthly Lady, and to prove a Whore ? and what worſe is, one who daily deſireth your Death; 

which grieves my Heart to think upon.” | | 
The Emperor having thus heard this long Accuſation, little miſtruſted the Treachery of the 
Arch-Prieſt, but gave Credit to all his fair, but falſe Words, and therewith became extream 7; 
penſive and fad, that his Truſt in her beauteous Love had been thus deceived. At laſt, having 
many Days in many Places uttered forth many diſcontented Geſtures, Words and Sighs, and 
many grievous Acclamations, even in the Imperial Palace, he gave reſt a while unto his dif- 
: <ontented Paſſions; but. waken'd Revenge to wait a fitter Opportunity. And upon a Day, 
* -entring into the Chamber of his fair Lady Belliſant, without ſpeaking any Word to her at all, 
in a moſt ' fierce, rude, and unmannerly order, took his Lady by the Head, and pulling her = 
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the Hair, he dra g'd her about the Chamber, throwing heron the Ground in ſuch a horrid Manner, 
that the Blood betmear'd her Face in a moſt inhuman Sort. She receiving from her Lord ſuch unlook'd 
for Welcome, cried out in a lamentable Manner, as well as ſhe was able, began to ſay, Alas! (my 


dear Lord) what moveth you to this unwelcome Outrage? I call the Gods to Witneſs, I never did any 
thing in my Life, either againſt your Honour or Life, or even proſtituted my Body to any Stranger's 
Love. he Emperor not being thus ſatisfied, replied, ſaying, Thou Whore, I am too well informed | 
| of thy Proceedings; and curſed be the Day and Hour that ever I ſaw thy deccivable Face. Abd 
| therewithal, without any Pity, daſhed her Head againſt the Ground, leaving her ſpecchleis, infomuch 
that all the Damſels her Attendants thought ſhe had been quite bereft of Life. Upon this, there awoſe 
up in the Court a moſt pitiful Out- cry, which the Counſellors and other Attendants in the Court hearing, 
ran ſpeedly to the Chamber, where they found the Lady in a Trance; at which diſaſter, all amazed, 
' ſome ran to take up the dead Body of the Empreſs ; others took upon them to {peak unto the Emperor, 


thinking thereby to ſtay the Fury of his undeſerved Rage, whoſe Words unto him were as followeth ; 
Alas, (dread Sovereign) what may be the Cauſe of this your ſudden Paſſion, in delivering unto Danger 
of Death, this ſo modelt, chaſt and noble Lady, ſo beloved of all Degrees, and in whom was never ſeen 
the leaſt Spark of Diſhonour, neither towards you, nor any in the Empire; wheretore our preſent Re- 


© queſt unto you is, that you would moderate your wrong conceived Anger againſt this harmleſs Lady.“ 
Ihe Emperor, (nothing for all this relenting) anſwer'd, * Speak no more, for I know, I ſee, I hear, how 
cunningly ſhe hath deluded me. Therefore move no further, for I am fully purpoſed to deliver her over 


to Death ; and he or they who thereunto gain-ſay, I ſhall make him Partaker of the Death with this 


wicked diſloyal Strumpet.” TheſeWords were no ſooner utter'd, but up roſe a worthy, wiſe, couragious, 


and bold Baron, and ſpoke unto the Emperor after this Manner; Right worthy Sir, I would wiſh you 
to be well adviſed before you proceed further againſt this Lady, who is your eſpouſed Wife, Siſter to a 
great Monarch, namely, Pepin King of France, who, when he ſhall hear of this Wrong done to her, will 


out of a courageous Heart, and brotherly Affection, muſter up all his Men of War, and ſuddenly ſur- 


prize all our Towns, Wives and Children, forgetting Mercy, and only purſuing Revenge upon us for the 
mercileſs and cruel Deeds unto his Siſter. Again, conſider on the other Side, that the Lady is great with 
Child; therefore it is dangerous ſo rudely to ſmite and wound her in this Manner, wherein you have 
, & proceeded againſt her. The worthy Baron having thus ended his Advice, the Lady ſuddenly fell upon 

her Knees before the Emperor, and in Tears very ſubmiſſively and lamentably thus ſhe ſpoke, OI 


Alas! (my Lord) take Pity on an innocent Lady, for J am ſo free from any evil AQ, as I never ſo much 


. as thought any Evil againſt your Perſon or Dignity: At leaſt, my Lord, if your Compaſſion be quite extinet 
from pitying me, yet pity the Fruit of my Body, for I am great with Child by you, of which the Gods 


ee, me a ſafe Delivery. If nothing can appeaſe your Anger towards me, then let my Body be impri- 
oned in ſomè ſtrong Tower till the Time of my Delivery; and then do with my Body what pleaſeth 


vou, ſo the Fruit thereof be kept ſafe.” In this dolorous Paſſion ſhe proceeded ſo far, that what with 


her Sighs and Tears following one another, it would have grieved the ſtonieſt Heart that ever reſted inthe 
Boſom of the vileſt Tyrant that ever reign d. All this nothing moved the hard-heatted Emperor, who 


=; was fo wholly bewitch'd with the falſe and traiterous Accuſation of the Arch-Prieſt, that all Lenity fer 


apart, he burſt out in this Manner, Thou falſe Strumpet, the Child thou goelt withal is to me no Joy, 


4 but rather Diſhonour, for thy Behaviour and Diſloyalty hath made ſuch a Separation between us, that 
nothing but thy diſſolute Life thou haſt made a Partner in my Love. The Courtiers 1 nothing 
4 could mitigate the Rage of the Emperor, by a commoi? Conſent removed her out of his Preſence into 


another Chamber ſhowing unto her all the Favour they could, both in Action and Geſture, altho' her fair 


Face was all deform'd and beſmear'd with Blood. Having thus conveyed her away, the Ladies that 


were Attendants, fetch'd Water to waſh her Face, - and did all they could to revive her dying Spirit.. 


# Being thus in another Chamber, in came Blandiman her Squire, who beholding her in this disfigured 


Manner, thro' Pity the Water trickled down his Cheeks, and at laſt began to ſpeak in this Manner, 
Ah Madam, I plainly ſee that you are traiterouſly handled, and wiſh that the Gods would throw 
down their malignant Curſes upon that Perſon that hath thus purchaſed your extream Miſeries ; but 


gentle Lady, take Comfort unto you, and traſt me if you will be ruled by me, I will conduct you back 
| 240 into France, towards your 5 


rother's, who gave me and my Service unto you, to attend you in all 
| thoie 


. 


\ 


2 Fx *, 
- - 
#9 
* 
4 
* 
1 


thoſe Misfortunes: all which I will to the utmoſt of my Power undertake. Sweet Lady follow my Coun 
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ſo far ſeize upon you, 
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ſel, and free yourſelf out of Danger: for be you aſſured, that if here you ſtay, the Emperor will proſe- : 
cute Revenge upon you, and in the end 3 to a ſhameful Death.” Unto this the ſorrowful Lady 
made this Reply; Ah ! Blandiman, I know thy faithful Service towards me; but yet if I ſhould follow 


thy Advice, and ſteal out of this Country ſecretly, it would argue me guilty of all that Infamy the Em- 
peroc throweth upon me, and thereby yield me guilty of the Deed. Believe me Servant, I had rather 
die all the Deaths the World can lay upon me, than to bear the Blame of that wherein I am innocent.“ at 

By this time the Emperor's Choler was ſomewhat pacified, by means of his Lords and Barons that at= 
tended, inſomuch that he cauſed Belliſant to be quickly brought before him when ſhe was come, his WM 
Heart trembled and fretted with Anger that he durſt not put her to death, fearing the great Uu ance and 
Might of her Brother King Pepin; and therefore burſt forth into theſe Speeches; Thou gal and ac- WM 
curſed Woman, by whom my Honour is brought in Queſtion, I take the Gods to Witneſs, were it not 


for thy Brother's ſake, the valiant Pepin King of France, I would make thee fry in the Fire as an Example 


to all fair Ladies; but, for his ſake I ſpare thy Life: Stand forth and hear thy Judgment; I baniſn thee out 3 
of my Country and Empire; expreſly commanding, that without any Delay, to-morrow thoudepart out of Mi 


this City, and if ever thou be ſeen here any more, I aſſure thee thou ſhalt ſuffer Death, in all Extremity. # 
Alfo I ſtraitly command, that none of my Country dare be once ſo hardy as to give Aid, or accompany 
you, ſave only your Servant Blandiman, whom you brought with you out of France: Go get thee preſently # 
out of my Sight, for thou ſhall never more ſleep in my Boſom.“ The Emperor having pronounced Sentence 


againſt her, the Empreſs Belliſant, accompanied with her Servant Blandiman, ſpeedily haſted to Horſe. | 5 


Being thus mounted, and then paſſing thro' the fair City towards one of the Gates thereof, there met 


her People in great Multitudes of all Degrees, much lamenting the Loſs of ſo fair a Lady, and ſo good 
an Empreſs. When ſhe came to the utmoſt Part, even ready to go out of the Gates of the City there 
was heard ſuch a lamentable Howling of mournful Voices, that the like before was never heard in the 
City of Con/lantinople. When ſhe was out of the Walls of the City, and newly entred into the wide Fields, 
ſhe began to fall into a womanly Fit of bitter Weeping, to ſee how ſhamefully and diſhonourably ſhe wass 
handled cauſleſs. Again, to think ypon her Birth, the Imperial Dignity from whence ſhe was fallen, as 
alſo to account the Misfortune wherein ſhe was like to finiſh the reſt of her Days, drove her at laſt from 
Tears to utter her Griefs in theſe Words, Alas! in what unhappy Hour was [ born, to fall from ſo high 4 


an Eſtate to ſo low an Object of Poverty as I am now in: Woe is me the unhappieſt among Women; now 


are all my Joys turned topſy turvy, my Laughter is turned into Weeping, my Songs converted into Sighs: 
Inſtead of Cloth of Gold with wh ich I was wont to be cloathed, now I am glad of all manner of mean | * 
Attire ; my precious Stones of ineſtimable Value are all taken from me, and Pearls of Tears ſtand over 
all my Garments. O you Fields and Woods, to you] make my Moan, for other Company I have none, 


conſider my Exile, and help to bewail my Misfortune. O would the Gods had pitied my Diſtreſs, and + 
made me the pooreſt among Creatures, then had not Fortune given me ſo foul a Fall; at leaſt my poor 


Eſtate would never have grieved me ! wherefore doth the beauteous Sun ſendꝭ forth his Beams on a Wretch 27 
fo miſerable ? Why doth the Earth bear ſuch a Creature that is compoſed of Calamities ? It is not poſſible 


for my Tongue to tell out my Heart's Sorrow. O wretched Man (whoſoever thou art) that by thy 1 
wicked Treaion hath brought me to this Downfal ; I may well curſe thee with Bitterneſs of Heart, for by 


thee only I am made thus unfortunate. Ah ! my Brother, what ſhouldſt thou do with ſuch a woful *X# 
Weight to thy Siſter ? It had been better J had never been born than that I ſhould prove ſuch a Stain to 
thy Kingly Houſe. ' As ſhewas thus complaining to her ſacred Heart, the Anguiſh thereof ſtruck her into 


a Swoon as ſhe ſat on Horſeback, and was ready at that Inſtant to have fallen off her Horſe e er her 
Servant could alight to recover her, but he uſed all the ſpeedieſt Means he could for her Recovery; at 
laſt coming to herſelf N he ſaid unto her, © Alas! Madam, be not fo diſcomforted, neither let Deſpair 


traiterous Arch - Prieſt, who was the Cauſe of all theſe treacherous and evil Practices. 
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ut truſt ye that the Gods will keep and defend you, for they are ready to aid 
and aſſiſt the Innocent. Having thus ſpoken, he ſuddenly ſpied a Fountain, towards which he and his 
Lady took their Way, and being come thereunto, he ſet her down thereby, to eaſe and*refreſh her 
over- tired Senſes. © Here at this Spring leave we the Lady, and her Squire, and turn we now to the 


| he made after her with all Expedition, enquiring of all he met which way t 
| ken, who gladly told him which way ſhe lately paſſed. After ſome few Hours riding, at laſt he came 
co a ſpacious Foreſt, and very long, taking direct way towards the Lady. It chanced that as he was 


e HISTORY of VALENTINE and ORSON 7 
Sh HAAR m. 


Hoa the Arch- Prieft put on him the Habit of a Knight at Arms, and ¶ being well mounted) followed the 


Empreſs Belliſant, who was lately baniſved. How Belliſant, in her bani/oment, was delivered of two 
fair Sons in the Wood, whoſe Names were Valentine and Orſon ; and how She loft them. 


| 1 E Arch - Prieſt having now wrought the Baniſhment of fair Belliſant, thought with himſelf how 


he ſhould ſurely accompliſh his Deſire, wherefore in all haſte, - he changed his white Rochet into 


© a Coat of Steel, and begirt unto his Side a Sword; and being thus accoutr'd he ſuddenly was mount- 


ed upon a Milk white Steed, the faireſt that could be had in all CO : being — mounted. 
e Lady Belliſant was ta- 


© riding forwards caſting his Eye aſide, he preſently eſpied the Lady with her Servant Blandiman, ſit- 
ting by a Fountain, full of heavineſs, lamenting her miſerable Fortune; Blandiman uſing all the means 


he could to comfort her. This falſe Prieſt, from his Beaver, did well perceive it to be the Lady; but 
| by reaſon of his Diſguiſe, ſhe could not imagine him to be the Arch-Prieſt, her Enemy; but coming 
| nearer her, ſhe ſoon deſcry'd him, and being ſtruck with a ſudden Fear, ſpake thus unto her Servant. 
Alas J (ueth be) I well perceive this to be the falſe Arch-prieſt, that thus cometh towards us, of 
whom I am exceeding fearful, leſt he be come to do me further Villainy. Lady (/aid Blandiman) 
+ baniſh Fear, for if he come after us to do you further Harm, I will encounter him Body for Body, even 


as long as Life laſteth.* By this Time that they had ended their Speech to each otter, the Arch-Prieſt 
was ready alight from his Horſe to ſalute the Lady in all courteous Behaviour; and after he had made 


7 himſelf known unto her, he began to ſay unto her after this manner, 
Right dear Lady, and our late honoured Empreſs, ſince then thy Caſe is ſo pitiful, as to fuffer 


Baniſhment by Sentence given againſt thee by the Emperor: ſo it is, That if thou wilt give me Enter- 


7 tainment in thy Love, accept me into thy Favour, and grant what I have long ſought for at thy Hands, 
I will bring it to paſs that the Emperor ſhall again recal thy Baniſhment, and make thy Greatneſs of 
State ſhine more bright than ever before; Therefore conſider well, I ſay, for I proteſt that what I of- 
fer you is only tending to your Advancement. Ah ! (quozh the Lady) thou diſloyal and traiterous 


Adverſary, I have no great Cauſe to beſtow Love where my Life hath been put in Jeopardy. It is 


only thou that haſt wrought my Overthrow, and thou it is, that makeſt me to ſpend the Remnant of 
my Days in more Miſery than ever Lady is able to endure. Lady (uoth he) utter not forth ſuch Cur- 
ſes againſt me, for Iam come to you, not to vex or trouble you but to heap upon you more Joys than 


ever you as yet in all your Life enjoyed.“ And in ſpeaking theſe Words, he bended his Body to the fair 


| Purpoſe towards the Lady, tho" he conveyed his Body out of fight, yet his 


Lady, thinking to have kiſſed her; but Blandiman perceiving his Intent, ſuddenly ſtarted between 
them, and gave the Arch-Prieſt ſo mighty a Stroke that he felled him to the Earth, and with the 
Violence of the Blow broke out one of his Teeth, The Prieſt had no ſooner recovered himſelf, but 
he ſuddenly drew out his Sword, which Blandiman perceiving, took to him a Glove which he had about 
| him, whereupon grew a fore and dangerous Fight between them. This Encounter laſted ſo long, that 
they both were wounded, but ſtill they continued fighting, till at laſt it chanced a Merchant came b 

that way, who perceiving afar off their Encounter, cried out with a loud Voice in this manner, Lords 


{40th he) leave off, and ſhew the Cauſe of this your Variance, and I will endeavour to end this Con- 


troverſy. Sir (quoth Blandiman) let us firſt try our Right by our Weapons, and afterwards we will be 
ruled by Words. The poor Lady could no longer bear Silence, but began to tell the Merchant as followeth ; 
Alas! (quoth ſbe if ever you pitied Woman, pity my Caſe; for this Man whom here you ſee armed, is 
the falſe, traiterous Arch-Prieſt, that hath followed me to rob me of mine Honour, and force me to 


his wicked and unſatiable Luſt; alſo this is he that hath made a Separation between me and the Em- 


peror, my Lord and Huſband.” The Merchant hearing her lamentable Tale, pitied her Miſery, and 
began thus unto the Arch-Prieit ; Sir Prieſt, leave off your Fnterprize, and dare not ſo much as touch 
this innocent Lady, for if the Emperor did but underſtand this Villainy, he would ſoon end thy Life in 
& Infamy, as thou well deſerveſt” As ſoon as the Arch-Prieſt had heard this Speech, he forſook his Com- 


bat, and fled as faſt as he could thro' the Wood, for fear of being further known, being prevented of his 
Villa lies were -after- 
ward diſcloſed: After his Departure, the 7 ng forced to ſtay ſtill in the Wood, all forrow- 
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comfort your ſelf in theſe your Sorrows * So with many Thanks for his A id from Blanc iman, the Mer- i 
ehant departed. The Merchant having left them, Blandimer ſet the Lady upon her Horſe, and himſelf 
on his; ſo riding together, they came unto a Lodging lying in their way, where they remained eight 
Days, during which time her Servant was recovered of his Woands, and then ſet forward towards France; 
the Lady ſtill ſorrowful, and complaining in this manner; Alas! Flandimam what may my Brother 
and the Peers of France think of this, when they ſhall underſtand, that I am expelled Greece for ſo diſ- 
honourable a Deed, and as a common Harlot baniſhed from the Emperor of Conſtantinople ? Alas! I am WR 
perſuaded that the King my Brother will eaſily believe that I am guilty of the Deed, and in his An- 
Lady { queth he) be not diſcouraged, but truſt in the Gods, 
who will revenge your Injury and pay it home upon the Off: nder's Head.“ During the Time of 
theſe Diſcourſes they had paſſed many Countries and Regions, till at laſt they came into France, and 
paſſing by Orleans, they took their Way towards Paris, where King Pep:n was accuſtomed to ſojourn. 
Orleans, there happen'd new Miſeries unto this Einpreſs, of which 


ger deliver me over to a ſhameful Death. 


So entering into a Foreſt near unto 
more hereafter enſueth. 


Belliſant (as before you heard) being with Child, was ſuddenly overtaken in the Foreſt ;. the time of 
her delivery being come, cauſed her to forſake her Horſe, and began to complain to her Servant in this WE 
manner: Alas! (guorh/be ) help, help, I fay, to lay me down ſoftly under yonder great Tree; and when 
1 am laid, make haſte and find me the Help of Woman whereſoever thou canſt get any, for I can go no 


further my Pains ſo much encreaſe upon me.” NES 


he rode forth ſwiftly to ſeek ſome Woman to help. this diſtreſſed Lady. 


| any Creature, ſo that at Jaſt »# 


He being gone, the Lady was left comfortleſs, all alone, without Succour of 


iled her to make any further Purfuit, for ſhe never came in Sight of 


reat Sickneſs, inſomuch, that at laſt ſhe was thereby near deprived of her Life, and immediately fell 


75 25 a Swoon upon the cold Earth, as if ſhe had yielded up her Ghoft. In this Extaſie leave we her, and 


now proceed to the other Child which ſhe left under the Tree: It happened the ſame Day that her 


Son of Bel/i/ont, which when he ſaw, he ſaid unto his Attendants, * 


a 


as it liveth ; and it ſhalt? want no manner of Attendance, but be ' uſed as if it were my own: 


For if it live unto. Man's Eltate I'll endow it with Lands and Poſſeſſions after the moſt noble 
Janner.* And there Withal calling to him one of the Squires, gave him the whale Charge thereof, 


ful, with her wounded Servant. The Merchant ſtayed with them ſome little time, bewailing the hard 
Hap of the Lady, yet con forted her, ſaying; * Alas! Lady I ſee that this Arch Prieſt hath falſely j 
betrayed you, and brought you in Hatred with the Emperor; but I promiſe you, that if I live, I will 
bewray all theſe Treacheries to the Emperor, and bring the Traytor to a ſhameful Death; and ſo ta- 
King leave, I commend you to the Gods; wiſhing that in theſe Extremities you would be paticht, and # 
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-- Blandiman her Servant did as ſhe commanded, and for that he knew not how t& fd the ſame Place + 
again, he ſet a ſpecial Mark, that he might the readier come thither, and ſo betaking him to his Horſe, 


ſhe was delivered of two fair Sons in the deſolate Foreſt. TheſeChildren were no ſooner come into the World, 
but a freſh Miſery, worſe than all the reſt that ſhe had endured, happened to this fair Lady, for as ſhe lay 
on the Earth under the Tree, and her two Infants by her, fuddenly came to her a huge Bear, moſt terrible to 
behold, and took up one of the Infants in her Mouth, and with great Pace haſted into the thickeſt of the Foreſt. 4 
This ſtrange and unlook d for Accident frighted the diſtreſs'd- Lady to the Soul, that ſhe cried out 
moſt lementably, getting upon her Hands and Feet to haſten after the Bear, which was quickly got out 
of her Sight. But alas! it little ava | 1 
the Child, till by Miracle it was at length diſcloſed. So long wandered this Lady up and down, from 
Place to Place, weeping and crying out for her Child, that being wearied with Travel, ſhe fell into a 
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Brother King Pep n, had taken his Journey from Parts (accompanied with divers great Lords and Ba- 
Fons) towards Conſtantinople, to viſit his Siſter Belliſant: and ſtriking. thro* Orleans, he entered 

into the fame Foreſt wherein his Baniſh'd Siſter was lately delivered of her two Children: but 
not knowing what happen'd as he paſs'd thro' the Foreſt, he ſpy d, lying under a Tree alone, 
th | y Lords, by the Ap- 
<p Menc of the Gods, ſee, I have found here a fair Encounter, even a Child. By the Gods (ſaid the 
'-— » Lands) you /ay Truth, Why. (aid the Xing.) take it up and it ſhall be brought up at my charge ſo long 
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d, provide it a good Nurſe, and let it want for nothing appertaining thereunto.' The King little uſpected 
hat this Child was his Nephew. | | e 
o The Squire, as the King had before commanded him, bore the Child to Orleans, caus d it to be ba- 
ſt. tiz'd, and gave it his own Name, call'd Valentine. After he ſought out a Nurſe for the Child, and gaFwit 
great Attendance, according to the King's command. This done, the King proceeded on his Journey. | 
ue 1 towards Conſlantinople, to ſee his lovely Siſter Belliſant; but e' er he could paſs thro' the Foreſt he chanc g 
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to meet with Blandiman, accompanied with a Woman that he had gotten to accompany his Lady in her 


- 


grcat extremity of Child-birth. B/andiman ſpy'd the King, knew him. and ſuddenly lighted from h 
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2 Horſe, doing his Duty unto him: The King perceiving it to be Blandiman, aſk'd what News“ e 
11 EZ Con/iantinofle ? and above the reſt, how doth our Sifter Belliſant? Blandiman anſwered, * Moſt gradbus — 
d Sovereign, I bring you but little Tidings. yet thoſe I bring are bitter and ſharp; for amongſt the re,. 
T I muſt tell you | bees News of your loving Siſter, and how ſhe fares : Wherefore ſo it is, that bB 7 


„ Force of Treaſon, and falſe Suggeſtions of the curſed Arch-Prielt of Conſantinople, your Siſter is ba- 


d niſhed our of the Emperor's, Court and Nominions ; and but for the great Mercy of the Lords of he 
it 1 Emperor's Court and others, ſne had been publicly put to Death, and burnt to Aſhes in Sight of auI 
"> % the People“ King Pœhin having heard this lamentable Relation of B-andimar's, heing in an excecding- | : 
Outrage, and fierce Anger, and yer ſorrowful, broke out in Speech moſt bitterly ag: inſt her W ©: 
2 4 Manner : Now. by the Gods, (quoth he} I hold the Emperor no upright Judge, in that he «+ 

3 te I ife of my Siſler, for I ſwear, that if I had her here now in Poſſeſſion, I won e | by © 

: Death I had made her an Example to all falſe Ladies while the World endureth / And . 

- manded all his Train of Lords, and others to ſtay their Journey, and return back again for 


the grievous Offence of my Sitter here ſtays my Journey. And fo he depatted without f 
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| fore lays all the Blame upon you. O (queth the Lady) now what I moſt feared is come to paſs; 


TNE"s:J ORSON, © 


any other Queſtions, but turning bis Horſe's Head, Sorrow overcame his Courage, and at laft 
made him break forth into theſe Words: Ha! (quoth he) how many Men are deceiv'd in Women ? 
Now I am utterly prevented of all my Purpoſes, for my only Hope reſted in the modeſty of my Siſter 
Belliſant; yea, in her ſtood all my Joys and Pleaſure. Again, to have the Emperor Alexander fill 


my Brother, and faſt Friend at all Eſſays, and in all my Neceſſities, was the only Hope and Joy of 1 
my Heart: And now behold by her I'm diſappointed, and ſhut out into eternal Diſhonour.” And ſo 
in that Diſtruſt and Melancholy, King Pepin returned towards Or/ean;. When Blandiman obſerred 


the Courage of the King to be thus daunted, he durſt relate no further News of the Lady Belli/ant ? 


but leaving the King, he took his way towards the Tree where he lately left her in great Pain of 6 
Child-birth. Peing come thither, he ſought her every where, but could hear no tidings of her; 


wherefore, being ſorrowful, he knew not what way to take. Being in this extaſie, at laſt he ty'd up A 5 
bis Horſe to a Thorn Tree, and began to make a narrower Search than before, wherein he was ſo I 


- vigorous, that at laſt he eſpied her, finding her flat upon the Earth, in a manner ſpeechleſs, thro' the 


Grief that poſſeſſed her Heart for loſing her Child, which the Bear had bore away from her. Blandi- 


man being glad that he had now found her, kindly embraced her; and taking her up in his Arms from 


the cold Earth, ſet her upon her Feet, and ſpoke thus unto her: Alas! dear Lady and Miſtreſs, how 4 
happened you to ſtray thus from the place I left you in.” ts 


The Lady looking upon him with a ghaſtly Countenance, replied thus; Ah, Plandiman, my Do- 


lors and Diſtreſſes daily encreaſe upon me; for thou wert no ſooner departed to get me the Help of 
ſome Womankind, but I became delivered of two Babes, when a ravenous Bear from the Foreſt aſ- 
ſailed me and bore away one of them: I, tho' weak, making what poor Shift I was able, followed 
that ravenous Beaſt, thinking by ſtrong Hand to have recover'd again my Loſs, but all in vain, I 
could not overtake the Bear, nor (wanting my Strength) could I come back again to the Tree where I 
left my other Infant. Lady, (quoth he) Why I myſelf but lately came from the Tree and I am 
well aſſur'd that there lay no Infant there, nor thereabouts. How (quoth the Lady) no Child under 
the Tree? With theſe Words ſhe was ſo inwardly wounded, that ſhe fell down into a Swoon; which 
Blandiman ſpying, ſaved her what he could, and fell into forrowful Tears, to ſee his I ady ſo eck, 
treamly oppreſt and overwhelm'd, and at laſt led her towards the Tree, where ſhe had left the Child; 
bur when the ſaw the other Child alſo gone, you may think what Dolor of Heart the poor Lady en- 
dur'd ; for in the midſt of all which Sorrows ſhe thus ſpoke : Alas! (quoth ſhe) can there be in the 


World a, more deſolate Wretch ? for on every Side I am encompaſs'd with Grief, and unſupportable \ 
Sorrows. But alas! Emperor thou art the Caufe, and haſt been the Only Means to deliver me over, 3 


even to Death, and that wrongfully without Cauſe on my Part, and only by a deceivable Counſel, 
haſt thou bereft me of thy Company; but here I call the Gods to witneſs, that I never was faulty to 
thee in my Body, nor difobedient to thee in any Point; wherefore once __ am forced to cry 
out for Vengeance on the Offender's Head, whoſoever: Furſt, for my Difgrace; next, for my 


Baniſnment; and laſtly, for the Loſs of my two Babes iſſued from the Blood. royal of the Emperor Pu, 
of Conſtantinople. But ſeeing all theſe Miſeries have even tired themſelves upon my very Heart, come 


Death and finiſh what Sorrows do but prolong.” All this time Blandiman was Ear-witneſs to all theſe 
mournful Plaints, inaſmuch as he grew weary of her Wealing, and in the beſt Manner he could, comforted 
her dying Spirits, by intreating her to deſiſt from moaning, and betake herſelf to her Feet: Whereunto 
ſhe gave Conſent ; then he, accompanied with a Woman he had brought with him, came into a neigh- 


bouring Village where they lodg'd and nouriſh'd her, till ſhe had partly recovered her Strength, and in 2 


fome Meaſure forgot her Miſeries. Blaudiman began to break unto his Lady in this Manner: © Lady, 


(quoth he) it was my Chance, in looking for you in the Foreſt, to light upon your Brother, King Pepin, |} 
who demanded of me what Tidings ? but his Brows where bent and full of Anger againſt you; where- 


fore my Counſel is, that you make not towards him, for, by his Countenance | well perceive you ſhall 
have but flender Welcome: For upon further Queſtions demanded and anſwer'd, ſo ſoon as he heard 
me tel] that the Emperor had exiled you, he lightly gave Credit, that yours was the Fault, and there- 


and 


— 


— 


# take my Way into ſome remote Land, where my Body with the falſe Accuſations | 
be ſmother'd ; for my Brother's Anger is grown fo great, that he could willingly deliver me over to 
Death; therefore it is better to fly and ſave my Life, than to fall into the Fury of ſo angry a Brother.“ 
This doleful Speech ſhe deliver'd in Tears, which Blandiman perceiving, ſaid unto her, Lady, leave 
off your Tears; for be afſar'd of my Fidelity; and here I offer myſelf, Life and all to be at yaur 
Service, go whither you pleaſe. Why then (quoth the Lady) fince you are ſo reſolute, let us reſolve 
upon ſome ſtrange Adventure; and therewithal paſſed forth to expoſe themſelves to future Dangers ; 


The HISTORY ff VALENTINE ard ORSON. | 
and 1 well preceive that l am beſet with Adverſzties on every Side: Well, be it as it will, the Em- 


peror hath exiled me without Cauſe: What then ſhall I do? I will never return n . Paris, but 
aid therean, may 


where now we ſhall be forced to leave them with ſorrowful Hearts, and return again to ſpeak fome- 


he thing of the Bear that carried away one of the Children, 


S 
O the Bear that bore away one of the Children. 


5 H E Bear (as you have heard before) that had carried away one of the Children, all this while 

| ! had offered it no Violence, but bore it unto her Cave, which was dark and obſcure : In this 
Cave the old Bear had four young ones, amongſt which ſhe laid the Child to be devoured ; but mark 
the Chance, and you will find it at laft miraculous; for all this while the young Bears did it no Harm, 


but with their rough Paws ſtroaked it ſoftly ; the old Bear perceiving they did not devour it, ſhewed 


®Z a brutiſh kind of Favour towards it, inſomuch that ſhe kept it, and gave it Suck among her young 
ones, the Space of one whole Year. This Child by reaſon of the Nouriſhment it received, became 
rough all over like a Beaft, and as he grew in Strength, began to range up and down in the Woods, 
and when he met with other Beaſts would ſmite them, and got ſuch a Maſtery over them, that they 
began to ſhun the Place wherein he came, he was ſo extream fierce among them. And in this Beaſt- 


like Eftate paſſed he the Term of fifteen Years, growing up to ſuch Strength, that ſcarce a: y Man 


or Beaſt in the Foreſt durſt ftir abroad, fearing to fall into his Hands, leſt he ſhould put them to death, 


and after eat their Fleſh, more like unto a ravenous Beaſt than any human Creature: His Name was 


called Orſen, becauſe a Bear had been his Nurſe, and was alſo grown rough like a Bear. This Bear:ſh 
N an lived ſo long in the Foreſt that none (were he never ſo hardy) durſt abide his Preſence. I be Re- 


.Z nown of this wild Man grew ſo great, and ſpread ſo far abroad over all the Realm of France, that they 


3 of the Country round about, chaſed and hunted him, but prevailed not, for he neither feared Wea- 
pons nor Engines, but paſſed thro' them all ſnapping them in Pieces. All this time he abode in the 
2 Foreſt, you muſt underſtand he neither wore Garment, nor had any kind of Speech. | 


Here we leave the wild Man in the Foreſt, and look a little what became of the Lady Þe!- 


- ES; 
% 


* liſant, and her Servant Blandiman, and we ſhall ſuddenly find them wandring and travelling thro”. | 
divers Lands and Countries; the Lady ever remembring and bewaling the Loſs of her. wo 


Children, wiſhing that if it were poſſible, they might till be in Safety. But in the midſt of 2 


her ſorrowful Wiſhes, yet paſſed on her wearied Journey, ſometimes by Sea, ſometimes hy 


Land, till at length ſhe came to a Portin P:rtugal, on which did ſtand an invincible Caltle - 4 


kept by a Giant called Ferragus, ſo great and of ſuch Puiſſance, that there was not a Horſe 


to be found that could bear the living Trunk of this great Giant. It ſo happened at this © ] 


Caſtle, that every Ship that paſſed by this Port was to pay Tribute to this Giant, which he 


7 himſelf did daily come aboard to receive. At length he came unto the Ship wherein the Lzdy. 


Belliſant and her Squire had paſs'd, (for ſhe was laden with all Sorts of rich Merchandize) {ſo  . | 


caſting his Eyes about, he ſpied Belliſant. which he kindly took by the Hand, and led her 
into the caſtle to his Wife (for he was married to a beautiful Lady.) Blantiman followed his 


Lady alſo, fearing the Giant, but he behaved ſo noble, that he did not offer her any Violence, 


but preſented her te his Wife, who was fill'd with Joy at the Preſence of ſo beautiful a La- 


% 


dy, The Giant _— charged his Wife to uſe her and Blandiman her Squire | honourably. _ 


During her Abode in the Caſtle ſhe would often ſhed Tears, when ſhe bethought berſelf, on 


the Loſs of her two Children; which the Lady of the Caftle preceiving, would often com- 
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fort her in the beſt Manner ſhe could, and even plac'd her next her own Perſon, for the Joy and Plea- 


ſure that ſhe ever took in her Company. Within this Caſtle ſhe tarried a long time : And here we 


muſt Jeave her, and now return back again to tell you ſomewhat of the Emperor of Conſtantinople, 
and the falſe Arch-['rieft, ' | 
ERA F.-Y. 


Ho by the Counſel of the Arch-Prieft, new Cuſtoms and Taxations were raiſed thro" the City of Conſtanti- . 


nople ; and how the Treaſon came to Light. How the Emperor, by the Counſel of his Nobility, ſent for 
Hing Pepin, to ſee the Combat firght betareen the Arch-Prieft and the Merchant. 
Hf Emperor having Bae all expelled Belliſant his Wife, oftentimes repented him of the 
: Fact: But by the curſed Counſel of the Arch-Prieft, unto whoſe Words he gave ſuch Credit 
continually, that what he ſpake was an Oracle inthe Ears of the {aid Emperor, inſomuch that he 
continually heap'd new Honours upon that traiterous Prieſt, advancing him above the higheſt in the 
Empire; and whatſoever he commanded was effected. At laſt having gotten all Power and Authority 
in his Hands, he began to enhance the Cuſtoms and Taxes of the City of Conſtantinople, which Ex- 
actions of his, againſt all reaſon, ſtruck even to the very Hearts of the Inhabitants. Among the 
R- ſidne of theſe his forced Impoſitions, it happen'd that (according to their yearly Cuſtoms) there was 
held a great Mart in the City, which falls out about the Month of September. Hereunto reſorted 
many People for divers Occaſions, eſpecially Merchants. The Fair or Mart-Day being come, the 


Emperor gave the Charge thereof unto this Arch-Prieſt, who accordingly provided himſelf, and to 


the ſame Purpoſe armed two hundred Men to guard his own Perſon : Being thus accompanied, he 


took his Way into the City, to effect his new Charge, which the Emperor had beſtowed upon him. It 


chanced ſo, that among the reſt of them that ſold Wares, the Merchant was there preſent (of whom 


you have heard before) namely, he that came riding by the way whilſt B/ardiman (the diſtreſſed Lady 


Belliſant's Squire) and the treacherous Arch-Prieſt were fighting: The Arch-Prieſt perceived him well 
enough, but would take no Knowledge of him, for he was very fearful leaſt all his Villainy ſhould 
come to Light. The Preſence of this Merchant much troubled the Arch-Prieſt, inſomuch as he wiſh'd 
(if it were poſſible) his Death, and would aſſuredly have effected the ſame by the Authority that he 
now had in his Hands, but till he feared ſome great Tumult would ariſe thereby. Now mark what 
followed. This Merchant among the reſt was richly furniſhed with all coſtly Wares, as Cloth of 
Gold, Silver, Silk, &c. whereby he received great Wealth, and took more Money than any five 
Merchants beſide. The Fair being ended, the Arch-Prieſt ſent forth his Officers to demand and re- 
ceive his accuſtomed Duties due upon the Sale of thote Merchandizes ; one Officer came unto this 
Merchant, and ſaid, Sir, you mult pay ten-pence off every Pound that you have taken, for ſo it is 
ordamed by the great Officer to whom it belongs? The Merchant hereat being angry, ſaid, Curſed 
be the diſloyal Arch-Prieſt, for he is the only Cauſe of the new rais'd Exactions: It had been good 
for all Men if he had long ſince had his Deſert, and with Shame and Infamy had ended his Days.“ At 
which reproachful Words againſt the Arch Prieſt, the Officer took up his Staff, and ſmote the Mer- 
chant on the Head, that preſently the blood -guſhed our. The Merchant feeling the Blood about his 
Ears, drew his Sword, and ſtruck ſo hard upon the Officer, that he laid him at bis Feet for dead. 
Uporr this aroſe a great Rout through the Fair, inſomuch that the reſt of the Officers coming up to 
help their Fellow, took the Merch.-:t, and brought him before the Arch Prieſt : The Arch-Prieſt 


glad of this Opportunity, would ſuddenly have put him to death, but the Merchant appealed to 


Juſtice to: have his Cauſe tried by Law. The Arch-Prieft fearing the People, ſent him away to the 


Emperor, ſor nothing coul | ſati;fy him but his Life: But mark in ſeeking the Life of the Merchant, he 
- purchaſed his own Death, as kereafter followeth. The Arch-Frieft cauſed the Merchant to be brought 
into the Emperor's Palace, where he in perſon ſat as Judge. The Emperor being ſet, the Arch- 
Prieſt brought his Advocate to plead h's Cauſe, which was to this Effect; That the Merchant had 


committed Murder ; and alſo had ſpoken opprobrious Words 2caintt the faid Arch-Prieſt. 


Phe Advocate having ended his Accuſation, the Merchant ſuddenly feli on his, Knees before the Em- 
© _ Peror and ſaid; * Mighty and moſt excellent Prince, out of your Benignity, give me but Audience 


10 
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to be heard before theſe your Nobles here attending, and I ſhall unfold a Matter of great Importance, 
that touches your Perſon, even in the higheſt Degree of Treaſon.” Say on, ſays the Emperor, * Mighty 
X Emperor, and my Lords all, I woyld adviſe you to make faſt the Gates round about this your Palace, 
that none depart from this Place.” The Emperor did as he requeſted, Then ſaid the Merchant with 
a loud Voice, Lords, Barons and Knights, all you that love the true Honour of the Emperor, 


and the triumphant Reign of his Perſon, attend my Words; the time is come that the "reaſon of 


Man, whom you have ever nouriſhed and brought to great Honour, hath deceived your Truſt; for 


i he it is that hath wrought all the Diſcord betwixt you and your virtuous Lady, whom you have ba- 
FX niſhed both from your Bed, Court, and Country; and by whom you have received more Diſhonour 


than ever he reap'd Honour from you; for it had been his Part molt of any to have advanced your 
© Renown, and to have preſerved your Honour; but contrarily, he hath made you, my dread Lord, 
infamous by thete his wicked Projects, and brought upon you great Scandal among all Nations ; for 
be ſecretly , and underhand made Love to your Emprels, but ſhe denied him, and he perceiving that 
there was no like! hood to accompliſh his Deſire, it drove him into a thouſand Fears, leſt this his 
= diſloyal Act ſhould come to Light, and therefore deviſed to falſify unto your Ears her faithful Love unto 
"Z your Bed.” Of all which his falſe Accuſations, I ſay here before you, and all your Lords and Barons, 
that he lieth like a Traytor ; and for the more Approbation of what I have uttered, I will here un- 
fold the Truth of what theſe Eyes of mine were Witneſſes : it happened on a Day after the Bauiſh- 
ment of the Empreſs, as I was riding about my Affairs, I chanced to travel thro' a Wood ; at laſt 
paſſing along the Way, I found this treacherous Prieſt transform'd out of the Habit of his Prieſthood 
into the Shape of a Knight, even armed at all Points ready for Combat with the Enemy. Drawing 
© nearer, I beheld him in Fight with another Man unarm'd, which at laſt I found to be Blandiman, 
Squire to the baniſh'd Lady, who conducted her in her Exile. I perceiving they encounter'd one 
another ſo fiercely, began to call unto them to give over their Fight; but they little regarded what I 
gſaid. I did perceive the Lady piteouſly weeping, and at laſt ſaid unto me thus; Gentle Merchant, 
and kind Friend, lend me thine Aid againſt this treacherous Arch-Prieſt, that ſeeks by Force to rob 
me of mine Honour. This is he, and only he, by whom I am baniſh'd from my Emperor's Bed and - 
Country. With that 1 put Spurs to my Horſe, and ran between them to ſeparate them, which this 
Z Arch-Prieſt perceiving, ſuddenly fled into the Wood, being fully aſſur'd that I had Knox ledge who he 
was. Noble Emperor, it had been my Part to have revealed this long before, but I durſt not open 
my Mouth unto you, for fear his Greatneſs would outſway my Truth, and ſo have brought my {elf to 
an untimely Death.“ 
The Emperor having heard this Tale ſigh'd, and at laſt fell into Tears, in which Tears he turn'd 
him unto the Arch-Prieft, relating his Diſloyalty in this Manner: Ah, thou falſe Servant (quoth he) 
have I ever ſtudied to do thee Honour, and exa't thee in high Dignities, and haſt thou requited all 


$7; my Love and Truſt with Diſloyalty and Treaſon? Well, I have ſeen now what I ever miftruſted, | 


thou haſt made me of all Men the moſt unhappy ; but it is not ſo much thy Fault as mine own, thy 
22 Treaſon hath bewitch'd me; In an evil Hour I gave Credit to thy falſe ſpeaking Tongue, and thereby 
+ deſerve to carry the Brand of my_own Folly. The Arch-Prieſt ſeeing the Emperor thus diſtemper'd, 
began to entreat his Highneſs not to be ſo impatient, neither to give Credit to this flandergus Tale that © 

the Merchant had commenc'd againſt him; For (quoth he) he belieth me: And I am no way guilty 


of that wherewith he accuſeth me. Thou lieſt falſely (quoth the Merchant) thou canſt not excuſe + 


Y thyſelf in what I have charged thee withal : And if thou ſtand ſtill in the Denial, I challenge thee by 
223 fingle Combat to maintain the Truth, and try my Quarrel : And hereunto I throw down my Gage, 
and withal tender my Body thereunto, to make good what I have here ſpoken : And more than that, 
eier Night ſhut in, I will deliver thy Body to Death, or yield myſelf vanquiſh'd. The Emperor 
ſeeing the Merchant ſo reſolute, to ftand*to the Tryal of the Combat, he ſaid, * Arch-Prieſt, it is 
7 Time that-either thou quit thyſelf by anſwering this Challenge, or yield thyſelf guilty of what hath 


been laid to thy - Charge.” The Arch. Prieſt replied in this Manner: Mighty Emperor, I muſt let o 


vou underſtand, that to anſwer the Merchant's Challenge, or to take up Arms, is comrary*to. my 
£2 ii * pl. 2 


7 


* 


7 the cured Arch Prieſt will now be revealed and come to Light: Then thus great Emperor, this curſdd 


. 
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Place and Calling, for I am a ſacred Prelate of the Church, and therefore I may refuſe to fight, 
Nay 13% the Emperor) in this Caſe no Excuſe is to be admitted, but you muſt either fight, or yield 
yourſelf a Traytor to our Crown and Dignity.. At theſe Words the Arch-Prieſt was ſomewhat 
i! troubled in Mind, yet at laſt he was fain to accept the Combat, becauſe the Emperor charged him ſo 0 
{ deeply: And beſides he could have no Excuſe admitted. So the Emperor commanded them into ſafe 0 
I? Keeping, till ſuch time he had ſent Letters to King Pepin of France: but in Concluſion, the Traytor 
Þ his Deſert, 'as hereafter followeth. 1 
© The Day of the Combat being appointed, and the Field prepared, Tidings came to the Emperor 
that King Pepin was come to Rome, to the Aid of the Pope againſt the Infidels. The Emperor hear. | 
ing thereof, by the grave Counſel of the Lords, diſpatch'd Ambaſſadors thither with Command to 
bring King Pepin to . meaning thereby to make him an Eye witneſs of thoſe Conten- 
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Country. Think you fo now? (qu 


"The HISTORY of VALENTINE and ORSON8 13 ® 


| ; * ; . =; 
The Emperor hearing the King to be ſo bitter againſt him, he was very ſorrowful, and ſaid unto him 
in this Manner: Alas my Lord, do not thus follow me with, Yrath and Anger, but rather turn your Tongue 


hat non ſome milder Saying, for to that Intent I have ſent for you, that your own Eyes may be Nitneſi of the 
1 fo 1 Fruib. Tis true (quoth King Pepin) but it is all too late what you now ſay, for you have delivered over 
ſafe ny Sifter to the World's Infamy, and what is more even to Baniſpment, and ( for ought I know) to Death it- 
tor elf; for 1 know not whether 1 ſhall ever behald her Face again or no : Fie, fie, that you being ſo great a Per- 


n ſbould be ſo affefionately born away, to give ſuch ſudden judgment againſt an innocent Lady. I confeſs 
Gr 2 SW foul and pv ale; 7a, but Repentance is able to make amends, and not ſo ſuddenly 
ar to overthrow their Dignity and Renown ; for that once loft, whether it be right or wrong, ts never to be 

to BF recovered. Again, how little have you efleemed the Honour of my Kingly Office, judge you, when firft wil hout 
en. Deliberation, and next without any Knowledge given me, you proceeded againſt my Siſter: I make it plain 
old = againſt you, that Envy towards her and me was the Cauſe of this falſe and unjuſi Wrong, done againſt US. 
ors WE Whilſt theſe Words paſs'd betwixt them, they were now enter'd Conflantineple. where with great 
1ey Joy and Gladneſs they were received by the Inhabitants The Emperor would have K. Pepin to 
em have lodg'd with him in his Palace but the King denied, and cauſed his Train to lodge in the City, 


hus and he himſelf alſo. Then the Emperor cauſed many Preſents to be offered him, but he diſdainfully 
rejected them; for King Pepin thought of nothing but the Diſhonour done unto his Siſter, and 
et- PZ that the rather, for the whole City accounting her the faireſt, the moſt virtuous, and the chaſt- 
he eſt Lady in all the world, and that it was by Injuſtice and Treaſon ſhe was baniſhed. 

In. rs | | GHAF YL 5 

ach FX How the Merchant and Arch -Prieſt encounter d at the Place appointed, about the cleariug of the Lady Bel- 
00 liſant : And awhat glorious Victory did betide the Merchant. How King Pepin, after the combat, re- 
1al 7 turned into France, and a/ter ſailed to Rome, to fight the Sarazens that had ſurprized the City. 


*.. 


en BE N W was the Day appointed come, for the Combat between the Arch-Prieſt and the Merchant; 
nd 8 wherefore every thing was made in readineſs according to the Command of the Emperor. 
en At laſt came both the Combatants into the Field, and preſented themſelves before the Emperor; 
nt. being both before the Emperor, his Attendants, Knights and others, and the Arch-Prieſt armed in a 
ler moſt ſumptuous Armour of Proof, imbos'd with Gold and pearl, which made ſuch a glittering Show, -- 
an that it dazzled the Eyes of the Beholders: Being thus richly armed, the Arch-Prieſt came forth into 
the Field, and took his Place appointed him at the one End of the Liſts; The Emperor behold- 
th 5 ing the glorious Shew that the Arch-Prieſt- made in his Arms call'd forth the Merchant, cauſin | 
he him firſt to kneei down, and in the Preſence of the Aſſembly, dubbing him Knight, he command * 
m. that a moſt rich Armour ſhould be put upon him in the Preſence of King Pepin, who during the Time | 
he be was Arming, promiſed the Merchant, if he overcame the Arch-Prieſt to advance him to great 
de Livings, and high Authority. Theſe two Adverſaries being in readineſs, and each having their Bla- 
EZ 2z8n about their Necks, their Horſes were brought forth, and they proudly mounted, ready to 
give Battle. The Emperor gave ſtrict Charge unto all his Officers of Arms, to have a ſpecial Eye 
ne unto the Arch-Prieſt, for fear leaſt he on the ſudden ſhould fly the Field, or run away from them, as 
'd they would anſwer it with their Lives. The Merchant thus mounted, and his Sword girt to him, 
to + firſt entered the Liſts, after whom entered ſuch a Multitude of People that they were numberleſs. 
ſe Then after came the Arch · Prieſt, ſumptuouſly accompanied with Nobles and Knights of great Ho- _ 
e- nours and Dignity, The Combatants thus both enter'd the Liſts, ready to charge one another: Fs 
3 Pepin being there in Perſon call'd out aloud unto the Merchant, ſaying unto him; My. Friend, 
the Gods give thee Victory againſt this falſe Traitor, I vow unto thee before this Aſſemb - 
may but find out the Truth of my Siſter Belliſant) notwithſtanding the great Advancement Bt 
the Emperor hath promis'd, to take thee into France, and make thee a Companion with: the beſt in 
u my Kingdom. The Merchant gave the King great Thanks, and ſaid, Dread King, I doubt not bk 
e this Night to make this traiterous Arch- Prieſt confeſs that he hath treacherouſly ſought the -D=ſtraQti- - 
it on of your Siſter, Then came a Herald, adminiſtring to them both an Oath ; and fo Hearn the 
7 Liſts, left the Champions to their Fortunes. Now are both the Combatants ready to ſet forth, - 
; 5 and the Marſhals of the Field brought each of _ a Spear, which they no fooner had Tech) ed Oe 377 
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Swords, in ſuch a violent Manner, that with their Fury they redounded from their Armour to 
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they put Spurs to their Horſes, and ran with ſuch Violence together, that their Spears were 
db:oken in their Hands: Then they ſet forward to another Courſe, charging each other with their 
the Ground, cutting cf whole Quarters of their Co: ſlets, and left them as a Prey for thoſe that 
attended the Fight. The arch Prieſt ſeeing hinzelf ſo fiifly matched gave over the Fight till 5 
towards the Evening (for ſuch was the Cuſtom of the Country, that in any challenged Com- 1 
bat either Party might refuſe to follow the Fight fo eagerly, but that they might have a breath- W 
ing Time, ſo the Combatant was yielded to be vanquiſh'd before Sun-ſet, or elſe abide the 
Sentence of Death) thinking thereby to weary out the Merchant; which the Merchant perceiving, 
he prepared to receive the Arch-Prieſt couragiouſly when he encounter'd him ; which not being 
. after, the Merchant redoubled his Stroaks, that he ſmote off one of his Ears, and his Steel 
Habergion, and with the Violence of the Blow, the Merchant's Sword fell from his Hand, 
which the Arch - Prieſt ſeeing, put Spurs to his Horſe, and charged him with ſuch Violence, that he 
ran againſt the Merchant's Horſe and truſt out one of his Eyes; the Horſe feeling himſelf hurt, 
ran up and down as mad, leaping and prancing ſo furiouſly, that he unhors'd his Rider; and 
ſo hard was the Fortune of the Merchant, that in his Fall, his Foot hung in the Stirrup, whereby 


he was brought into great Danger, the Horſe hurrying him along the Field, that all were very 45 


ſorrowful to behold this lamentable Spectacle, and with the Amazement thereof, grew deſperate 
in their Hopes. K. Pepin was ſo diſcouraged at this diſaſtrous Chance, that the Tears :rickled 
down his Cheeks, uttering many ſilent Ejaculations againit the unkindneis of Fortune, 2 

Now that Which was moſt miraculous was, all this time that the Merchant was dragg'd up and down 


the Field, the Arch-Pricſt could not force his Horſe, to come up unto the Merchant, but fled out to . 


and fro, whereby he could not make a Prey of the Merchant as he intended to do. But ſee at 
laſt the Merchant's Horſe fell down, by which Means he got his Leg out of the Stirrup, and at laſt 
got on his Feet like a valiant and hardy Champion. The Prielt perceiving that the Merchant 
had recovered his Legs, came running with ſtrong Violence upon him, and thereby gave him 
five or ſix Blows upon his Shoulder, that the poor Merchant was even aſtoniſhed ; and at laſt was 
forced to draw back to recover Breath, and in a very little Space finding himſelf ſomewhat relieved 
he ſuddenly gave a freſh Aſſault upon the Arch-Prieſt againſt whom he ſtruck with ſuch Vio- 
lence, that the Sword fell out of his Hand - but he had firſt ſo wounded him that the Blood ran thro' Wy 
his Armour upon the Earth. This ſo vexed the Prieſt that he grew mad with Rage, and turned his 
Horſe upon the Merchant deſigning to over-run him; but the Merchant obſerving his drift, prepared 1 
to receive him, drawing a long Knife, 8 it into the Belly of his Horſe, ſo that the Horſe 
being thus wounded, began to fling and leap, inſomuch that the Prieſt was in Danger to be unhors d., 
and ſtriving to ſave himſelf, he loſt his Shield: The Merchant ſpying him thus unarmed, ran 
haſtily and caught up the Shield, and threw it away, ſo that he could no more recover it; 
that done, he made again towards his Horſe, and ſmote him into the Belly with his Sword, which WS 
brought the Horſe and his Rider down to the Ground. The Arch-Prieſt being thus unhors'd, was 
very nimble to recover himſelf, but the Merchant watching all Opportunities, gave him ſuch a = 
Blow, that as he began to riſe, he laid him flat again upon the Ground, and leaping upon him, 
pull'd off his Helmet, thinking to have imitten off his Head. The Arch-Prieft ſeeing himſelf in |: 
ſuch Danger, ſaid, Alas my Friend, 1 pray thee take pity on me, and give me leave to confeſs myſelf, for I 
yield myſelf wanguiſb d. The Merchant hereat was very courteous, and granted to him his deſire: 
The Prieſt had no ſooner got on his Feet, but claſping the Merchant in his Arms, threw him on the 44 
Ground, and leapt on him in a moſt ſudden Outrage, ſaying thus to the Merchant, I have the: 
now at advantage, and from my Hands thou ſhalt not eſcape with Life, if what I ſhall command 
thee thou do not effect. Ha! replied the Merchant, haſt thou thus betrayed me? Well, it is fo that 1' 
now Hand at thy Mercy, and that thou mayeft do with me what pleaſeth thee ; therefore let me know what it 
is thou commande, and ſo thou ſave my Life 1/þall gladly do it. Then thus go with me before the 


Emperor and King Pepin, and there openly and in the bearing of all Men, teſtify that thou falſely | 7 
accuſed me, and that thereby I may be cleared of thoſe falſe Accuſations, which by this Means 


have : 5 
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have been brought upon me; all of which if thou accompliſh, I ſwear and promiſe thee to ſave ty 
© Life; and beſides. be a means unto the Emperor and his Brother to get thee peace and forgiveneſs of | 
BT this thy foul Fact, committed both againſt them and me alſo: Nay more, I {wear unto thee by che 
Faith of a Gentleman, and by the Order of Prieſthood, to give thee a Niece of mine in Marriage, who 
at mall be to thee, rich, fair, and of pleaſant Behaviour; and to conclude, thou ſhalt be made more 
ZT honourable and wealthy. Therefore adviſe thyſelf now, whether thou wilt be made happy in an ho- 
FX nourable Life, or miſerable in an untimely Death. PR. : 
FX The Merchant having heard the Arch-Prieſt's Tale, was upon a ſudden exceeding ſorrowful, and not 
wichout Cauſe ; but not knowing what to reſolve upon, he at length thus anſwer'd: Sir Prieſt, your Ar- 
WM gunmen are grounded upon good Reaſon, therefore 1 am reaty to accompliſh your Defres, Jo that you will be a 
= mindful of your Promiſes. In me (quoth the Arch-Prieſt) Here ſhall appear no Fault. Why then (quoth the 
Merchant) wet 106 ſer forwards to the Emperor, and there will I ſet you free from all thoſe Accuſations heretofore 
I have exhibited againſt you. It is well, (/aid the Arch-Pricft ) wherefore riſe up then, and let us go tog - 
ther. The Merchant had no ſooner got on his Feet, but he began again afreſh to open all the Treaſon 
Pof the Arch: Prieſt, even to his Teeth ; and again he took Courage, and now would requite him in the 
ſame Sauce he had ſerv'd him before, and ſuddenly claſping the Arch-Prieſt in his Arms, he threw him 
down, and having bim at Advantage, he ſaid thus, Arch-Priefl, ſeeing you have taught me to play my Part, 
therefore think no more upon Confeſſions ; for you ſhall confeſs to me or none, The Arch - Prieſt ſeeing himſelf 
beaten at his own Weapons, began again to intreat, but the Merchant nothing regarding his Words, 
preſently put out his Eyes, and gave him ſo many deadly Blows, that he made him ſure enough from 
= ariſing to do him any harm. I hen the Merchant ca'l'd the Marſhals of the Field, and ſaid : Lo here 
ES you ſee that I hawe done my beſi Endeavours againſt the Arch-Pricfl : If he be vanquiſh"d ſay ſo, for Tam ſure 
I have brought him to ſuch a Paſs, that I may kill him outright if I pleaſe ; therefore my Requeſt now unta 
== you is, that you would coudud? Alexander Emperor of Conſtantinople, and King Pepin of France hither 
accompanied with their wcorthy Lords and Knights, that they may be Ear Witneſſes of the Confe//ion which 
nt te Arch-Prieft ſhall make unto them, and alſo hear in what unjuſt manner he waged the Combat againſt me. 
The Marſhals did according to the Requeſt of the Merchant; and then preſently came the Emperor 
with King Pepin, and all the Nobles, even to the Place where the Arch-Prieſt lay fully vanquiſh'd. Then 
the Emperor demanded of him the Truth, which the Arch-Prieſt confeſſed, declaring the whole Plot 
Jof his Villainies, and how by his means the Empreſs had been wrongfully baniſhed. When the Stand- 
ers by heard all the whole Matter, a Multitude of Tears were ſhed ; but eſpecially the Emperor, whoſe 
**F Lamentations were fo violent, that ail that were about him wept with great Bitterneſs. Now if the Em- 
g peror was ſorrowful, what may you think of King Pepin, her Brother: Alaſs ! it was not without great 
7 Cauſe, when they ſaw and knew that by too much truſt given to a treacherous Arch-Prieſt they had loft 
the Lady Belli/a»t. Between theſe two great Princes, there was great Joy and great Sorrow: Joy to : 
an King Pepin that his Siſter was found innocent and blameleſs: Sorrow to the Emperor, that he ſhould be: 
the only Means (by falſe Suggeſtions) of his Wife's Baniſhment. At laſt, Lamentations were laid apart, 
when they had heard the Confeſſion of the Arch Prieſt's Treaſon, the Emperor conſulted. with his 
as Council, that the Traytor ſhould be put into a Cauldron of hot burning Oyl alive, and ſo to finiſh his 
2 miſerable Days, as he had traiterouſly ſought the Life of that innocent Lady. Execution was ſudden- 
n, ly to be done, and it being done, the aſſembly of the People of all ſorts were diſmiſſed. Afterwards 
& King Pepin withdrew himſelf to his Lodgings ; but the Emperor ſorrow ful for what had happen d, came 
before King Pein, and humbling himſelf began to ſay: Alas! dear Brother, I am forrowful for 
: (% my Error, in that I hawe fo raſply committed ſuch a deteſtable Crime againſt my Lady your Sifter, and theſe 
* #3 nob/*Knights your Attendants : Let it ſuffice, that I behold my own Folly. What ſhall I ſay? I can but 
crave Pardon fer my Fault, and give myſelf into your Hands, to do to me whatſcever pleaſeth you. Au 
ind for a further Satisfafion, I render up into your Hands my Empire, ith all the Regality thereuntd apper- 
I taining; for I am altogether unworthy to rule an Empire, that am not Maſter of my own Afettions.' 
t it Tale it I ſay, for I auill be no longer ſerved, but during the reſt of Life, will become a Servaut te thee, or © 


the any, for no better have 1 deſerved. 2 
ey King Pepin perceiving the Emperor ſo paſſionate, and ſo humble-minded, kindly took him from the 
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Ground, and before all his Lords, freely forgave him ali his Treſpaſſes. So that before they parted, 
there was a general Peace concluded, and a ſpeedy Courſe taken to ſend into all Parts of the World, 
to ſeek the diſtreſſed Lady Belliſant. Thus all Things ſettled in Order, King Pepin es to take 
ong Journey, 

arrived in France, and fo to Orleans, to refreſh his tired Spirits, toſſed too and fro in Melancholy ang 
heavy Cogitations, for the woful Miſchance befallen unto his Siſter Belliſant. Being thus ſafely arrived, 
and ſeated at O, leans, the King was right joyful, that at laſt he had atrained the Place he ſo much de- 
fired, by reaſon that it was one of the godlieſt Foreſts in the Realm. Being come thither, he cauſed MF 
eat Banquets to be made for his Welcome, which was accordingly perform d. In the Midft of the 5 
Feattings and Revellings, the Squire that had Charge of the Orphan Valentine, took and preſented 
him before the King, ſaying : Dread Sovereign, lo here, I prelent you the poor Orphan that your 
- ſame Child which you commanded me to fee brought 


his Leave of the Emperor. King Pepin, having taken his Leave of Canſlantinaple, after a 


Majeſty found in the Foreſt of Orlians, and t 
up, not at my Expence, dread Sovereign, but your own. My Liege, the Reaſon why I make tender 


of him to you at this time is, becauſe he is growing to Man's Eſtate; and ſo, may it pleaſe your . 
Majeſty, it is time to diſpoſe of him as you pleaſe. The King having heard the Words of the Squire, 
called this Orphan (named Valentine) unto him, and took him by the Hand, and moved divers Que- 
ſtions unto him, all which he anſwer'd with much Modeſty, and great Wiſdom ; and being raviſh'd BF 
therewitz, commanded that all his Cup-board of Plate ſhould be given unto him: Moreover, (aid 
the King) I command that this Orphan, Valentine, be dearly preſerv'd and kept; for you may 
perceive I reſpe& him above common Love: I will alſo, that this Infant ſhall be nouriſhed and kept 
with my Daughter Eglantine; ſhe is born fair, wiſe, and well endow'd with all the richeſt Gifts 
of Natuie. The King having given this Command, it was accompliſhed, inſomuch, that they were 
both under the Government of one and the ſame nurſe, and had one and the ſame Attendants. Yea, 
every way they joy'd one in the Company of the other, in ſuch wiſe, that if the one was but a little 1255 
abſent from the other, there was a kind of Lamentation till: they came together again; but eſpeciallß 
the King's Daughter, who ponder'd on the prudent carriage of the Orphan, that ſhe became in Lore 
with him, inſomuch, that his Abſence brought her into a thouſand Fears, and drove her diſturb'd 'F 


Thoughts into many Doubts and Jealouſies. 


Now Valentine was ever pradtiſing himſelf in Feats of Arms, as Horſes, Armour, Juſts and Tourn- 


aments, ſtill expoſing himſelf to all Dangers whatſoever. The King wiſely beholding the Inclination 


of this youth, allotted unto him what his Heart deſired, and furniſh'd him with Armour, Horſe, Lands, 
| Revenues, and made him Lord of rich Poſſeſſions. 7 . 3 
Being thus furniſh'd, there aroſe within the Court many ſecret Mutterings, whereby many 4. 
People fretted ſo ſore in Envy towards him, that they uttered forth many reproachful Words 
againſt him, ſaying ; that he was at the beſt, but a poor, baſe Foundling, without any known 
Parents or Friends, of no gentle or noble Stock, and ſuch like. Which when Valentine heard, 

he could take no other Revenge but fit down and Weep; whoſe Tears the fair Eglantine 
. perceiving, would in a tender Woman-like Affection accompany him, even pouring forth her 


Tears alſo for Company. At length when he ſaw Tears little prevailed, he began to forſake it, 


as Inferiors. Valentine thus growing up in the Love of the Court, all this while his Brother 


Orſon runs in the Foreſt, all rough and covered with Hair, like a Bear, and leading the Life of a 
. Beaſt, where we leave him awhile, and return unto. the Affairs of King Pepin. It ſo chanced hat 
there came into Orleans divers Ambaſſadors from the Pope, demanding Aid againſt the Sarazen,, 

Enemies of the holy Faith, who had lately taken the City of Rome Þ 1 
underſtanding hereof, by divers Letters receivd, addreſs'd himſelf and his Powers to make 
Reſiſtance againſt the common Enemy, and among the reſt of his worthy Followers, he ordained 
this young Valentine a chief Commander. Fair Eg/antine hearing that Valentine ſhould make one, 


became wonderous heavy and ſorrowful, for that ſhe loved him more than any other Creature, 
and fecrejly ſent a Meſſenger unto him to come and ſpeak with her: And when he _ the 
7 855 18 ing, 


ny 


y Violence: King Pepin | 
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and taking Heart, bore himſelf like a Man amongſt the greateſt in the Court, carrying himſelf in 4 
fach humble and gentle Frame, that he gained the Love of all Sorts and Degrees, as well Nobles k 
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ted, ſighting; faid unto him: Alas Valentine my Lowe, new I am quite bereft of all Foy ; for I perrei ve you 
rld, vill betake yourſelf to a dangerous War : Gentle Lowe, leave me not ſo deſalate ; would to the Geds that I had 
neitber Father nor Friend in the Warld to contradi&t my Will, then ſhou'd/t thou faon perceive how my Action 
ey, fands to thy Perſon; for if Wiſhes might avail, J. bare, (by the Gods, ) thou art the only Man I weuld join 
and myſelf unto in the Bands of Marriage ; and then ſhouldft thou be the King of France, and | Queen. The young 
red, Man hearing her idle Imaginations, faid ; Madam, leave theſe womaniſh Dotages, you know I um no Pe, fon 


de- fitting your Eflate; I am but a poor Foundling that your Father hath cauſed a long time to be nouriſh'd for 
ſed Charity-ſake ; 1 am no wwey fitting for you, or the meaneft Damſel attending your Perſon, make your Chrice el/e- 
the E quhere, and join Royal Blood unto yours; and ſowith all Duty I take ny Leave, and commend you to lb od. Have 
ted "WF ing thus ended his Speech, awvay he goes, leaving the poor Lady all heawy and deſolate, in the midſt of mourning. 
our By this time the King, and all his Retinue, were in Readineſs to depart, and taking their Way from 
ght Orleans towards Rome, they went through a mighty Foreſt ; and being enter'd, the King call'd the Lords 
der and Barons together, and ſaid unto them; My Lords, it is not unknown to you, that in theſe Woods 


op (as Report goeth) there liveth a ſtrange Monſter, a wild Man, much fear'd of Paſſengers, which Spec- 


our 

ire, tzcle of man's Shape I long to behold, before I venture out any farther on our intended Voyage to 
ue- 2. The Lords generally conſented, and the Chaſe was ſuddenly appointed. Having entered the 
hd Woods, they chaſed ſeveral Sorts of wild Beaſts, and overcame them; but as for Orion, the wild 


Man none durſt adventure the finding forth of him, ſave only his Brother Yalentine, (but he knew 
nothing) who followed ſtill the Chaſe, hoping at laſt both to find and fight him alſo. Every Way 
they begert the Wood, ſome one Way and ſome another; the King himſelf venturing ſo far that he 
came before a Cave, dark and obſcure, where the wild Man uſed to hide himſelf. © Orſon perceivin 
the King, ruſhed out upon him, and caught him within his Nails (which were long and crooked) an 


ere 

'ea, in a rough and ravenous Manner, caſt him on the Ground. The King, thus ſuddenly ſurpriſed by a 
tle Savage, never look d for Life, but in a 33 Manner, cried out for Help, and was ſeconded by a 
ll, valiant Knight at Arms, who ſpying the King, to be almoſt ſtrangled, ſuddenly drew his Sword to run 
ve the wild Man through. Orſen, perceiving the glittering Sword, left the King, and ran furiouſl 
b'd upon the Knight, took him in his Arms and overthrew him, Horſe and all: The Horſe, ſore gde. 


-& got up again, and in a mad fit ran up and down the Foreſt; but as for the Rider, (though a Knight 
at Arms) Or/en held him fo faſt with his Twangs and Talons, that at laſt he pulled him in Pieces. In 
the mean Space the King eſcap'd; and meeting Part of his Company, related to them the great 
Danger he had eſcap'd, and the fearful Death of the Knight. Theſe Tidings much amaz'd the reft :. 
of the Company; yet being manfully reſolv'd, they joined theniſelves together, and marched toward”: : * 
the Cave, either to take Orſon alive, or to put him to death in the Cave. But being come thiche r. 


ny |: 

0 they found the Knight dead, and torn to Pieces; but Orſon they could not find, for the Gods had je- 
vn 22 him to be conquer'd by his Brother Valentine, of whoſe Proceedings you ſhall here more here 
d, after. | | l 

ne S8o the King, perceiving their Labour loſt, gave over the Chaſe, and ſet forward towards 

ler Rome, After this the King rank'd his Forces in Battle Array; and the great Enſign of France 

it, was given to one called Mylon Dougler, a very valiant Prince, and a wiſe Leader, ſo that he and 

in his two Brethren Gervar and Samſon had the whole Command of the Forces that then were march- 

es ing towards Rome. When they were come unto Rome, King Pepin deſired Battle, and would ſain 

er underſtand the State that the City now ſtood in, under the Conqueſt of. the Sarazens : but it was 
a told him that he ſhould not be too inquiſitive about thoſe Affairs, for the Admiral of Io Sara- 

at xers bad ſurpriſed the City, and put Multitudes to the Sword, and had ſpoiled and delaced all 


„, the Churches, and made them Temples fit for their heatheniſh Gods; and he conſtraired the 
in Pope, with his Cardinals, Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Priors, Monks, Friars, and all the Eccte- | 
ce ſiaſtical Perſons to ſerve at their heatheniſh Altars, and to ſacrifice to their Devils, aſter the Þ 
d 15 Cuſtom of the Heathens. When King Pepin underſtood thereof, he was enraged to bear that 


«1 the Chriſtians were thus captivated by Heathens; wherefore he removed his Camp nearer to the + 

e, City, and there havieg aſſembled all his Forces, he began to draw them into divers Squadrons, 
e meaning thereby to give them a ſudden Aﬀault; for his Fury was ſo great agaiuft theſe hea- 
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theniſh Saraxens that he vowed Revenge upon them; but taking better Advice, he reſerv'd himſelf and his . 
Army for a Seaſon. What after befel ſhall be deliver'd at large, when fit Occafion ſerveth our Purpoſe, 
CHAP. VI. | 3 15 

How King Pepin befieged Rome; and how Valentine juſted awith the Admiral of the Sarazens, and ſlew | Li 
him, whereby the City was relieved, and won again from the Sarazens. 2h 


K ING Pepin being thus come to Rome, beſieg'd it, and after ſome few Days ſpent, he called about 0 


him his Barons, Knights, and Men of War, and began to ſpeak unto them in this manner; My Lords, 
and Follogveri, you will know that this heatheniſh Admiral, Enemy to the Chriſtian Faith and Church of Rome, 
hath put many Chriſtians to the Savord, and wiolently trodden under Foot all ſuch as withſtood his Power : 
therefore it is our Duties to commiſerate their E Hate that are thus overthrown, and to try the Fortune of aBat- 
tle againſt thoſe heatheniſh Pagans, and either drive them out of the City, or leave our carcaſſes dead for a Prey 


as many haz e done before. Il herefere I King Pepin, reſting upon this Reſolution, wou'd fain find out a Man 85 
e bear unto the Proud Admiral a Letter of Defiance in my Name. King Pepin having finiſhed his Speech, 


there was none among them made any Anſwer. At length Valentine ſeeing all ttand mute ſtept forth 7 
before the Emperor, and began to ſpeak in this manner, Mighty Sovereign, fo you be pleaſed to give ne 
Leave I Gall undertake the Meſſage, and ſhall not fear to (peak both unto the Pagan Admiral, and the xchole 


Holt of” the Pagans, avere there Mullitudes twice as many as they be, and my Return ſhall make Proof that 


baue done my Meſſage, both with Honour and Advantage to your Majeliy. The Ki:g ſeeing Valentine 2 


thus ſo forward, and of ſuch an undaunted and valiant Reſolution, was right joyful ; and all thoſe 
of his princely Train greatly marvelled at his magnanimous Spirit. Whereupon the King call'd fort! 
unto him a Secretary, willing him to draw a Letter of Defiance, and deliver the ſame to Valentine. 
Valentine prepared himſelf thereunto, and no ſooner had received the Letter, but he took Leave of the 
King and all his Train, and being bravely mounted, he took his way towards Rome, and ſo to the Place 


where the Admiral lay. Coming there, he came before the Admiral, and ſaluted him after this man- 


ner. The Gods perſer ve the noble and puiſſant King Pepin, my Lord and Sovereign : and Mahomet whom thou y 


[erueft, ſave and agfend thee, redoubted Admiral. When Valentine had thus ſpoken. the Admiral rouz d 


trom his Chair, and with fierce and frowning Brow, replied thus unto him: Meſſenger return. Ana E 


ger thee cut of my Sight, and ſay thus unto King Pepin, will him either to renounce his Faith, and beli:ve 


i Mabamet, or let him look for no other Sentence than Death ; for I'll deſiroy him together awith all his 

' Lands and Kingdom. Get thee gone, and make here no longer abode; Go I ſay, reply- not a Word for my 
Heart is enrag d that jo long I juffer thee. Again I tell thee, that for thy part, thou haſt committed a haughty 
Enterprize, thus to enter my Palace, to deliver any ſuch Meſſage unto me: Wherefore I aſſure thee, by the 
Height of my Majefly, that if I did aſſuredly know that what thou haſt done were thro' .Pride of Heart and 
Injolence, thereby to make a Mocl at our Maje/ty, thou ſhou'd never return to King Pepin, to carry an 
nfwer to thy proud Maſter's Letters. bes Ts ; 

Valentine hearing theſe furious Words ſounding from the Admiral, began to be afraid; wherefore 
deliberating with himſelf what to reply, he mildly ſaid ; High and mighty Empercr, do not imagine, 
that by Pride I am cime before you; for when you ſhall underſtand the manner of my ceming, you Till be 
aſioniſb d thereat. Why then (queth the Admiral) ſay on, tell how thou art come, for I {ware by Ma- 
amet, I ſhall take great pleaſure in hearing thee relate thine Enterprize. Then ſaid Valentine Sir, fa 
it is that I aras accuſed to King Pepin for a Cocvard, and that fince | came to this War, I fhould Jecret- 
ty have flolen away from the Camp and returned again into France: for which, great Admiral, . the K. 
had me in Diſgrace, and vcabed the next Morning to ſinite off my Head. I perceving my ſelf in this Dan- 


Fer. ſauntt rather to ſave my Life, than to loſe both Life and Honour, and therefore gave it forth throughout 
the whale Camp, that I would come unto your Court to Defie you on the King's Behalf, and therexithal that 


Zatould challenge you to break three Spears with me in fingle Combat, to try your waliancy, and to win loſt 
Honour that before I told unto you: Wherefore my Requeſt is, that your greatneſs would grant me my Requeſt, 
otherwiſe I dare newer return again, left the King put me to Death. The Admiral hearing this pitiful 


Tale of Valentine, ſaid unto him; Son, I do ſware by Mahomer, thou ſhalt not be refuſed, - but at 
this Inſtant 1 offer thee the juſts; and to the End that thoſe Frenchmen that lye in Siege before the 


Valentine 


City might have a Sight thereof, I will ordain the Place of Juſting to be without the City. 


Valentine humbly thank'd him, and in Token of his Acceptance and unfeigned Love, he fell down 
and kiſſed the Feet of the Admiral, Valentine grew into great Favour at the Admiral's Court. but yet 
it often troubled his Mind that he could not know who were his Parents. But while he beſtow'd his 
ZZ wandring thoughts here, the Admiral ſaid thus unto him: Fair Son, methinks you are very penſive. 
is true (quoth he) and not without Cauſe, for I am afraid that 1 ſhall be flain in thoſe Tufts ; wwherefere 


out 28 a 

u, my Regueſt is, that 1 may have a Confeſſor to give me abſolution for my Sins. Then the Admiral commanded 

ne, that a Prieſt ſhould be brought him. The Prieſt being come, ſaid unto Valentine: New confeſs unto we, 
Valentine getting the Prieſt aſide, and being together, he ſaid thus unto him ; Sir, you are a Chri- 


A 1 85 tian Prieſt and you ought moſt to defend the Chriftian Faith, wherefore bear ben to what / ſhall tell you, 
= /or it is a thing that requireth great Secrecy, Thus it is, You know this Day I am to juft with the heathenifh 
8 © Admiral, the greateſt Enemy te Chriſiian People: New I am well aſſur d that a great number of the Sara- 


ch, | ; : 
rth all give Warning 10 all Chriſtians to keep Wi thin the Walls, ar ming themſelves in a readineſs, and 
„ne clo/ely keep it from the Ears of the Pagans ; ſo when the Pagans are come forth to behold the Tufts, the 
obs Criſtians all ſuddenly Jurpriſe the Guards that keep the Gates, and if any Mutiny ariſe, let them keep out 
nat BE thoſe that are cut, and ſend a Meſſenger to King Pepin of what is done, that he with bis Army may come 
ane unto them that are awithout, whilſt theſe within are ſet on by the armed Chriſtians ; Jo begirting them 
ole BY on every fide, that in the end abe may make ſuch a laughter of them, that the Chriſtians may receive 
th both their City in Peace, and their former Liberty. So having ended his Speech the Prieſt departed: | 
„e. The Admiral commanded Valentine to be led into his Chamber to dine, giving them charge he 
he fould be honoutably attended at the Board. Being ſet among many Lords, be behaved himſelf 
ce gently and mildly towards all. Dinner being done, the Admiral call'd unto him a'Nephew of his, 
n- named Salatas, commanding him to ſee Valentine as well armed in all Points as himſelf; and moreover 
en charged his Nephew to deliver unto Ya/.n:ine the Beſt Horſe in his Stable. Salatas having te- 
24 + ceiv'd his Command from his Uncle the Admiral, took Valentine and led him into a fair Hall ; 
„ © beingcome thither, he cauſed to be laid before him divers Armours, willing him to make Choice 
ve of the beſt. Valentine caſt his Eyes upon them all, at laſt appointed the Armour wherewith he 
ii; would be armed, and making himſelf ready as faſt as he could, he approach'd down into the 


ny A outer Court, where he was attended with his Horſe, ready to pꝓut his Feet into the Stirrup. 
ty being come down out of the Hall, he preſently mounted his Horſe ; the Admiral 2 likewiſe 


ty | f : 
Fo ready armed, out of his privy place. Being thus arm'd, they took their way towards the chief Gate 


„ of the City of Rome, for on that fide King Pepin had laid his Siege. When they were both in the 
Field Valentine hung his Shield about his Neck, in which he wore a Heart waving in a Field 
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= zens avi i que forth of the City to be Eye auitneſſes of thoſe Fuſts to be he'd without the City. Therefore you 


1 of Silver, and on one Side a Tree, all which did fignify that he was found in a Foreſt, and were 
the ſame Arms King Pepin beſtow'd on him. The Champions being enter'd the L'it, great Was 
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ug the Clamour of the French in Joy of Valentine; the Sound whereof the Pagans hearing, ſuddenly 
7 iſſued out of the City to behold the triumphant Juſts, | r 
Ihe *ryar having play'd his Part, among the Chriſtians within the City, preſently after the 
7 Pagans were gone out to behold theſe Triumphs, prepar'd themſelves to take Poſſeſſion of the 
,. x Gates, which having gotten, there was no Entrance again to be expected, King Pepin being 
- FX acquainted with their Purpoſe, prepared all his Men of War ready to relieve Valentine, if Necet. 
- 2 fity required. Having all things in readineſs, the Hour was at Hand that the Juſis ſhould begin, 
+; IF >S0 each of them being prepared for the Encounter, they valantiy couch'd their Spears, and the 
+ EF firſt Courſe proved ſo valiant, that their Spears ſhiver'd all in Spliniers ; each Combatant per. 
2 ©ÞF ceiving Valour to brandiſh on the Top of his Helmet, made out a ſecond Courſe, where alen. 
„ lle got the better; for with his Spear {charg'd againſt the Admiral) he gave him ſuch a BoW. 
1 FX bat he forc'd his Spear quite thro” his Body, inſomuch that he fell from his Horſe ftane dead, 
t 8 making a pitiful Noiſe at his Departure; wherefore the Pagans ran at Valentine and would have 
2 killed him. Valentine perceiving their Intent, with a reſolute Courage put Spurs to his Horſe, 
„and with his Sword drawn, violently ruſhed thro* the thickeſt of the Pagans, and flew many. _ 
, of them as he paſſed. King Pepin with his Hoſt came up to the Aid of Valentine, but he was 
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22 The HISTORY of VALENTINE and ORSON. © 
befet by the Pagans, that he was ſmitten from off his Horſe ; which Yalentine ipying, came up to 


[ will reward thee liberally. By this time the Battle grew ſo hot, that the Pagans were forced to retire 


placed the Enſigus and Standards of King Pepin on the Walls. 


The Pagans ſeeing King Pepin's Colours diſplayed on the Walls, betook themſelves to Flight; in 
Chace of them the Chriſtians follow'd on ſo faſt, that they ſhamefully ended their Days. In this 
Battle were flain a thouſand Pagans, only by the Means of Valentine, who bote himſelf fo valiantly all 


that Day, that he was the Death of many of the Pagans. | | 
And thus, by his Proweſs, the City was again reſtored to the Chriſtians, for which Deed there was 
great Triumph ia all Chriſtendom, but eſpecially at Rome, that all the Inhabitants round about gave 


everlaſting Praiſe to King Pepin of France, and by the general Applauſe of the People, he was created 
Emperor, ard crowned by the Pope. King Pepin did many good Acts in his Time, adminiſtring WR 


Juſtice to all. This happened in the Time of Pope Clement the 1Vth. 
; | | EH AP, VIII. X | 
How Haufray and Henry repined at the Lowe the King Heu“, to Valentine, 


manner: This Foundling Fellow, I perceive, grows in Favour with the King, and there muſt be ſome 


Courſe taken to croſs his Deſigns, or elſe our Overthrow will ſhortly fall upon it: For (quoth he) you 70 


know well, that the King has no Sons but we two, and one, named Char/emain, which, if our 


Father die, may be our Furtherance quickly to be ſet beſide the Kingdom. Again, it is greatly, 5 
to be feared, that this Valentine will ſupport and uphold him againſt us: Therefore, Brother 


T think it good to frime ſome Plot againſt him, to bring him in Diſpleaſure with the _ 
and ſo far to proſecute our Revenge againſt him, that, if it be poſſible, we will not only work 
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reſcue the King, ſo that he horſed him again. The King perceiving himſelf delivered out of Danger, :. 
he called unto Valentine, and faid My Child, thou haſt ſaved my Life, which if the Gods grant to ſpare, 


do the City: when they came to the Gates, the Chriſtians that were in the City iſſued on them, and 


1 


T/ING Pepin, having expelled the Pagans out of Rome, took his Way back again towards Orleans, and 
being there arrived, he was made right joyfully welcome by Bartha his Queen, with her little Son 
Charlemain, and her fair Daughter Eg/antine, and their Joy appeared ſo much the more tor that of Ya- 
lentine, whom ſhe loved ſo dearly, was returned Home in Safety: Being ſome few Days reſted from his 
weary Labours, the Lady ſent for Valentine, who accordingly came unto her. When ſhe ſaw him, ſhe 
ſaluted him kindly, and with an amorous Countenance, began thus unto him: Valentine, you above all 
the reſt are moſt welcome ; and well ought it jo to be: Fame hath blown forth her Trumpet of your Triumphs; 
and Report ſays, you were the Champion that drove the Pagans out of Rome. Valentine replied, Madam, 1 
can hinder no Man to ſpeak what pleaſeth him ; but as for myſelf, 1 have done little deſerving Praiſe : but it 'A 
hath pleaſed the King your Father to do me great Honour, even ſo much as all the Days of my Life I am not able 
to make the leaſt Recompence. And as he ſpake theſe Words, Haufray and Henry (two Men compoſed of all 
Envy) entered the Chamber of Eg/antine ; and ſeeing him, began thus to ſpeak : Valentine, what have 
you to do in the Chamber of our Siſter ? It is no Place for ſuch Straglers as you are; this your Boldneis 
is not to be borne ; no Man knows of whom you are, therefore we adviſe you to be warned, that you 
attempt not the like again, leſt you dearly pay for your Preſumption. Valentine hearing theſe Words, 
anſwer d; Wrong me not, for I entered not the Chamber of your Siſter to her Diſhonour. What, tho“? 
I be poor, and not known from whence I am, yet I am not ſo baſe as to offer Violence unto one deicended i 
from the Blood of Kings; and further, I promiſe and vow never to come into her Chaziber again; And 
= Yherewithaldeparted, leaving the Lady very penſive all alone. Valentine haſtened to the Palace, to wait upon 
the King at Dinner, where was in Preſence Haufray and Henry, and the Duke of Mylon Dougler, who 
likewiſe waited on the King during Dinner. Dinner being ended, the King aroſe, and called to ”a/entine, 
and in the hearing of all his Nobles, began to ſay ; My Lords, here is Valentine, who hath well deſerved 
at our Hands, and who ſaved my Life when I was in danger: Therefore to the end that you may take 
Knowledge of his gocd Services towards me, I freely give him the Earldom of Clerimont and Avergue: 
and when I can beſtow. more upon him, he ſhall not be forgotten. Valentine gave him many Thanks 
ſaying, That he had heaped more Honours on him than he could any way deſerve. Haufray and Henry |* 
hearing theſe Words, grew greatly diſcontented, and at laſt Henry began to ſpeak to his Brother in this 
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his Downfal, but Life alſo. This being effected, we may at our Pleaſure govern the Realm without 
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| Contradictions, He having ended his Speech, Hayfray replied, let it be as thou haſt ſaid, and that ve 


ZX defloured our Siſter, and that we took him in Bed with her; which, when the King heareth, will 
certainly put him to death. Being reſolv'd, they daily fed their Imaginations with the Death of Ja- 
leutine; while he (not miſtruſting) ſerved the King in all Duty, inſomuch that the King's Love daily 
4 increaſed towards him, and above all others, defired molt his Company. 


28 Here let us leave off a little, and came to Oy his Brother, who all NEE while lived in the Foreſt, 
ſo much feared of all Men, that none durſt approach nigh the Wood: Daily Complaints came unto 


3 the King from every Side; and among the reſt it chanced on a Day, that a poor Man came all wounded 
&& ſaying thus unto the King; Sir, I am come before you to make Complaint againſt the wild Man in the 


Woods; for one Day as I and my Wife paſſed thro' the Foreſt, carrying Bread and other Victuals, 
the wild Man eame upon us, and took it away; and more than, that, he violently took my Wife from 
me, and conſtrained her to yield unto his lawleſs Luft, The King hearing out the poor Man's Tale, 
was diſpoſed to make himfelf merry with his ill Fortune, and thereupon aſked the poor Man this 
= Queſtion, whether grieved him molt, either the taking away of his Victuals, or his Wife? By my 

Faith (faid the poor Man) the Wrong offer d to my Wife. Thou haſt rightly ſaid (quoth the King) 


5 therefore I command my Treaſurer to ſee Reſtitution made thee for the Loſs of thy Victuals; but 


for thy Wife, thou muſt bear the Burden thereof thyſelf. After this the King cauſed ai! his Barons 
to aſſemble, and make fome Order to take Orfon, all which they did: And hereupon a Proclamation 
was ſent into all Parts of the Realm, That whofoever he was, that would take this wild Man, alive 


or dead, ſhould have a thouſand Marks for his Reward. Hereupon aſſembled many worthy Knights, 
to take this Taſk in AJand ; but the King being one Day in his Palace, in the midſt of his Nobles, 
„talking and debating who ſhould be appointed to this Buſineſs, Hayfray, Enemy to Valentine being 
= there, ſaid unto the King, Sir, bere is Valentine, whom you have nouriſh'd and advanc'd to high 
+ Dignities, and one that hath offer'd unlawful Love to our Siſter Eg/antine ; he is the fitteſt to ſet for- 
"X wards to try his Valour, and to be employed to fetch this wild Man, that is ſuch a Terror to the In- 


habitants, and if with his Valour he can vanquiſn him, then let him have Eg/antize in Marriage, 
which is his defired Wiſh. The King hearing theſe Words of his Son, ſaid: Away for thy Speech 
ſavoureth of nothing but Envy :- What tho' he be poor, and of low Birth, and found in a Foreſt, yet 
I find him to be true and truſty, and of gentle Carriage: and to me ſeemeth to born of more noble 
Parentage than thou art: Leave off theſe malicious and bitter Speeches againſt him, for the Beha- 


| 7 viour that dwelleth in him, ſhews that he is deſcended of more noble Lineage than as yet to us ap- 
peareth. And for my Part (for the divers Virtues that daily are ſeen in him) am willing. that be go to my 
Daughter whenever he pleaſe, for I am well aſſured that no Diſhonour can be offeted out of a Branch 


of ſuch a generous Spirit. | | | " £ 
. Haufray hearing the King make this Apology on the Behalf of Valentine, was ſore diſpleaſed in 
Heart: but ſetting a good Face upon the Matter, diſſembles his Countenance for that time; but it 
ſeemed Valentine well obſerv'd him, and at laſt brake forth into theſe Words: Hafray, without any 
ZZ Cauſe on my Part, you have ſpoken ill of nie, and your Will is, that I ſhould undertake the Fight 
and Conqueſt of this wild Man only to this End, that I might end my Days. that your Revenge may . 
be accompliſh'd upon me: well be it ſo, here before the King, I take a ſo!:mn Oath, that I will 


* take the Enterprize upon me, and find out the wild Man, and having found him, I wiltfght hin 
and either bring him alive or dead, or elſe leave my dead Carcaſs as a Witneſs in the open Field; - 


But if I conquer and live, I will never more be ſeen in this Country till I have found my Father that 


?; | begat me: As alſo, bring to light whether I was lawfully begotten in Wedlock, and how I came to ; 


be left an Infant in the Wood. The King underſtanding well what Danger Valentine had plunged 
himſelf into, grew exceeding angry againſt his two Sons, curſing them, for that they were the Cauſe 
of this Enterprize ; for he loved Valentine more than any; and at laſt called Valentine and ſaid: My 
Child, adviſe well what you undertake ; for to fight with the wild Man, is Deſperation itſelf ; yo 
= cannot be ignorant how many valiant Men, and - Champions have been by hin overcome, and 

C N : others 2 * 
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others likewiſe of valiant Account have forſaken this Combat: Therefore, I ſay, let not the evil 
Words of a few malicious Men, make you deſperate in loſing your Life : for my Child, it is far 


better to endure all the bitter Words of Envy (which is accounted Virtue) than hazard your Life 


againſt ſuch a Monſter, and no Man.“ Valentine replied, © Pardon me, my Liege, for I will never 
revoke my intended Purpoſe. They call me Foundling Brat, which grieves my very Soul, for in- 
deed I know not what I am, nor of what Place, but I reſt determin'd, and ſo I take my Leave; for 
to Morrow Morning I will ſet forward on my intended Enterprize Having taken his Leave, mar- 


vel not, tho' the fair Eglantine made great Lamentations for what had happen'd ; but the next Morn- | 


ing by break of Day, ſhe call'd one of her Maidens, and ſaid unto her, Go and bid Valentine 
come and ſpeak with me before his Departure : bid him fear no Danger of Life, for I would fain take 
my Leave of him.“ The Damſel did as the Lady commanded, and when ſhe came to Valentine, ſhe 
found him mounted on Horſeback, and ſhe delivered her Meſſage unto him. He underſtanding her 
Errand, faid unto her: Damſel, I know the Love to be great between the Lady Eglantine and me, 
yet I would not wiſh her to defire that which might turn to her Diſhonour : For Envy is of ſo great 
Power, that it never leaves them whom it once poſſeſſeth. And certain it is, that Haufray and Henry 
(Brethren to your Lady) have at me wicked and malicious Hearts, and will purſue me even to Death, 
(if it be poſſible) wherefore, fair Damſel, bear this Anſwer, which you hear me tell, and bid her 
think no evil thereof; and farther, that ſhe hold me in Excuſe that I refuſe to come: And ſo farewel. 
r IA. | : 

How Valentine conguer'd his Brother Orſon in the Foreſt of Orleans. How Valentine (having con- 
guer'd Orion, the wild Man) departed from the foreſi towards Orleans, where King Pepin re/aded. 
OW 1s Valentine upon his Journey to the Foreſt, accompanied only with his Page, whither 
being come, he put his Helmet on his Head, and ſent him back again: So he rode forth all 

that Day ſecking the wild Man, but could not find him: The night drawing on, he alighted from 
his Horſe, and tied him to a Tree; having ſo done, he refreſhed his Body with ſuch Victuals as he 
had; and when he had eaten, and the Day ſhut in, Valentine for fear, betook himſelf to the Top 


of a Tree, and there abode all Night. In the Morning, as ſoon as Day appeared, he looked round 4 | 
about, and at laſt ſpy'd his Brother O-/5» running thro' the Foreſt : At length, when he came to the 


Place where Valentine ty'd his Horſe, the wild Man much wondring at the Beauty of him, began to 
claw him with his long Nails, thinking thereby to rouſe up the Courage of the Horſe, for he had 
never ſeen the like. "The Horſe feeling the wild Man's Nails, began to kick and fling exceedingly. 
Valentine ſitting on the Top of the Free, noted the terrible Shape of the wild Man, and began to be 
afraid; but calling on the Gods, he requeſted their Aid againſt this Monſter, Orſon all this 
while was buſied in beholding the Horſe, and ſtill offer d him ſuch Injury with his Nails, that the 
Horſe did nothing but kick and bite him. When Orſon perceiving the Horſe to be too hard for him, 
he caught faſt hoſd on him, and thought to have overthrown him. Valentine perceiving his Horſe in 


Danger to be flain, cried out aloud, and ſaid: Wild Man, leave the Horſe, and ftay only till I come | 4 


down, and with me thou ſhalt have fighting enough. The wild Man, hearing a ſtrange Voice, 


looked into the Tree, and there ſpying a Man, made unto him divers Signs with Hands and Head to 


come down and he would pull him in Pieces Valentine making all the Haſte he could, drew his Sword 
and leap'd upon the Ground, cloſe by the wild Man. When Orfon ſaw the Sword, and that he 
offer d to ſmite him therewith, he leap'd beck, and kept himſelf from the Stroke, but ſuddenly re- 
turned again upon Valentine, and threw him to the Ground: Herewithal Valentine was very much 


diſcomforted, for he expected no other than preſent Death in the i lace, for he felt the Strength of 1 


the wild Man ſo great, that he had no Hopes of eſcaping. Being thus both groveling on the Ground, 
Paleniine aſſay d divers Times to have gotten Orſon under him, but could not: When he ſaw that by 


Strength there was no Hopes to overcome him, he drew out a ſharp-pointed Knife, and ſmote Oran 'Þ 


deep into one of his Sides, that the Blood iſſued out abundantly : Orſon feeling. himfeif wounded, 


all inraged, he gave ſuch a Screech, that the Woods eccho'd at the Sound thereof ; but yet recover- 1 


ing himſelf, he ſo fiercely aſſaulted Valentine with his ſharp Nails, and got him at fuch an Advantage, 


| that he threw him once more upon the Earth, where lying, they fought ſo long together, that it 1 
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Sword, for he was ſore afraid therevf, by reaſon he had received a Wound before by a Knife.” Ba 


and in this Manner being bound, he mounted on Horſeback, and 
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were too tedious here to utter. At laſt Orſon took the Shield from about the Neck of Valentine, and 


beheld it rigbt ſtrangely, in regard of the divers Colours therein emblazed : When he had looked his 
Fin, he caſt it on the Ground, and ſuddenly returned again to Valeutine, and with the Violence 
of his Nails and Teeth, bioke in Pieces both the ribs of his Armour, and his Habergeon, in al 
places where he laid hold. Valentine ſeeing himſelf fore wounded, after ſome Oriſons uſed to the 
Gods, he made again upon Or/or with his Sword, thinking to have ſmitten him; but Orſen recoiling 
back, ſtept to a Tree hard by, which he pull'd up, and made thereof a Club; being thus prepar'd, 
he made againſt Valentine, and ſtriking at him, gave him ſuch a Blow, that he made bim fall upon 
one Knee. Valentine recovering again, laid about him fiercely; ſo there began another dangerous 


time they fought together, inſomuch as they both grew faint; in which tired Manner, both ſta 


| gaping on each other, Valentine look d wiſhfully upon Orſon, and ſaid thus: Wild Man, where fore 
| doſt thou not yield thyſelf unto me? Here thou liveſt like a Beaſt. having no Knowledge of human 


Society; come thy Way with me and I ſhall make thee know thyſelf and others; I will give thee 
Food of all Sorts, and alſo cloath thee in Apparel fitting human Shape.” Or/oz undertianding by 
Signs he was for his Good, fell down upon his Knees, and itretch'd forth his Hands towards his Ero- 
ther, making Signs unto him to forgive him, and he would commit himſelf under his Command, and 


| with further Signs, promis'd, that during Life he would aſſiſt him both in Body and Goods. Matters 
happening thus, it was great Joy to Valentine in that he had conquer'd the wild Man, which ſo many 


Knights durſt not meddle with; for by this only he had won himſelf more Honour than any Knight 


that lived in France. All this hard Adventure now knitting up in this Manner, he took Orſon by the 
Hand, and ſhewed him by Signs. that he ſhould go on before him till they were out of the Wood, 
for he would not truſt him behind; and being out of the Wood, Valentine took off one of his Girts, 


and bound both his Hands faſt unto his Body, that he ſhould not * attempt to do him any Hurt: 
ed the wild Man with him like a 


Beaſt, who never reſiſted, which was a thing moſt of all to be wondered at. 


wherefore he determin'd to dodge at the next Town or Village, being come thither, he thought there 
to take Reſt that Night, but the Inhabitants perceiving the wild Man, every one ran into their Houſes 
ſhutting the Doors, and ſor fear durſt not offer to look out on him. Valentine perceiving them full 


only for Lodging: For all this, they would not give him Succour. At laſt, ſeeing neither En 
treaties nor T hreatnings would prevail, he {wore moſt bitterly, that if they would nat receive 
them into their Houſes to reſt there that Night, he would let looſe the wild Man among them. 
Still he proceeded to intreat for Lodging, but none would give it him; At laſt, as he had threaten'd, 
ſo he did, and letting looſe the wild Man, he made him Signs how he ſhould run againſt ſuch a Gate, 


| which was an Inn, the which he did, and wringing a Poſt out of the Earth, he therewithal flung 


3: open with ſuch Violence, that it fell off the Hooks upon the Ground. Valentine ſeeing the Gate 
open'd in this Manner, entred the Houſe and the wild Man with him: But When they within 
faw the Gate broke down, 'they all forſook the Houſe, and ran out of the Back-Door, leaving all 


to Valentine and his beaſtly Gueſt. Valentine perceiving them all fled, went to the Stable, and ſet 
up his Horſe and dreſs'd him; and Orſon in the mean time went into the Kitchen, where there 


was Capons and divers o hers Proviſions of Fleſh, upon a Spit, roaſting at the Fire. Valertine 
made Signs to Orſen, that he ſhould turn the Spit; but as ſoon as Orſon underſtood bis Meaning, he 


W fer his horny Talons upon the Meat, and tore it from the Spit, devouring it as greedy. as a ravenous 


Wolf: When he had tore the Meat in Pieces, he ſpied a cauldron of Water ſtanding by, into which 
he put his Head, like a Horſe, and drank Water unmeaſurably. Valentine perceiving bim to be thirſty, 
made Signs unto him, that he ſhould forſake the Water, and he would give him a Pot full of Wine ; 

| g 15 be 


of Fear, cried out unto them, ſaying: Open your Doors every Man, and fear not, for we come 


41 


Fight between the two Brothers, not knowing they were ſo, nor the Cauſe of this their Fortunes. 
| Orſon was ſo cruel and ſtrong, that he could oftentimes have killed Valentine, had it not been for his 


Valentine took his Way towards Orleans: but you muſt imagine he could not reach it in one Day. 


4 
0 


26 The HISTORY of VALENTINE 21d ORSON = 
he gave it unto O-/or, who ſet unto it his Mouth, and taſting the Liquor and finding it good, drank ſo Wl 
freely thereof that he drunk out 4ll the Wine, and afterward threw the Pot againſt the Ground, making 

a Sign unto Valentine to draw him more: Valentine fulfill d bis Signs, and fill'd him the Pot again, but 
O-/2n ſpying before him a little Bowl diſh, he put the Wine into it, and carried it into the Stable, to 
Valentine's Horſe ; buc Valentine perceiving that, made Signs unto him, that his Horſe drank nothing 
but Water; yet Orhn ſhewed again by Signs, that Wine was much better than Water. Many other 
Aceidents happen'd while they were in the Houſe, which here we paſs over, for the Night was ſo 
far ſpent, that Reſt was fitter for them than Meat. Valentine baſten'd him to Supper, making Orſen m3 
bear him Company, (aiter his kind) but Orſon drank fo freely of the Wine that Valentine gave him, 
that he became drunk. and in the end; got him to the Fire, and fell falt aſleep. Valentiue ſeeing Wi 
what had happen d, ſaid : Now do I perceive that there is neither Strength nor Reſiſtance in the wild Wl 


Man, for if I would, I could ſuddenly end his Days. But in regard he would make further Tryal 


of him, puſh'd again him with his feet, fo hard, that it awaken'd him: Being awaked, he made 
Signs unto him, that there were People within the Chimney ; he immediately ran againſt the Gate 
of the Houſe, ſo that he made all ſhake ; at which ſudden Action Valenciue fell into great Laughter : 
Which O:/o2 perceiving, let all alone, and betook himſelf to his Reſt again, Valentine made un- 
to him another Sign, that he ſhould fear nothing, for he would be his Watchman ; but Orſen would 
not ſleep but with his Log in his Arms: And Valentine did as he before had promiſed unto Orſon, 
and watched a!l that Night, fearing the Inhavicants, -leſt they ſhould grow into an Uproar, 
for they were ſo greatly poſleis'd with Fear, that they- forſook their Houſes, and ran every one to 
the Church, and all that Night ſo tumbled the Bells backwards, that e'er the Morning came, all 
the Village was fill d with Men of War. Now the morning being come, Valentine betook 
him to his Horſe, leading Orſoen bound (as he did the Day before) towards Orleans, and the next Day 
came to the City: The Inhabitants of the City perceiving the wild Man, ran every one into 
their Houſes, ſhutting their Doors, and getting into their higher Rooms, gazing out of their 
Windows, Being entered the City, Tidings came to King Pepin that Valentine had conquered 
the wild Man. The King hearing thereof, was greatly aſtoniſhed, and at laſt ſaid: Valentine, 
My Child, in an happy Hour waſt thou born, bleſſed be the Father that got thee, and the Mother that 
was delivered of thee in the Wood, for now I ſee that thou art fortunate, and by thee we are deliver'd of 
our Fears. Valentine rode thro' the City of Orlcans, till he came to the Palace Gate, of the King ; 
and when the Porters ſaw O07 they ſhut the Gates upon them, till Valentine with a loud Voice ſaid, BY 
Fear not, but go and tell the King I will ſhield him, and all the Court from the Fury of this wild Man; 
for I have him ſo tame, that he will not hurt any one. The Porters went and told the King what Valentine 
ſaid, who commanded they ſhquld enter the Palace. Then Valentine tobk Orſon by the Hand and led him | 
into the Court. When Bertha and the fair Eglantine heard that the wild Man was come, they got them 
to their Chambers, for fear. Valentine went up to the great Hall where the King fat accompanied with his 
Nobles, kindly welcoming him home. Among the reft, he found Herfray and Henry, who allo made 
great ſhew of Love, but in their Heart wiſhed the wild Man had been his Death. TEES 

| King Pepin aud the reſt of the Lords gazed on the wild Man, inſomuch that the King aid, 
He is made of a proper Mould, fair Stature, and though he now ſeems rough, yet if he 
were cloathed, he would become the ſhape of a right worthy Knight. Then Valentine ſaid, 
My Liege, it were requiſite. he were baptiſed. It pleaſeth- me well, ſaid the King, let it be 
done. So the Prieſt was appdinted to baptize him. Theſe were his Godfathers, King Pe- 
pin and the Dake of M:/lain, Valentine, and the Dutcheſs of Bourbon : So they called his Name 
Or/ou. The Baptiſm being ſolemniz'd, the King ſat him down to Dinner, and Valentine wait- 
ed on his Cup. Then Orhan was commanded into the Hall to ſee his Behaviour; and being 
come, the King beheld him earneſtly. : Oren ſeeing the Meat, took as much as he could graſp 
in his Hand, and devoured it; having eaten that, he ſpied one of the Attendants who brought 
a Peacock to the Table, who coming near unto him ſnatched it, and fat down and de- 
vour'd it. Valentine ſeeing his Behaviour, made Signs unto him that he did not well. whete- 


at Orſon ſeem'd aſham'd ; but the King bad him let him alone, for he much delighted in = 
; i Rudeneſs. 
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© Radeneſs. Orſon having devour'd much Meat, got a Pot of Wine, and drank it off, throwing the 


« ſo 

ing pot to the Ground. Night being come, Or/on-was appointed to a fair Chamber and Bed; but as 
but ſoon as ever he entred, he laid himſelf on the Ground, and fo fell faſt aſleep. 

to | SES : ASICs 
ing How Haufray and Henry took Counſe! together, to murder Valentine in the Chamber of Eglantine. How 
ber Duke Savary /ent unto King Pepin for Aid againft the Green Knight, who ſhould have his Daughter in 
ſo 1 Marriage againſt his Will, _ | | | Fo 

Son |þ IGHT glad and joyful was the fair Lady Eglantine, that Valentine had conquer'd the wild Man; 


# TY inſomuch, that ſhe ſent him Word, to bring the wild Man into her Preſence. Then Valentine 
took Orſen by the Hand, and led him to Eglantine, where were aflembled divers Ladies of Honour 


1d to behold him. Orſon being in the Chamber in a laughing Humour, leapt upon the Bed, and made 
yal divers Signs unto the Ladies, which pleaſed them ; but his Meaning they could not underſtand, at 
de which they were very ſorry. At laſt Valentine open'd to them his Meaning which was, that he 
ate would gladly kiſs and play with ſome of them, whereat they look'd upon one another, and laugh'd. 
* While this Afiembly of Ladies were in the Chamber of Eglantine, Hai:fray came to Henry, and ſaid 
in- thus unto him; Brother, you ſee how the Honour and Credit of this Foundling encreaſeth, which 


much eclipfeth ours, and we muſt ſeek ſome Remedy for it. It is true (ſaid Henry) wherefore let us 
lay ſome plot to cut him off. Then (ſaid Haufraz) hearken to what I ſay, Valentine is now with our 
ar, Siſter, ang we may have fit Occaſion to kill him in her Chamber; when we have done we will inform 
to the King that we found him in her Bed. According to their Determination, they put in Action ard 
all ruſn'd into the Chamber of Eglantine. As ſoon as Hayfray was enter'd, he roughly thus began with 
ok Valentine; * Diſloyal Man, now ſhalt thou know the Price of thy Inconſtancy, purch:fiog da ly Diſ- 
ay honour-unto the King our -Father, by abuſing our Siſter, and leading her Aﬀections to work your 
to Pleaſure on her: inſomuch that by thee ſhe is unfortunate : But the King hath been told thereof, - 
eir and he regarded not our Complaint, it is therefore time to take Vengeance of thee in cur own Per- 
ed ſons” And Haufray lift up his Fiſt, calling him Traytor, ſmote Valentine on the Face, { tha: the 
ze, Blood ran out of his Mouth; Henry on the other fide, came to him, and with a Glave thoug! to 
1at : 
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have ſmitten Valentine to the Earth; but Or/on perceiving they were in Earneſt, leapt out, and gave 
Haufray ſuch a Stroak with his rough Hand, that he fell'd him, and after ran to Henry, and gi:ded 
him ſo between his Arms, that if the Ladies had not been preſent to have appealed his Wrath, he 
had deſtroy'd them both. This cauſed an Outcry in the Chamber, whereat came all the Barons of 
the Court, to know the Cauſe of this ſudden Clamour ; but when they underſtood that Or/ex had 
dealt ſo violently wich the King's Sons, they woul i have killed him with their Swords. Valentin 

8 perceiving their Fury, drew his Sword, and ſwore that if any of them offered any Violence to Or/on, 
be would run them thro" ; this ſaid he made a Sign to him to be ſtill, and ſo he reſted himſelf for that 

time. Haufray and Henry went to their Father, making unto him great Complaint againſt Valentine 

and the wild Man, ſaying, Father, in an evil Hour was this Valentine born, for he hath brought hither 
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a wild Man, only to work our Overthrow ; and if you put him not to Death, be will ſhortly do the 
d, like upon your Royal Peron The King hearing this Complaint, was exceeding ſorry and gave them 


e this Anſwer : That as for Or/er, he would have him put into a ſtrong Tower, where he ſhould be 
I, BE ſafely kept, and not come abroad without Leave given him; and as for Valentine, the King ſent for 
© him to demand the Cauſe of this Diſorder. Valentine being come before the King. began to ſay in this 
- Manner: Diead Sovereign, | was in the Chamber of your Daughter Eglantine, accompanied with divers 
e other Ladies that defired to ſee Cr/on: J know not how, nor why, your two Sons violently entered, 


- charging me that I had abuſed the Body of your fair Daughter: Moteover in the Heat of their Vio- 
> FS lence uſed againſt me, Harfray ſmote me on the Face, that the Blood ifſued, and Henry lifting up his 
> Sword, thought to have taken away my Life. All which, when Orſon ſaw; he ſuddenly made towards 
them, and ſmote them both to the Earth, and therewithal began this Uproar.” The King hearing 
this Tale ſaid, And is this true that you have ſaid ? Upon my Life (ſaid Valentine) all that I bave 

| ſpoke is true: Then ſaid the King, -Or/ax hath done nothing but Tight, and that which in Duty he 

5 „„ 8 8 : | | *.__ ought. 
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ought todo; And as for you Haufray and Henry, I ſee right well, that you are even ſwollen with 
Malice againſt Valentine, wherefore I charge you to attempt no Il againſt him; for here I vow, that 
] wogld no: loſe him for the beſt Baron in my Land, for | have made many Trials of his Love and 5 
FaitkfyIneſs towards me. And with this Anſwer, Haufray and Henry departed, altho' ſorrowful in 
Heaft that they could not work their Will upon him. | | . = 
They being gone, Valentine ſtayed ſtill in the King's Hall amongſt the other Ncbles that were there 


aſſembled, and Orſon went here and there round about the Palace; ar laft he came into the Kitchen, i 
where the Cook was making ready Supper, and being there, he ſpied two Capons ready for the tire. 


Orfon made towards the Capons, and ſet upon them, eating them up raw like a hungry Dog. The 
Cook ſceing him eat up his Capons, took a Peſtle lying by him, and gave Orſon ſuch a Blow that he made 
him bow therewith : Orſon feeling the Blow, ſtoop'd down, and took the Cook, up between the Legs, 
throwing him down upon the Ground, and being down, he ſo belaboured the poor Cook, that he 
had nigh beaten him to Death. Tidings were brought unto the King, that Orſon had ſlain the Cook, 
and none durſt come near him. The King hearing thereof, willed him to be brought before him, and 
made Signs unto him that he ſhould be hang'd : but O//n fetched the Peſtle, and made Signs how the 
Cook had beaten him therewith; therefore the King commanded afterwards, that none ſhould offer 
him any Injury. After that Yalentine taught him Manners, ho he ſhould behave himſelf, and ſo 
they both lived quietly together in the Court of King Pepin. 8 

It chanced not long after the coming of Valentine and Orſon into the Court, that Duke Sawary 


| ſent Meflengers unto "oy Pepin, who ſaid unto him: Great King, our good Duke hath fent us un- 


to you to requeſt your Aid againſt a falſe and accurfed Pagan, (called the Greer Knight) who hath be- 
fieged bis Confines, and intends to have his Daughter by Force of Arms, no:withſtanding all the Re- 
ſiſtance that he and his thiee Sons can make againſt him.” 'The King having heard their Meſſage, Wi 


made this Anfwer ; we agree to give all the Aid we can. He had no ſooner given Anſwer unto the 


Meſſengers, but there was come unto the Court another Meſſenger from Hens, who after his Duty "7 
done unco the King ſaid thus; renowned King, aſſemble your Men of War in Readineſs, and con- 


duct them towards Lyons, for the Almains are coming againſt you in great Numbers; their whole 
Forces conſiſting of a hundred thouſand fighting Men. The King hearing of this ſudden News, was 
troubled in Mind, and preſently called the Biſhop of Nheims, Duke of Miilain Douglar, Geras, and 
| Samſon ; theſe with others of his Nobles being aflembled, he declared what the Meſſenger had ſaid, 
and withal craved their Counſel, what was beſt to be done, whether to go to Aguitain, to ſuccour BY 
Duke Savary, or to Lyons to reſiſt the Almains; whereunto Millain Douglar made this Anfwer ; the 
Duke, I conſeſs, deſerves to be ſuccoured, but in two Extremes Jet us chuſe the leaftz therefore I 
judge it moit meet, firſt to defend our own Land, that is now in preſent Danger, and for the Duke 
he muſt be content to take our preſent Affairs for Anſwer. So it was concluded to go for Lyons. i 
With theſe Words, the Meſſenger that came from Duke Savary departed, and carried theſe Tidings WW 


with him to Zquitain, which made him ſorrowful to hear, becauſe the Green Knight had ſo ſtrongly 
aflailed him. Now, gentle Reader, to let you underſtand, for the better ordering your Proceedings, 
that this Green Knight was Brother to Ferragus the Giant, that kept the Lady Belliſant in his Caſtle, 
who was the diſtreſſed Mother of theſe two Infants born in the Wood, called Valentine and Or/on, as 
it is before declared. Duke Savary preceiving no hope of Aid from King Pepin, made open Pro- 
clamation thro' all his Dominions, that all ſhould be arm'd againſt the Morrow after, for he would 
then go out unto the Green Knight, and fight with him in the Field, all which was accordingly per- 
form'd. The Day appointed being come, both Armies met, as well Horſe. as Foot: The Pa- 
gans preſented themſelves in Multitudes, and the Green Knight behaved himfe!f fo valiantly, 
that at the firſt Encoutner, with his Battle-Axe, at two Blows he flew two valiant Knights. 


Duke Sawary perceiving him to be ſo valiant a Genera}, came up to encounter him, and meeting 
' they affuled each other. But the Duke was ill advifed, to venture his Body againſt the Green 


Knight, becauſe it was peremptorily reported of him, that he ſhould never be overcome by any 
except the Son of a King, and ſich a one as had never ſuck'd the Breaſts of any Woman. 


But the Green Knight was herein deceiv'd, for he thought it impoſſible any ſuch Man ſhould be upon 
| | the 
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| How divers Knights aſſembled at Aquitain at a ſolemn Juſt there holden, te bear ayay the Lowe of the' 


N — _ _— « — 


e Earth: But it fell out contrary to his Expectation, as you ſhall underſtand. Let us now return to 
e two valiant Leaders who fought long and fiercely ; but the Duke ventured fo far into the Enemy's 


lands, that when he thought to have retir'd, he could not, for he was begirt round with ſuch Mul- 
itudes of Pagans, that he was taken Priſoner, and brought back unto the Green Knight, whoſe Ran- 
ſom would not be granted for any Gold or Treaſure. His Men of Arms perceiving the Duke ſur- 
priz'd, return'd into Aquitain, fore lamenting the Loſs of their good Duke. And his three Sons, 


arian the eldeſt, Anſelma, and Garian the youngeſt, made great Moan for the hard Hap of their Father. 
The Sons having ſhewed their Sorrows, in comes Fezon his Daughter, with this lamenting Outcry : 
© Alas! in an ill Hour was I born, ſeeing that ſo many valiant Knights and Gentlemen have ſuffered 
Death in my Quarrel, and yet there is one thing troubleth my Soul more than all the reſt. which 15 


this, that my Father ſhould be held Captive in the Hands of his. Enemies, the only way to bring his 


aged Years with Sorrow to the Grave. Alas! dear Father, your Love to me is the only Cauſe ot all 
theſe diſaſtrous Chances.” Thus fell Fexon into a dangerous Fit of Diſcontent, inſomuch, that ſhe 
was almoſt overcome. Whilſt the Lady was thus ä > with Sorrow, the Green Kn:i2ht triumphed 
over the worthy Duke, cauſing him to be brought before him into his Pavillion, and there he began to 
revile him in this Manner: Duke, now thou perceiveſt that thou art my Vaſſal, and that I have Power 
over thy Life, either give me thy Daghter, Fezon to Wife, and redeem thy Life, or elſe I will have 
her againſt thy Will, and royally crown her Queen of thoſe eraggy Manſians.” The Duke hearing theſe 


proud Words, replied : Proud and inſolent Sarazen, I will never conſent that you have my Daugh- 
ter, except agree to be baptized. The Green Knight hearing him fay fo, replied, * I am wholl 


bound to Mahomet, wherefore except you yield to my Demand, I will firſt make thee. finiſh thy Days 
miſerably, and after that, will put to the Sword all that come in my Way, Men, Women, and Children.” 
The Duke hearing this Pagan thus fo reſolute, began again in this Manner; Pagan, the Gods pro- 
tet me from thy Cruelty, for I had rather rely on their Power than thine.” The Green Knight hearing 
him ſay ſo, began thus to reply: Grave Duke, leave off thy ſad Laments, and hearken unto me, and 
thus it is that thy Daughter's Beauty hath enthralled me, and therefore I will recall my threatned 
Sentence of Death againſt thee ; ont of which captive Affections towards thy Daughter, I am forced 
to yield to theſe Conditions. That thou ſhalt find a Knight within the Space of ſix Months, to en- 
counter me, and if it ſo happen, that by Strength of Arms he conquers me, I vow, by all the Heavens, 


to ſend thee back into thy own Country without waſting any of the ſame : But if it happen that l con- 


quer that 3 then ſhalt thou willingly reſign thy fair Daughter into my Hands, to be my lawful 
Wife.” Theſe Articles being produced, the Truce was accordingly proclaimed. His Counſellors 
hearing what had paſt, advis'd him to ſend Meſſengers into all Lands, with theſe Advertiſements fo!- - 


ET lowing : If there were any Knight whatſoever, that durit encounter the Green Knight for Love of the © 
beauteous Lady Fezon, he ſhould lay down his Gage and ſobe anfwered. Theſe Letters were ſent into 
| : twelve Chriſtian Lands; what folowed you may better learn by the ſucceeding Chapter. 


C:H A-F.> FE | 
brauteous Lady Fezon. Hiw Haufray and Henry, accompanied with a Trop of their Confederutes, lay 
in Ambuſb to take axvay the Life of Valentine. : 

Uring this time of the Truce between Duke Savary and the Green Knight, King Pepin had taken his 
Journey *againſt hi: Enemies at Lyons, accompanied with a mighty Hoſt ; being come before the 
City with his Forces, he ſet upon K Lampatris, who had alſo brought into the Field a hundred thouſand 
Men; Lampatris was King of Saris, Holland and Friezland, with the County of Monemarch, in which ſtood 


Na very ſtrong City, whereunto they withdrew themſelves. King Pepin getting Knowledge hereof, ſtrongly 


beſieged it, inſomuch that at laſt they were conſtrained to yield or ſuffer Famiſhment ; but reſolving 
upon the ſafety of their Lives, they yielded the City, which the King beſtow'd upon Guy, Marſhal of 
France. This War being ended, King Pepin returned into France, with all his warkke Soldiers. Being 
arrived at Paris, it was told him, Duke Savary had made a Truce with the Green Knzeht, and the Manner 
how, whereat the King laughing ſaid in the Preſence of his Barons, whoever he is among you that would 
win fair Fexon for his Love, muſt take upon him a Combat againſt the Green Knight, whom, if he 

| : : I CENT N conquer 
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either yield thyſelf Captive, or receive thy Death. Valentine, as a man all amazed, was ſomewhat moved 
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conquer and overcome, the Duke will not only give him his Daughter, but half his Poſſeſſions, and 
that this is true, bebold Letters written with his own Hand. Every one of theſe worthy Knights 
viewed theſe Letters, yet none of them durſt undertake the Enterprize, fave only Valentine, who per- 
ceiving them all refuſe it, ſaid thus unto the King: Dread Sovereign, if it pleaſe you to give me 
Leave, I will adventure my Strength upon the Green Knight, and will gladly undertake the Taſk :* 
Again I have a great Deſire to leave France, for | long to take in hand ſome tedious Journey, to find 
out from whence J am deſcended. Valentine, (faid the King) take thou no Care whence thou art, 
for it is in my Power to make thee greater than any Man within my Court: But ſince thou art willing 
to go to Aguitain, I freely give thee Leave, but on Condition, that after thou haſt tried thy Man- 
hood with the Green Knight, thou ſhalt r2turn if thou eſcape with Life. Valentnie yielded to 
the King's Demand, and ſo taking Leave, he ſhortly after prepared for his Journey. When Eg- 
lantine heard that he would go to Aquitain, ſhe was ſorrowful, and at laſt, in the midſt of Tears, 
ſent for Valentine to come to her. Valentine promiſed the Meſſenger to be with her anon, which ac- 
cordingly he perform'd ; and ſo took his Leave of her. | | 
Valentine and Orſon having taken their leave of King Pepin , addreſſed themſelves for Aguitain. 
Being on their Way Haufray and Henry conſulted together, joining to their Aid a third who was Couſin 
to em, how they might lie in Ambuſh, to ſet upon Valentine and Orfon, to work their Deſtruction, 
which Number was about thirty able Men. This Plot being laid, Charge was given to theſe warlike Men, 
that if they could not put Valentine and his Brother Orſen to Death, yet they ſhould lay hold on Yalen- 
tine, and keep him ſafe. The Place appointed where this ſhould be done, was a very large and great Foreſt 
thro' which they muſt needs paſs. Not long after the Ambuſh was pitched, Valentine came riding along, 
with Or/on running by his Side, ſwifter than any Horſe, who coming near the Place where theſe Men 
lay, forth ſteps their Captain, called Grygar, accompanied with his Troop, with their Weapons drawn, 
thinking to have ſurprized Valentine on the ſudden, and to have put him to Death. Now this fierce Tray- 
tor lent him ſuch a mortal Blow, that the Sword pierced thro' his Armour, and entred into the Fleſh, 
inſomuch, as the Blood followed the Blow, and withal uttered forth theſe unwelcome Words, Valentine, 
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at the Sight of his Elood, and confidering how he was encompaſſed with a Multitude of his Enemies, 
recommending his Innocency to the Gods, at laſt he ſpoke in this Manner; My Lords, (ſpeaking to 
Henry and Haufray) I ſee well that you have determined my Days by Treaſon, and without any Cauſe 
on my Part given; but yet I aſſure you, that before I yield my ſelf into your Hands or before Sun 
be ſet, I ſhall ſend ſome of you here preſent into ſuch a Country, that you will ſcarcely ever return 
| again to bring Tidings of your Valour:* And therewith drew his Sword, and gave the firſt that en- 
counter'd him ſuch a Blow on the Head, that he cleave him to the Teeth, and there he died. After 
ing chat he betook him to the reſt with ſuch Violence that at every Stroak one fell before him. Or/oz 
| perceiving his Brother thus to lay about, began to rouze himſelf, and with his rough Hands and pier- 
cing Tallons, rent and tore all that came in his Way, and fo bit them with his Teeth that they fell 


Fo. groveling to the Ground, ore upon another, where he trampled over them like Dirt, punching them 
ars, with his Feet Valentiue ſeeing Or/on thus beſtir himſelf, held up his bloody Swerd, defending him- 
ac- ſelf and offending his Enemies fo valiantly that they all forſook them, and durſt not ſtay within their 

| Sight. Grygar their Captain, perceiving moſt of his Men killed, and overcome, cry'd thus with a 
EM loud Voice; Valentine, yet I wiſh thee yield, or elſe look for nothing but Death.“ Valentine hearing 


* his inſulting Words, made tou. ards Grygar, and in a furious Manner aſſailed him, but being too for- 
ward, plunged himſelf into the Throng, that he was incloſed round about, keeping Orſen off with their 


wa. long Spears. Being thus begirt with Enemies, he ſtil] behaved himſelf ſo valiantly, that none durſt | 
"Ms lay Hands upon him, till at laſt they gathered in {o upon him, that he was overcome with Multitudes, : 
ref} and being not able any longer to wield his Sword, they took him, and carried him away. Orſon per- ; 
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1g ceiving that his Brother was thus potted away, run after, making a hideous Noiſe, but could not over. 
_ take them, for they rode faſter than he could run; and loſing Sight of them, knew not which Way 
was beſt to take. Grygar commanded them to follow Orſon, and to bring bim back alive or dead; 
au- but in vain they follow'd for he out- run them, arid ſo eſcaped. Thoſe that had the Charge of Va- 
h, lentine, brought him to a Caſtle ſtanding in the midſt of a Foreſt, kept by a notable Thief, who was 
X Couſin- German to Grygar. Valentine being e..cered the Caſtle, they treated him cruelly, and put him 
ed in a deep Dungeon, which grieved him to the Heart, inſomuch that he burſt out into theſe Speeches: 
Alas ] now is that come upon me which I ever feared, for Jam falling into the Hands of my only 
Enemies, and thoſe that ever ſought my Life. Farewel, noble King Pepin, for I fear I ſhall never ſee 
thee more, and that which moſt grieveth me, is, that you never ſhall underſtand the Truth of my 
Death; for the Stench of this Dungeon doth even ſtop my Breath. Farewel Or/ox thou haſt already 
ſuffered Death for my Sake; and more could no Man do, even as much as if thou hadſt been my na- 
#7 tural Brother. Farewel my dear Mother, whom I ever laboured to ſee, but my Hopes are fruſtrated, 
for I now muſt die without the Knowledge of what Parentage I am deſcended.* Thus he Jamented, 
| while his Enemies determine what ſhould be done to him: Some were of Opinion to put him to Death; _ 
others, that he ſhould be committed to a perpetual Impriſonment. But Grygar being Lord over the 
| reſt, he would not yield he ſhould be put to Death, but rather to keep him in Priſon, till Haufrap © oÞþ 
and Henry had got Knowledge of all their Proceedings. Having thus ſet their Reſolution, they de? _W 
| termined to take their Journey towards Paris, where the King then lay, to meet Haufray and Hem y. 7 
who entertained them royally, being right glad that Valentine was fallen into their Hands. Now under - 
ſtand, that Orſen all that Night was fain to reſt within the Wood, lying down at the Root of a Her: 
the Morning being come, he took his Way towards Paris, never reſting until he came into the PR 
of King Pepin, Being come thither, by Signs and Tokens he ſhewed the manner of the taking BF 
Valentine; but yet for all the Haſte he made, Grygar arrived at Court before him. Haufray and tfenry 
were much grieved that Or/2n had eſcaped ; but all thei Comfort was he could not ſpeak, thinking 
thereby to eſcape Miftruſt and Suſpicion, but their Hopes were all fruſtrated, as hereafter will appear.” 
| The next Day, the two Brethren had appointed, that Grygary ſhould return in Haſte to the Caftle, . 
to put Valentine to Death, thereby thinking all their Treaſon might paſs undiſcovered. But ſee how it _ 
came about, that all their Counſels were quite overthrown : for Or/on came unto the King's Palace that 
Morning. and growing towards EL. time, the Tables being all prepared, the King, accompanied 
With ſundry Nobles, Barons, and Knights, came 5 and every Man took his Place. The W 
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fat, and caſting his Eyes about, ſuddenly ſpy'd Or/or, whom, when he beheld, he thought that Ya. 
tentine was not far off, but it fell out contrary. Orſon ran thro' the Hall, making a lamentable Noiſe, 
aid knocking his Breaſt in a molt fearful Manner, which drove the King in:o a thouſand Fears, alſo all 
the reſt who beheld this lamentable Spectacle. Or/52 ran along by the Table, looking very fiercely upon 
every Man, and making many Signs. Among the reſt, at laſt he lighted on the Traytor Grygar, who 
ſpying Orſen, hung his Head in his Boſom. Orſon having got Sight of him, ran to him and gave him 
ſuch a Stroak, that he ſmote off one of his Ears; after which he began to lay upon his Face, inſo- 
much, that he put out one of his Eyes, and broke three of his Teeth. Grrgar being wounded, began Wi 
to cry out for Help; but Orſen hearing him make ſuch an Uproar ran again to him, and gave him ſuch Ml 
another Stroke, thar he felled him to the Earth, overthrowing Tables, Meat, and all that ſtood before 
him; and had he not been reſcued by a Valiant Prince, that then ſat at Board, he had never gone from 
that Place alive. The Prince having reſcued him, began to ſay unto the King in this Manner: 

* Mighty King, Conſider into what Danger this Man has fallen by the Fury of this wild Man : and 
either let him die for this preſumptuous Fact, or no Man will be able to come into your Court.“ The 
King hearing him ſay ſo replied : * We will conſider the Cauſe, and as we find it, ſo we will proceed 


againſt him: Bring him before us, that we may conſider the Cauſe of the Fact.“ Orſon was upon 


theſe Words brought before the King, and he demanded how he durſt preſume ſo far in the Preſence of 
his Majeſty; Orſon by Signs, ſaid, he had ſlain Valentine in the Foreſt, and that he would be revenged 
for his Death, on that inhuman Traytor Grygar, ard withal cloſed his Fiſt, and put it to his Mouth in 
great Rape, and in Token of Defiance. King Pepin perceiving by his Actions, the Cauſe of the Mat- 
ter, called forth unto all the Lords and Barons in this Manner: My Lords, you ſee as well as I, that 
this wild Man hath challenged Grygar to fight with him; therefore tell me your Opinion, what is beſt . 
to be done in this Caſe; for I cannot chuſe but marvel, why this wild Man ſhould find out Gy gr 
above all the Knights here aſſembled : Therefore let every Man freely ſpeak, for I much doubt, but 
ſome hidden Secret may lie therein; and for my Part, I could willingly conſent, that it ſhould be tried 
forthwith, by Combat between them.” When the King had thus uttered what he thought, the Barons 


agreed to the Verdict the King had paſſed. So the battle was determined, and Grygar was brought to 
the King to the Intent that he ſhould undergo the Challenge againſt the wild Man, Grygar hearing 
what the King had determined, was very fearful and ſad, and not without Cauſe, for he forefaw that 


his Treaſon would come to Light; and therewithal caſt an ill-favourd Eye on Haufray. - Henry per- 2 


ceiving Grygar to ſtand ſo amazed, ſaid, Fear not, for I promiſe thee, however it fall out, that no 
Danger ſhall come to thee from our Father the King, for we will work thy Peace, ſo thou wilt ſwear | 
never to reveal the Fact. Yea, (quoth he) I well perceive. how the Cauſe will be with me, I mult 


ſuffer a reproachful Death for your Sakes.” Having thus ſaid, he left Henry and returned to the King, 
ſaying, * Mighty King, let me make Requeſt unto your Majeſty, that you will diſmiſs me from this 


dangerous Taſk ; the Reaſon chiefly moving me, is, that inſomuch as it is not Man . againſt Man, 
whereby a Knight might win Honour, but a wild Savage to encounter with Man, and no Knight, 1 


think I may ſafely (ſo your. Majeſty be pleaſed) refuſe the Combat.“ Nay, (quoth the King) no Ex- 


cuſe in this Cafe can be admitted, for the Combat is granted, not only by my Advice, but alſo by the 
Councel of all my Barons: and the Reaſon moving us to grant it, was, that 'Treaſon long lying hid 


might come to Light. 
being there, comforted him again in this Manner; Doubt not, for you have Equity on your Part; 


Grygar hearing it thus concluded on, grew more into Deſpair ; but Haufray 


and beſides, I will ſee you well armed in all Points, fitting your knightly Race.“ When Orſon gathered 
by Signs that he was to fight with this Traytor, he was right glad; and withal made Signs unto the 
King that Valentine was dead; whereat the King grew wondrous ſad. And fain would Orſon have been 
at the Back of Grygar, but the King Commanded him to be taken away, making Signs to him, that 
he ſhould ſtrike no more till the Time they could meet for the Tryal of the Truth. Again the King 
called unto Grygar, to make Haſte and arm himſelf ; Grygar, loth to venture his Life upon ſo uncer- 
tain Ground, began once more to ſpeak unto the King, ſaying, © Moſt Dread Sovereign, I have been 


long Servitor about your Perſon, both in War and Peace ; but you reward me not accordingly, inſomuch 
a8 youcompel me to fight againſt a Man that hath neither Senſe, Reaſon, nor in Truth human Shape. 


* Grygars 
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« Grygor, (ſaid the King) if the Truth be on your Side you need not fear, for you ſhall enter into the 
Field well armed; and as for Orſan, he ſhall adventure upon thee altogether unarmed. Again, you 
mall be well mounted, he on Foot; nor ſhall he bear any Weapons. The Right, you ſay, is on your 


Side, wherefore, maintain that Right, and ſhew your Valour, for the Sentence of Combat may not be 


alled.* | 
25 CH AP. XII. 


How Orſon and Grygar fought together; and hew Orſon returning Victor, cauſed Grygar to conſiſi the 


where Valentine lay. Orſon perceiving the King would undertake ſuch.a Journey, addreſs d himſelf to 
| 1 E 2 ; e | 


Treaſon, who avas afterwards hang d, and how Valentine avas delivered from the Dungeon. 

H E Place of Combat being appointed, Orſon attended in a Readineſs for his Enemy; in the 

End, Grygar being well armed by Haufray and Henry, took his Leave of them in this wiſe ; 
My Lords, in your Cauſe am I delivered over to Death; evil was the Day wherein 1 began this En- 
terprize.” Hold thy Peace, (ſaid Herry) for I will defend thee from the Sentence of my Father, and 
work thy Safety, ſo thou wilt be ſecret. Grygar being thus armed, and well mounted, went towards 
the Palace-Gate, where this Combat was to be attedted. The Hour being come, the King repaired to 
the Window, all the Nobles in the Court being aflembled ; the Judges were appointed, that no Wrong 
ſhould be offered on either Part. So Grygar being entered the Liſts, he ſpy'd Orſon and began to draw 
near unto him faying, * Villain, thou haſt offered me great Wrong, in putting out one of my Eyes ; 
but e'er I part, I will make thee acknowledge that Wrong, and that thou haſt fajſly accuſed me.” Orſon 
perceiving whereunto his proud Speeches tended, ſhew'd him his Nails, gnaſhing his Teeth ; whereat 
Grygar ſuddenly couched his Spear and ran upon him; Or/on ſpying the Spear bent againſt him, gave 
back, whereby Grygar was diſappointed of his Mark, and ran his Spear into the Ground: Orſon taking this 
Advantage, ſuddenly ſeized the Spear in'o his own Hands, and having hold thereof, gave his Enemy ſuch 
a Stroak therewith, that he aſtoniſhed bim. Gryger feeling the Fury of his Stroak, ſet Spurs to his Horſe, 
and rode like a Madman about the Field. O-/6z ran after him with a grinning Countenance, making 
Signs to the _ that he would e'er long force him to yield unto him. Gar fearing the Danger 
wherein he was like to fall, ſecretly to himſelf muttered out theſe Words: Ah! Haufray tor thy Cauſe 
and Sake am I thus delivered over to Death. Long and tedious was the Fight, but Grygar could never ſo 
much as wound the wild Man. At laſt Orſan caſt away his Spear, and came to Grygar in ſuch a manner, 
that he caught his Horſe faſt by the Neck, making him ſo mad and furious chat he overthrew his Rider, 
and with the Fall he loſt his Shield, which Orſon ſpying took up, and put it on his own Back. and then came 
unto Grygar's Horſe, and got upon him, riding round about the Field, and making ill favoured Signs 
and Tokens, inſomuch as all the Beholders ſtood as Men diſmay'd. Among the reſt the King himſelf 
appeared very forrowtul, and at Jail began thus to ſpeak ; My Loids, I know not what to think here- 
of, neither can I yet perceive whereunto this Fight will grow; but it is my Opinion, that there is Trea- 
ſon ſmothered, and not yet come to light.” Orſen having a great while ranged about the Field on 
Horſeback after his Enemy, at laſt forſook his Horſe, and encounter'd Grygar on Foot, inſomuch that | 
he gave him ſuch a Blow that he ſmote him to the Earth; afterwards he leaped upon him and diſarmed 


him of his Weapons, then the next Blow he ſtruck, he ſmote off one of his Arms; next in the Body Ya 


he gave him ſuch a Wound, that it cut him even to the Reins of his Back. Grygar having received all 
theſe Wounds cried out moſt pitifully, inſomuch that every one requeſted that he might have a Prieſt to 
confeſs him of his Sins. The Guard that was appointed for the Field, hearing theſe Qutcries, ſent out 
a worthy Knight to demand what he would have done ; unto whom Grygar ſaid, Sir, bring me before 
the King's Majeſty, and before him and the reſt of his Aſſembly, I ſhall reveal the Treaſons 'whereaf I 
am guilty, from Point to Point effectually. | | 5 RIA: 

At laſt Grygar was brought before the King, who aſk'd Pardon for his high Offence, - and in Preſence 
of all the Beholders, told him that the only Actors in this traiteraus Plot, were Haufray and Mary his 
two Sons, and by their Means he had taken Valentine and put him in Priſon, and there meaned to have 


- 


put him to Death. The King having heard this Tale, and perceiving the whole Truth of this Plot, com- 


manded Grygar to be hang'd upon the next Tree he came unto. The King having thus given Sentence 
againſt Grygar, call'd for his Horſe, and being mounted, made all the Haſte paſſible unto the Priſon 
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run along by the King's Horſe, to lead him the Way, making many Signs of Joy and Gladneſs. The 
King matlzing well all the wild Man's Behaviour, often (poke unto his Lords in this Manner: My 
Lords it is wonderful, that this wild Man ſhould bear ſuch an ardent Affection towards Valentine; and 
beſides, it ſtrikes me into a thouſand Imaginations.” Now you moſt know, that the King had great 
Cauſe even to love this wild Man, for he was his natural Nephew, tho' as yet not revealed, neither was 
the time yet come to bring it to Light, till that by C/erimond, Siſter to the Giant Ferragus, it ſhould be 


made manifeſt ; for that time Clerimond had a Caſtle, and in it a Head of Braſs, compoſed by Negro. | 1 


mancy, which Head told unto Clerimond what ſhould happen unto her all her Life; and alſo all that ſhe 
had done in her paſt time: Beſides this ſame was compoſed of ſuch wondrous Magic Art, that it 
ſhould never leave off ſpeaking till the nobleſt Knight in the World ſhould enter the Caſtle, ard then the 
Head utterly to give over, and never ſpeak more. 'I his fell out upon Valentine, whom the fair Lady 
Clerimond ſhould take to Huſband, and for whom he ſhall endure a World of Viiſeries, as in the ſucceeding 
Hiſtory you ſhall underſtand. So leave we this, and return back again to King Pepin. where before we left 
him. King Pepin goeth on towards the Foreſt, to ſave the Life of Valentine; and Orſon being with him, 
brought bim unto the Caſtle wherein he was impriſoned. Being come to the Gates thereof, the Porters 
knowing the King, barred the Gates, for ſo they were commanded by the Reſident within the Caſtle. 
The King perceiving he could not enter in Peace, commanded his Attendance to enter by Force, and ſo 
they did ; being got in, they ſeized upon all the Traytors, and bound them faſt in Chains; having ſo 
done they went into the Dungeon, where Valentine lay bound, and brought him forth unto the King. 
Valentine ſpying the King, fell upon his Knees, yielding him Thanks for that extraordinary Kindneſs 
ſhewed him, in delivering him out of a Hell of darkneſs, and Fear of Death. The Barons alſo that 
attended the King, welcomed him gladly, telling him all that had happen'd, and how that Q had 
fought with the Traytor Grygar in this Quarrel, and overcame him. Valentine hearing this, embraced Or- 
fon. Afterwards the King commanded that all the Traytors ſhould be led into the Wood, and there 
hang'd ; and after ſpoke thus unto Valentine: Valentine, ſeeing it is thy good Hap, thus to be miracu- 
louſly delivered out of the Hands of thine Enemies, I would have thee to abide with me.“ But he replied, 
* Dread Sovereign, pardon me, for I will never return again, till I have found out the Parents from whence 


I am deſcended ; and fo I humbly take my Leave of your Majeſty.* So here we leave King Pepin, and 
treat of Valentine and Orſon, who are taking their Way to Aguitain, to fight the Green Knight, a Man 
feared of all Men. But I muſt remember that which I told you before, that he ſhould never be vanquiſhed 
by any, but a King's Son, that had never ſuck'd a Woman. Being come to Aguitain, the People flock'd 
from all Parts, to ſee the rough and unmanly Shape of Orſon. But Valentine ſeeing their Folly made him 


a Jacket of Stecl ; when Orion got it on, he was offended thereat, and would have thrown it away, but 
he feared Valentine, and would do any thing he commanded. O»/or having his Jacket upon his Back, 
looked much upon himſelf, and at lait became proud thereof, and ſet his Countenance according to his 


| Heart. Now as they where riding on their Way, Valentine ſpied a fair Squire, making much Lamenta- |} 


tion; Valentine beholding him well, ſaid thus unto him: Friend what aileth thee to ſhed theſe Tears: 


Have you ſuſtained any Loſs eier by Man or Beaſt ? Tell me what may be the Cauſe, and I promiſe 


you to the beſt of my Power ive you. Alas! (ſaid he) thereof | make no Doubt, but know this, 
the Cauſe of my Lamentations is the Loſs of a Kind and gentle Maſter, and a Man of the greateſt 


Valour in Chriſtendom. How have you loſt him? (quoth Valentine Sir, as I was travelling towards 
Aguitain, to fight with the Green Knight, thinking thereby to win the faireſt Lady in the World, call'd 


'Fzzon, which Lady, it is not poſſible for any one to have except he firit overcome in ſingle Combat, the 


Green Knight ; divers valiant Knights have there miſcarried, and when he conquer'd them, he cauſed 
them to be hang'd on a Tree, and the Number that are already dead, are thirty-two, yielding no Shew 
of Mercy towards any. 8 


Is this true (quoth Valentine) that thou haſt told me? Why then ſure he is ſome Devil in Man's 


Shape, that doth ſuch ſtrange Exploits; but towards Agaitain I am journeying to try my Fortune againſt 


him ; for I have heard much of that Lady Fezen. Ha, Sir ! (quoth the Squire) go not thither to loſe 


your Life by ſuch a Devil. Squire (quoth Valentine) I will go forward, for I mean to cope with that 
famous Green Knight; but I will talk and adviſe with the La 


y Fezon ; Orſon gathering ſome Under- 
| ſtanding 
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The HISTORY of VALENT _— 


HRanding of their Talk, made Signs unto Valentine, that he might fight with the Green K:ight, and that 
he would make Love to the Lady Fezon; whereat he laugh d heartily. By this time, think them to 
come near unto the City of Aguitain; ſtanding upon a Hill, and meeting with an old Man, he que- 
tioned him, what City that was before him? Marry (quoth he) it is Aguitain. Now tell me (quoth Ta- 
lentine) where reſteth the Green Knight? Why Sir, without the City : I think you are going to fight 
with him. Ay, (ſaid he) Ah Sir, (ſaid the old Man) undertake not ſo foul a Folly ; for it is not poſ- 
ſible to conquer him. Come hither my Son, and ſtand thou on this little Hill, and I ſhall ſhew thee 
above forty famous Knights hanging on a Tree, whom he hath overcome: Alſo there is now but fifteen 
Days to beaccompliſhed, and the Duke of Aguitain muſt part with his fair Daughter Fezoz, to his great 
Grief, and Overthrow of the whole Kingdom. Father, (quoth Valentine) the Gods defend her. He 
had no ſooner ſpoke theſe Words, but there came another antient Man of fourſcore Years of Age, in 
the Habit of a Pilgrim; this Man was Blandiman, Squire to the diſtreſſed Lady Belliſant, and be it was, 
that led his Lady Belliſant into the Caſtle of Ferragus the Giant, as before you have heard. Valentine 
ſpying him, demanded of him whence he was, and from whence he came? Sir (quoth the Pilgrim 
from Con/tantinople : But I could not enter into the City, by reaſon a Pagan Soldier hath begirt it 
with a Siege ; neither could I come to deliver the Meſſage on which I am ſent ; wherefore I thought 
it my ſafeſt Courſe to return.” Pilgrim. (quoth Valentine what thinkeſt thou of the Green Knight, is 
it not poſſible he fnould be overcome? No, (ſaid the Pilgrim) I adviſe you not to follow the Enter- 
prize; for if there were an hundred of you, he would ſee the End of you all. Father, whither go 
you? (ſaid Valentine) Sir, I take my readieſt Way to Paris, for I have a Meſſage to King Pepiz 
from a Sitter of his, named Belliſaut, that hath long been baniſhed from Conſtantinaple wrongfully ; 
and now is the good Lady in the Houſe of a Giant that keepeth her, and uſeth her honourably, in- 
tending to know King Pepin's Mind, whether he conſentcd unto theſe Wrongs done unto her; for he 
| well knoweth ſhe is a virtuous Lady, and for her ſake, offers to put himſelf in ſingle Combat with the 
Emperor of Greece; for that he hath ſo wrongfully baniſhed her: Pilgrim, ( quoth Valentine) I pray 
thee return back with me to 4guztain ; for thither I am going to fight with the Green Knight, If the 
Gods give me Victory againſt him, I will accompany thee into France: for I tell thee, only -for the 
Love I bear unto King, Pepiu I undertake this Fight; for he hath been a Means of my Preſervation, 
and is a Father unto me: therefore unto him I dedicate all my Labours, and reſt wholly at his Com- 


anc 


5 mand. Sir, (quoth Blandiman) to this Motion I will never conſent ; for my Lady hath put me in 


Truſt to diſpatch her Affairs, and I will diſcharge the Duty of a truſty Servant towards her; and ſo _ 
taking my Leave I commend you to the Protection of the Gods: The Pilgrim being gone, Valentine 


& 1ook'd after him, and not without Cauſe, but he wiſt not why; for this was the Man that had borne 


Part of his Mother's Exile. Well, Valentine went on his Journey, and after ſome Days came near 


to the City of Aguitain. Valentine beheld the City very earneſtly, and paſſing on he ſpied a pleaſant _ 
Fountain; thither he went, and alighted from his Horſe, laying himſelf down under a Tree to refreſh 


him, and Orſan was his Keeper all the while. Anon he awaked, and prepared to take Horſe again, 
| but ſuddenly there arrived at the ſame Fountain, a moſt curious Knight, proud, and of ſo haughty a 
Stomach, that he was ſtiled the Proud Knight, and withal ſo fierce and reſolute, that he never aſked 
Queſtion of any Man ; yet if he, whom he met, ſaluted him not, he preſently killed him. — 32 
This proud Knight came to the Fountain, and Valentine beholding him, ſaid never a Word, and Orſin 
alſo gazed fiercely on him. The proud Knight was anger d in his Heart, and approached near unto Orion, 
and gave him ſuch a Blow, that the Blood iſſued out of his Mouth; Orſon feeling the Blow ſmart, ſud- 
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denly took him and threw him on the Earth, and preſently ſpying a Knite at the 8 2 Girdle, ſmote 5X 1 ; 


him therewith into the Body, ſo deep, that there was ſeen nothing but Blood. The 


* 


night ſeeing km- 
ſelf wounded, cried out alond, whereupon Valentine coming in, reſcued the Knight out of en's Hands; _ 


and ſaid, © Fair Knight, you have offered great Wrongs, to ſtrike a poor wild Man in this rude M 


who can ſpeak never a Word.“ With that the proud Knight began thus roughly to Valentine: Proud 'M _ Ye 
creant, why then doſt thou not ſalute me? And therewithal drew forth a Glave, thinking to ha 
ſmitten him: Valentine deu the Blow, drew forth his Sword, and ftruck at the proud Knight with» -  * i 


fuch Violence, that he fir 


him dead, and ſaid unto him. Hereafter learn thou to ſalute Men 
Ain iN 
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forth my Sword and flew him. 


36 TRINISTORY ff VALENTINE and ORSON. 


in a more friendly Manner.“ The proud Knight being dead, his Men fled with all the Haſte they 
could to Aguitain, bearing Tidings of their Matter's Death. Duke Savary hearing thereof was 
greatly diſpleaſed; for he was his Couſin. Among the . reſt,” Valentine underſtood that Lamentation 
was made for the Death of the proud Knight beſide the Fountain; whereupon he ſuddenly mounted 
and entred the City, and lodging in a Burgher's Houſe, whereby it came to the Ears of Duke Sawary, 
that he had flain his Couſin, The Duke commanded that Valentine, and his Brother O-/on ſhould be 
brought before him; and being come into the Preſence of the Duke, he began in this Manner: Friend, 
from whence are you? What Prince do you ſerve ? And whether be ye a Knight or no ? Sir, (ſaid 
Valentine] I am a Knight, and owe my Duty and Service to the famous King Pepin of France. Then 
ſaid the Duke unto him you have ſlain my Couſin. * is true, ſaid he, and ſo I ſhould have done had 
it been my own Kinſman, for he was of ſo high a Stomach, that he diſdained to ſpeak io any Man 
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and ſmote fo furiouſly at my Companion, that he had near killed him ; which I perceiving, drew 
Fair Duke, know this, I am a Stranger in the City, and hither am [ 
come to combat with the Green Knight; as alſo to behold that beauteous Lady Frzon, whom the whole 


> World admires : Wherefore I think it a Law of Equity for Strangers to paſs up and down in Safety: 
- Confider I have ſhewed you the Cauſe of my Coming.” 


When the Duke heard Valentine ſay ſo, he 
faid thus unto him; Knight, right well thou haſt anſwered me; and ſeeing my Couſin hath come by 
this, more by Pride than Courage, I am right ſorrowful, and ſo I paſs it over, and pardon thy Deed, 


but in that your urge, that your coming hither was to combat with the Green Knight, come you into 


my Palace, and there you ſhall behold the Beauty for which you thus far adventured : Moreover, that 
on may ſee that you are not come alone. you ſhall behold fifteen Knights to accompany you, and 
-juſt arrived, for the Love of the Lady Fexon, to try their Valour againſt the ſaid Green Knight, 


their Enemy. Go, I ſay, unto my Palace, ſalute my Daughter, as my Cuſtom is to permit Strangers, 


before they adventure their Perſons in Battle with the Green Knight, and having preſented yourſelf 
before her in the Sign of Love, you ſhall receive from her a Ring of Gold. Sir, (quoth Valentine) 


I ſhall be ready to do all the Rites and Cuſtoms ; and beſides I will obey you in all things whatſoever 
This 


it ſhall pleaſe you to command. | 
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This Conference ending, the Duke went into the Caſtle, accompanied with Valentine and Or/on ; 
having entred the Hall, where the Knights were aſſembled, Valent ine beheld the Lady fitting among 
them; and making his way unto her, with all Duty and Reverence, at laſt he ſaluted her thus; La- 
dy, you, whoſe Beauty and Fame is ſpread thro' the World, the Gods preſerve you from the Gs een 


Knight, whom I dare boldly avouch, is not worthy to touch thy ſuper-excellent Lips, Moreover, dear 


Lady, may it pleaſe you to underſtand, that Pein, the mighty King of France, hath ſent me hither, 
to preſent unto you the moſt noble Man that liveth on Earth ; wherefore, Lady, behold him well, for 
he feareth no Man, nor any Weapon, altho' he cannot ſpeak: Wherefore, I aſſure you, the Green Knight 
is not able to withſtand his mighty Force, nor make any reſiſtance againſt him.“ Sir (quoth the Lady) I 
yield unto the King of France Thanks ; as alſo to you that have taken ſuch Pains to preſent ſuch a 
one before me. But ſay, wherefore is this worthy Champion no better cloathed ? for methinks he is of 
an excellent Perſon, well formed, ſtraight, and of a hardy Countenance, and if he was waſhed and bath- 
ed, his Fleſh would be both white and ſoft. Lady, (ſaid Valentine) he never wore any Garment till of 
late, and then I cauſed this Jacket to be made; moreover I aſſure you, that when he came firſt to Paris, 
he came a naked Man, and his Fleſh was ſo hard, that he neither feared Wind nor Cold. While he was 
ſpeaking theſe Words, Feæon beheld him very wiſhfully, for ſhe was in Love with him. But Valentine 
again ſpoke thus; Lady, for my ſelf J muſt ſay ſomething alſo ; therefore know this, that only for the 
Love of you I have ventured in this Climate, to ſee if Fortune will ſo much favour me, that I may 
bear you from all the Comers, by Force of. Arms; and yet fair Lady, one thing more I have 
to utter unto you, which is, that I have made an Oath unto my ſelf, that I will never re- 
turn again into France till I have proved my Fortune on the Green Knight, and with him 


J intend to cope before I part hence; and either deliver him into your Hands as conquer- 


ed or ſuffer Death, as many before me have done. Alas! Knight (ſaid the Lady) put not 


your ſelf in Danger for my ſake, for methinks it is a Folly for any Man to 22 himſelf 


ſor the Good of another. Again, there be many valiant Knights have miſcarried in ſeeking m 
Love, and I, the unhappieſt living, to ſee theſe unfortunate Days.” Lady, (quoth he) what 
have vowed I mean to accompliſh. Why then, fair Knight, God be thy Speed ; and there- 
withal drew forth two Rings of Gold, giving Valentine the one, and Orſon the other. Alſo 
they ſat down at the Table among the other Knights, and were welcomed with great Feaſt- 


ings. Being ſet at the Table, Fezon ſtill fixed her Eyes on Orſon, and Orſon on her, as it 


were interchangeably glancing Love-looks one to another, with exceeding gracious Aſpects, 
Now in the midſt of all theſe Feaſtings, the Green Knight, as his Cuſtom was, came thundering 
at the Gates, only to have a Sight of the beauteous Lady Fezen, for you ſhall underſtand 
that ſuch were' the Conditions between him and the Duke, that every Day it ſhall be lawful 
for hm to enter his Palace, to behold the Lady without Contradiction. Being entred the great 
Hall, his Manner was to cry out with a loud Voice ſaying, Valiant Duke of Aguitain, have 
you yet any more Champions to. fight with me, for the Love of this Lady ? The Duke an- 
ſwered, Vea; I have yet within my Palace ſixteen valiant Knights, that mean to try their 
Fortunes upon thee before they depart my Country. Then, ſaid the Green Knight let me 
ſee them, and the Lady Fezcrn. Enter, ſaid the Duke, for thou haſt free Liberty. There- 
withal the Green Knight entred the Hall, ſternly beholding all the Knights, one after another: 
At laſt, when he had gone thro' them all, he began to fpeak to them in this Manner 


Lords, eat and drink and make merry, for to Morrow ſhall be your laſt : and know that it 


will fall out to all your Shares to be hang'd on the Top of my Tree, as many before you 
have been ſerved. Valentine marking well his high Words, grew exceeding angry, and at laſt 
began to anſwer him: Proud Knight, theſe Vaunts might well lie ſmother'd in thy Breaſt; for 


I tell thee, this Day is come hither a Knight, that will hold thee tack more than any one that | 


ever encountered thee ; and whereas thou triumphantly haſt conquered many, he it is ſhall 
vanquiſh thee, and have thy dead Corps a Prey for ravenous Beaſts,” Now Or/oz underſtood that 


Valentine ſaid all this of him, and alſo knew this to be the Green Knight, by whom ſo many 
valiant Men had loſt. their Lives; inſomuch, that he ſaluted him him with a fierce Viſage, and 
whetting his Teeth, leapt from the Table, and taking the Green Knight by the Middle, MIN 
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him upon his Neck as if he had been a little Child, and having him at Advantage, ſpying a Wall, 


threw the Green Knight with ſuch Violence againſt the ſame, that all the Beholders thought he had E 


broken his Neck, tor he lay as dead; and ſo ſat him down at the Table as before; and in a laughin 


Geſture, made Signs, that he would bear upon his Neck three ſuch as the Greez: Knight. At this ſudden A 
Action of Orſon, all the Knights there aſſembled began to laugh, and coming one towards the other, 
ſaid, * Now he is come indeed that ſhall be the Overthrow of the Green Knight, but we cannot chuſe 


but lament the woful Chance that ſhall befal the Lady Fezon, for he cannot ſpeak, and yet he is worthy 


of all Honours among the valianteſt.“ The Lady on the other Side, beholding his Valour, was in- 


ſtantly overcome with the Love of Orſon, that he only conquered her Heart, and left all the reſt hope. 
leſs of ever gaining the Garland at which they aimed. By this time the Green Knight was again re. 
covered, and counting it a Deed of Courage, began thus to ſay ; Lords, this wild Man hath deceived 
my Tru't, for he came upon me unawares, without ſaying a Word; but I think it good to let you 


underſtand, that in the Morning I ſhall be better provided: and to the end I may make him an Example 5 


to all that ever went before, I will ordain for him a Gibbet on Purpoſe, higher and ſtronger than for 
any that have been yet vanquiſhed, and thereon I will hang his Beaſtly Corps for Beaſts and Birds to 


make their Prey. 
. ; 
How Orſon encounter d the Green Knight, and what follow'd thereon ; alſo, how Valentine attempted to 
fight with him, but could not overcome him. 

CIR perceiving the Green Kuigbt diſpleaſed, and to threaten him, began as faſt to chatter ; and 

making Signs that he would meet him on the morrow, and fight with him, and Token thereof, 
took his Hood, and threw it on the Ground, as alſo his Gage; which Valentine ſeeing, ſpoke thus to 
the Green Knight : © Sir, the wild Man challengeth you, and in Token thereof hath thrown down his 
Gage ; whereof, if your Stomach ſerve, I adviſe you to take it up. Hereat the Green Knight fretted 


ſo exceedingly, that he replied never a Word.“ Duke Savary being preſent ſaid to him: © Sir Knight I 
well perceive that the Battle will go ſtrong between the wild Man and you; end I think he will hold you 
tough Play: Wherefore if you chance to conquer him, you may well report of your Valour through- 
out the World, for he hath tried ſome Part of his Courage already; and vanquiſhing him, you need not 
ſtand in Fear of any.“ Tke Green Knight hereat more enraged, ſwore by all the Gods, that e'er the 
Morrow's Sun was ſet, he would try the utmoſt of his Strength, for he ſhould never return again from 
the Field, but be hang'd a great deal higher than any of the reſt : And with theſe Words left the Caſtle, #1 
and betook him to his Pavillion, Being departed, the reſt of the Knights remained with the Lady Fezon, 
making 2 Joy, and ſaying one to another, that the Day was come that the Green Knight ſhould meet 


with his Match. On the other fide, Fame had ſo ſpread abroad the worthy Acts of Orſon the Savage 


upon the Green Knight, that Multitudes of People came to ſee and behold him, inſomuch that the 4 
Duke commanded the. Gates to be ſhut. Orſon perceiving the People ſo abundantly to approach, : 


and hearing the Noiſe, leapt up into a Window to behold them, for they were willing to ſee him, 


and he deſirous to ſee them ; and at Night they all departed. The People being gone, and Supper 
ended, they ſpent the reſt of the Night in Merriments, and ſo to bed. Valentine being brought to 


his Chamber, went to Bed, making Signs to Orſon to lie down by him; but he not regarding his 


Kindneſs, laid him down; upon the Ground according to his wonted Uſe, and ſo paſs'd away the 
Night. Morning being come, Valentine and Orſon went into the Hall, where they found the fair 
—.— Fexon accompanied with the other Lords holding a Diſpute among themſelves, who ſhould 
Sght with the Green Knight, At laſt ſtood up a worthy Knight of France, named Galeram, and ſaid ; 


.* Lords, ſo you be pleaſed, I am the Man who intend the firſt Tryal.” To this they all agreed, 
and preſently they armed him. Being armed, he came to the Lady, taking his Leave with all Joy ; 


and ſhe to requite his Kindneſs, gave him free Leave, wiſhing the Gods to preſerve and keep him 
from all Danger, ſo that he may return as Conqueror. The Knight moſt humbly thanked her, 


and fo took Horſe, and haſtned him towards the Tent of the Green Knight. The Green Knight 


ceiving from afar his Approach, ſet Spurs to his Horſe, and encountered the famous Ga- 
am ſo fiercely, that he ſmote him off his Horſe to the Earth: The Green Knight ſeeing him 
&. 4 | F 
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W touching the bringing, A the Shield, he vajia 
he could not lift it, at which he was ſorrewſuky: 
== faid: Go bring thy Shield thyſelf, fo 
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orr8$fu!, yet taking Courage, he recom - 


mended himſelf to the Gods : Having thus done, he put ſpui tb his Horſe, and took his Way ſpeedily - 


Nas more fearful of him than of all the reſt ; 
wherefore he called unto himfaying, Knight, give, Earfurtb this I ſhall now ſay: Seeſt thou yonder 
je Bra. it hither to me, and I will reward thee 
en f your own, ſend them, for by me it ſhall 
treat Knight) you ſhall either bring me the Shield. or 
know this you ſhall never/conquer me. Whey Nheuntine had well conſidered theſe Words he ſpoke 

4 rode towards the Tree, but he loſt his Labour, for 
nd returning unto the Green Knight in an angry Mood, 
\F\camdbt lift it; wherefore curſed be that Magician, that fo 
faitened it, and an evil End betide him\thkt ſent me thither to bring it. Friend, quoth he, ſhall I tell 
thee wherefore I ſent thee ? It was for. that this Shield was given me by a Fairy, and therein remain- 
eth ſuch Virtue, that no Man, be he never ſo ſtrong, can take it from the Place where it is faſtened, 
fave only he alone by whom I ſhall be overcome; and for the Doubt I ſtood in of thee, therefore T 
ſent thee thither ; now my Doubt is ſatisfied, and therefore I adviſe thee to return to the Place from 


whence thou cameſt, and fave thyſelf; for ſeeing thee ſo fair a Knight I am forced to pity thee, and 


take no Pleaſure in thy Death, from which thou canſt not eſcape if thou fighteſt with me. Further, to 


_- 


the end thou ſhouldſt not think I utter theſe Words to abuſe thy Patience, know this, that there is none 


living that can vanquiſh me, except firſt he be the Son of a King, and next, ſuch a one as never 


ſuck'd the Breaſt of any Woman: Now, if thou art ſach a one thou mayeſt overcome me, if not, 
thou doſt but ſhorten thine own Days by an untimely Death. At theſe Words Valentine took little 
Fleaſure, knowing that by this Relation. he could not be that Man ; but ſeeing that he was come to 


that Enterprize, he would not return till he had try'd his Strength againſt him; and therefore with a 


loud Voice he ſpoke thus: Valiant and redoubted Knight, I well underſtand | am not the Man by 
whom you ſhall be conquered ; yet whoſoever I am, I will not depart hence till I have fought with 


you. 
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you. * By the Gods, (quoth the Green Knight ) then thou haſt ſome ſecret Treaſon to work againſt me, 
that thus thou runneſt upon thy Death wilfully ; but e'er I part with thee I'll make thee know the 
Price of thy raſhneſs. And therewithal he leapt upon his Horſe, bidding one of his Servants to 
bring him a Box of precious Balm ; the Virtue of it was ſuch, that what Wound ſoever he received, 
tho' never ſo mortal, it had Power inſtantly to heal up the Breach. And after he had received it he 
ſuddenly put Spurs to his Horſe, couching his Spear in his Wriſt, both ran ſo furiouſly that their 
Spears broke in many Pieces; and they ſuddenly bending themſelves to the next Courſe, moſt vali. 
antly drew out their Swords, in which Valentine behaved himſelf ſo nimbly that he gave the Gre 
Knight fo full a Stroke that he cut him thro' the Armour, inſomuch that the Blood iflued out in 
abundance. Feeling himſelf wounded, with one Blow ftruck away a great Piece of Valentine! 
Thigh, and having thus wounded him, ſaid, © You may fee I can wield a Sword as well as you: 
I told you that you would fall under my Hands; and anon I ſhall be fain to hang your dead Corpſe 
on a Tree, as I have done the reft that came before you. Pagan (ſaid Valentine) vaunt not thy- 
ſelf overmuch, .for as yet I am not conquered; therefore defend thyſelf.” And therewith gave 
him ſuch a Blow, that he ſmote away a Quarter of his Shield, and the Green Knight at the ſame 
Encounter broke his Sword upon the Helm of Valentine, and fell'd him off his Horſe. Yalentine 
being always valiant, ſuddenly recovered. The Pagan ſeeing him riſe drew a ſharp pointed Knife 
and threw it at him; but he ſeeing it come, ſtarted aſide, in that it miſt him. The Green Knight 
being thus unarmed, turned about his Horſe thinking to have recovered them again; but Valentine 
being on the Ground, and ſeeing a fit Opportunity, cut off his Horſe's Feet, ſo that they both came 
tumbling to the Earth, being on the Earth, he ſuddenly aroſe, and then they were both together, 
by ſtrength of Arms holding each other: But in ſhort the Battle was ſo fierce, that they were boch 
ſore wounded. The Pagan quickly heal'd his with the Balm before ſpoken of. This fight continu- 
ed ſo long, that the Day ſhut in, and both began to be weary. The Green Knight was griev'd that 
he could not overcome him, and tho' he was even ſpent, yet he proudly bore it out, ſaying, 
Knight give over, for I perceive thy Wearinefs, and the Sun declineth, therefore it would be little 
Honour for me to conquer thee ; return again to A4quitarr, and reſt there this Night, and report 
that there never encountered me ſo valiant a Knight as thou art. But meet me To-morrow, and 


before thy coming, take Leave of all thy Friends, for thou ſhalt never return. Valentine accepted 


his Offer, and was glad thereof; ſo mounting his Horſe he returned to the City. When Duke | 
Savary and his Lords ſaw him, they were joyful, and received him with great Honour: Among the 
reſt aſſembled was Orſan, who ran and caught him in his Arms, and kiſs'd him. Being come into the 


Palace, the Duke demanded what Tidings from the Green Knight? Sir, (ſaid Valentine he reſted in 


his Pavillion, and I think he is of that Strength and Courage that there is no. Man living able to van- 


quiſh him. Valentine, (quoth the Dude) you have eſcaped well, never did any return but all have * 
periſned; wherefore you have proved yourſelf a valiant Knight. Gracious: Duke, (ſaid he) of my 
Conqueſt I can make but imall Boaſt; but To-morrow there is appointed a new 'I'ryal, and the 
Victory may light upon him whom the Gods pleaſe to favour. DA Conference with the 
Duke, Valentine was unarmed, and conducted to the Chamber of the 
right joyful to ſee him return with Life. By this time Supper drew on, and the Duke taking his 
Place at the Table, cauſed Valentine to be ſet on his right Hand; for the Duke did honour him in 


ady Fexon. The Lady was 


the higheit Degree. Supper ended, Valentine withdrew himſelf to his private Chamber, and the 
Green Knight reſied in his Pavillion; where we leave him, and ſpeak of Valentine, who being in his 


Chamber made many Complaints. | | 


r. XIV. 
How Valentine tel Advice, and ſent Orſon on the Morroxw to fight the Green-Knight ; and how Orſon 
8 overcame him. 
Alentine having appointed the Morrow to fight with the Green Knight, began to be troubled 
as he lay in Bed, ſtill thinking on what happened the Day befoie: At laſt, when he had 
ruminated all his Imaginations, he began to reſolve in this Manner: © I am not, neither can I be that 
4: 3 , King's 


TS ns mis 


and therefore ſtand wavering whereupon to rely.” At laſt he began thus to think: What if Or 
ſhould be armed in my ſtead, and try the worſt of Fortune's Wreck? Why it ſhall be ſo.” The break 


valiantly, and at his Return ſhe would grant him Love. Thus having taken his Leave, he betook him to 
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King's Son that ſhould overcome the Green Knight ; for I cannot remove the Shield he ſent me for; 
neither was I nouriſh'd without the Breaſt of a Woman. Again, Iam very doubtful of the Combat, 


of Day appearing, he aroſe, and coming to Qr/ox, he told him by Signs, that he ſhould put on his 
Armour, take his Horſe, and make towards the Green Knight's Pavillion to fight with him. Or/er 
underſtanding his Intent, leap'd and danc'd up and down joyfully, making Signs that the Green 
Knight ſhould never eſcape ; denying his Horſe and Arms, defiring only a Club, ſuch a one as he was 
accuſtom'd to; and ſhaking his Head, made Signs that he would have no other Armour. Valentine 
ſeeing this gave him to underſtand that he mult put on the ſame Armour, and ride on the ſame Horſe, 
ſo that-the Green Knight ſhould not know but it was Valentine that came againſt him. Or/ez under- 
ſtanding the Subtilty intended, agreed to it ; and being thus armed, contrary to his Cuſtom, he 
ſeemed perſonable, and made many Signs that he would overcome the Green Knight e'er Noon, with- 
out Mercy or Pity ; and in theſe Signs he was ſo earneſt, that he cauſed great Laughter. Or/or being 
thus prepared, took his Leave of the Duke, embraced Valentine, and made him Signs to ſtand in fear 
of nothing, for before he returned he would bring the Green Knight either alive or dead. But before 
he took Horſe, he went to take Leave of the Lady Fezen; and ſpying her would have ran and kif'd 
her; and by Signs he gave her to underſtand, that for the Love of her he would fight with the Pagan 
Knight. The Lady in a Smile, retorted by Signs, that ſhe loved him well ; wiſhing him to bear himſelf 
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his Horſe, and being gone from the Palace, there was nothing ſo much talk'd of as the wild Man's 
Combat with the Green Knight, at which was much Wonder. It was not long till O-/ox came to the 
Pavillion of the Green Anight and imote the Top thereof with his Spear, ſignifying Defiance. The 
Green Knight taking this ruitic Salutation in great Scorn, ſwore by Mahomet that he would fetter his' 
Pride e'er the Evening ; and therewithal mounted on his Steed, and couching his Spear, he entred the: 
Field. Or/on ſeeing him in a Readineſs, ſeem'd to give back as if half afraid; but preſently having 
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gathered more Courage, they encounter'd with ſuch Force that both Horſes and Men fell to the Earth; 
being both down, they lightly recovered, drew their Swords, and laid one at the other fiercely. The 
Greaa Knight being fix d with Anger, ſmote Orſon ſuch a Blow that he cut the Circle of Gold on his 
Helm, and ſmote a Piece of his Shield quite off and wounded him ſo deeply, that with the Violence 
of the Stroke his Sword fell out of his Hand. Orſon ſeeing the Blood run down, was far more fierce, 


rolling his Eyes, and ſhaking his Head; at laſt he gave the Giant ſuch a Blow on the Head that he 


entered the Fleſh, and bore part thereof before him, and his Sword ſliding off his Head, took him 
on the Arm ſo powerful, that the Blood followed in abundance. The Green Knight having his Balm 
feared no Wounds ; which made Or/on think it was in vain any longer to uſe his Sword, fince he 


could heal himſelf fo quickly. Upon this Or/on threw away his Armour and Weapons, and ſuddenly 
ran upon him, and caught him faſt by the Arms, and caſt him on the Ground, took off his Helm, 


and held him ſo down that the Green Knight yielded to his Mercy. Orſon not regarding his Submiſſion, 
would have taken away his Life, if Valentine had not come to his Reſeue, by riding Poſt to ſee the 
erd of the Combat. Being come he made Signs to Orſen that he ſhould not kill him, which Orſon 
obey d. At laſt Valentine began to ſpeak to the Green Knight ſaying : Proud Knight, you ſee you 
ace in the Hands of your Enemy, wherefore I think it fit you ſuffer preſent Death; for look how 
you have ſerved the vanquiſh'd Knights by hanging them on yonder Tree; fo likewiſe yourſelf ſhall 
be hang'd on the higheſt Branch. Alas! (quoth he) you ſeem to be a Man of Pity, turniſh'd with 
Courtely ; therefore my Requeſt is, to ſpare my Life. No (quoth Valentine) that I ſhall not, except 
upon Conditions; Firſt, that you renounce your Paganiſm : Secondly go with me into France, and tell 
King Pepin that by Valentine and Orſon you were overcome in ſingle Combat. To all theſe Conditions 
I willingly agree; and thereunto I take my Oath, to perform what you have already ſpoken. 

Then Valentine made Signs to Orſin that he ſhould riſe, which he readily obeyed, but ſo that he left 
nothing about him to make any Reſiſtance. Being upon his Feet, he ſpoke thus to Valentine, Sir, it 
was you that combated againſt me Yeſterday, therefore you, and none but you did I expe this Day 
alſo ; but [ ſee | am conquer'd by the Man that in the Duke's Palace threw me on the Ground. True 
_ Valentine) the very ſame Man. Why then'(quoth the Green Knight) I ſhall reveal unto thee one 

ecret more, and I beſeech you grant unto me my Requeſt. Send this Knight that hath conquered me 
unto yonder Tree, and if he bring away with him the Shield there faſten d, then I'll be well aſſured he is 
the Man that ſhould conquer me. Hereupon Valentine made a Sign unto On to bring away the Shield, 
who did as he appointed him; and coming near the 'ree, he ſtretched forth his Arm to take it down, 
and ſuddenly it leap'd into his Hand, and he brought it with him to the Green Knight. When he ſaw 
Or/on have the Shield, his Heart ſmote againſt his Sides, and throwing himſelf at his Feet, would 


have kiſs'd him; but O/or received Signs from Valemine to the contrary, and would not ſuffer him. 


but took him by the Arms and lifted him up. Being upon his Feet, he ſpoke thus: Alas! I of all 
others, owe unto you all my Service and Reverence: for now I am aſſur'd that you are both a hardy 
and valiant Knight, and among all others, I confeſs that by conquering me, you have won unto 
yourſelf everlaſting Fame, Moreover, this aſſure yourſelf, he that conquered me can be no leſs than 
the Son of a King and Queen, and mult be ſuch a one as never ſuck'd the Breaſt of any Woman, 
And that this ſhall appear to be Truth, I ſhall further prove it by my Siſter Clerimond; for ſhe hath a 


- Head of Braſs, that telleth the Adventures and Fortunes, that to her and all her Generation ſhall 


befal ; likewiſe, this Head ſhall continue ſpeaking till ſuch time as the worthieſt Knight in all the 
World enter into the Chamber where it now ſtandeth; and being once entered, the ſaid Head ſhall 
loſe its Virtue, and he is the only Man to have my Siſter Cleri nond to Wife; wherefore fair Knight, 
theſe things thus fallen out as you ſee, I greatly defire you to wed my Sifter, as the moſt renowned 


Knight in the whole World. 


CHAP: 


The HISTORY of VALENTINE and ORSON. 43 


Fo CH-A'P.-XV. a 8 

| Haw Orſon having conquer d the Green Knight, Valentine cauſed him to be Chriſten d, and ſent to King 
his Pepin 3 and how he got Knowledge of his Father and Mother by Means of the Green Knight. How 
nce | the ſame Night that Orſon was made ſure to the Lady Fezon, an Angel appear'd to Valentine, and of 
ce, the Charge he gave him. : 
he H E Green Huigbt having made this Motion of the Marriage of his Siſter, gave unto Valentine 
im a Ring of Gold, upon Condition that he would carry that Ring unto her: which bing Va- 
Im lentine accepted, and the Green Knight yielded himſelf a Priſoner, and is now going towards France 
he to accompliſh his Oath, which before he had given him. Valentine having receiv'd this Ring, never 
194 reſted till he had ſeen the Lady ſo recommended to him. After this, the Green Knight by Conſent 
m, was crowned King of the Green Mountain, and there held great State. Preſently upon this League 
IN, of Friendſhip concluded, he gave Command throughovt all his Hoſt, that every Man ſhould depart T 
he from the Confines of Aguitain, and return home, without doing any further Damage to Duke Sava- 7 
fon s Country. The Pagan Army thus diſmiſs'd, Valentine and Orſon took and led him as a Priſoner 3 
ou into the City of Aguitain, at which there was great Joy, and the Duke wirh all his Lords received 1 
0 them with great Triumph into the City. The Green Knight being thus brought as a Priſoner to the F. 
ill Duke, began to fay in this Manner ; My Lords, you owe much Honour to the Knight that hath con- 1 
th quered me. And further, I give you to underſtand for certain, that he can be no leſs than Son to a 1 
pt King; and alſo, that he never ſuck'd Woman's Breaſt, for if he had, he could never have been my by 
ll Conqueror, for ſo it was ever ſaid by the Brazen Head, that ſtandeth in the Chamber of my Siſter 7 
ns | Clerimond. (Quoth the Duke) Well, this may carry ſome likelihood of Truth, for he hath born 1 

himſelf valiantly againſt you, wherefore I think it my part to honour him with my utmoſt Endeavours. £ 
ft By this time is the worthy Train entered the Duke's Palace, whither the Duke commanded his 7 
it Daughter's Preſence ; and then ſaid unto her, Daughter, behold here the Green Knight, that hath for 
y your Love made Spoil of my Country, and I was not able to repel him back, but only this valiant B 
e MS Knight that Valentine hath brought from the — King Pepin, who hath freed us of our Fears: 4 
e Wherefore this is my deſire, that as he hath conquefe my Enemy and yours, ſo he may alſo conquer 3 
e your Love, whereunto I willingly agree. The Duke having thus ſaid, the Lady 7 homer for her- 
is ſelt in this manner; My Lord and Father, you know Jam your Daughter, therefore there is no 
„ Reaſon Iſhould reſiſt, but do ſubmit to your diſpoſal ; for if I ſhould do otherwiſe, it were great Diſo- 
bs bedience. And again, my Lord, your Promiſe is already paſt, that whoſoever could vanquiſh the Pa 
gan Knight, ſhould for his Labour receive me for his Wife. Now, my Lords, the Day of my Deli- 
1 verance is come, ſo then according to your Promiſe, you muſt give him to me, and I receive kim 


5 as my lawful Spouſe, otherwiſe I ſhould make void the Edict gone thro' the World, and you be 
[ thought falſe in your Promiſe.” Daughter, (quoth the Duke) you have ſpoken right graciouſly, and 
7 your Anſwer pleaſeth me highly, and not only me, bur all that are about us; wherefore it were 
not amiſs to know of the Conqueror if he will have you; if he agree unto this Matter, I will give 
him in Dowry, half my Country. Hereupon Valentine demanded of Or/on if he would have the 
Lady Fexon to Wife; who anſwered, that he would never have any other. Then the Duke cauſed 
to be brought before him a Prieft, who then contracted them; and fo their time was paſſed with ma- 
ny Sports. Theſe things thus ended, Orſon made Signs unto the Lady, that he would never lie with 
her until he had gotten the uſe of his Tongue, and that his Companion Valentine had conqyered the- 
Love of the Lady Clerimond. Of all which you ſhall hear more hereafter. | | Ef 
The Day being paſt with great Banquetting and Solemnity, on which Fezen was aſſured unto 
Orſon, the Night approached, and every Man betook him unto his Reſt: among the reſt Valen- 
tine and Orſon were lodged moſt richly : and in the Dead time of the Night, Valentine, had the Ap- 
parition of an Angel appearing unto him, ſaying, Valentine, know this, that in the Morning 
thou ſpeedily depart this Land, and take a long with thee O-/an, by whom the Green Knight 
hath been vanquiſhed, and without further Delay get thee unto the Caftle of Ferragus, there 
you ſhall find the Lady Clerimond, by whom thou ſhalt underſtand of whence thou art deſcended, 
This ſtrange Viſion drove him into a thouſand Fears, and in great Melancholy he paſled away 
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44. The HISTORY of VALENTINE and ORSON. 
the Night; the Day being come, he cauſed Orſon to riſe, and being ready, they haſted to the Duke's 


Palace, where they found his Barons attending for him, and among the reſt the Green Knight, Not 


long after the Duke entered; being entered, the Green Knight took Occaſion to give him the time of 
the Day, and began to ſpeak unto him in this Manner: Moſt renowned Duke, I freely confeſs my- 
ſelf vanquiſhed, and withal renounce all right unto your Daughter, concluding an everlaſting Peace 
with you, upon Condition, that you cauſe me to be baptiſed,” Knight, (ſaid the Duke) well have you 
ſaid, | grant your Requeſt.” When the Prieſt was come that ſhonld baptiſe him, Valentine began thus 
to ſay : Lords and Gentlemen, may it pleaſe the valiant Duke to grant me one Favour, which is this, 
that the Name of this Knight be called Pin; it is the Name of the mighty King of France, that 
nouriſhed and foſter d me even from my Cradle.“ The Duke conſented unto Valentines Demand; fo 
he was called Pepin. After the Baptiſm, the Duke made a Motion to Valentine and Orhan to wed his 
Daughter, the beauteous Lady Fezon, but Valentine not allowing thereof, made this Excuſe; that 
both he and Oven had vowed to go to Zeru/alem e'er they did attempt any other Action after the Con- 
queſt of the Green Knight. The Duke hearing this Excuſe, gave them Leave upon Condition that 
Or/on ſhould take an Oath to return again to Aquitain at his coming back from thence ; to this they 
both agreed. The ſame Hour alſo the Green Knight took Leave of the Duke of Aguitain, and took his 
way into France, to keep his promiſed Faith to King Pepin : Before his Departure, Valentine aſk'd him 
for the Ring that he had promis'd, who gave it unto him ſaying : Whoſoever he be that beareth this a- 
bout him, thall never ſtand in fear of drowning, nor be afraid of falſe Accuſations.” Then Valentine 
took the Ring and put it on his Finger: So Orſon and he took Leave, and departed, and went on their 


Way towards the Lady Clerimond, to find out the Caſtle of Ferragus; and the Green Knight likewiſe took 


Leave for France. Much about this time, Blandiman, Squire to the Diſtreſſed Lady Belliſant, was ar- 
riv'd in King Pepiz's Court, clad in the Habit of a Pilgrim, and having ſaluted the King, he wonder'd 
at this his unlook'd for Shape, and at laſt aſked him from what Sepulchre he was come? ' Worthy King, 
(ſaid Blandiman) I am no Pilgrim, altho' J have taken that Shape upon me; but only to come more 
ſafely unto you, I have taken this Habit: Wherefore know that I am a Meſſenger ſent from the high 
and mighty Lady your Siſter, that by Treaſon and falſe Accuſations hath been baniſhed her Country, 
by the Emperor Alexander, and at this time liveth in great Sorrow of Heart, only for that you have 
unjuſtly bent your Heart againſt her, and ſought no way to relieve her Miſery.” | 
: e 
How King Pepin came to knew that Valentine and Orſon were his Nepheaus; and how the Green Knight 
| Submitted himſe f according to his Promiſe. | | 

D Landiman having delivered his Meſſage, the King began to demand where his Siſter was: Plan- 
D diman reply'd, © I know right well where ſhe is, ; An | have given her my Word, never to diſco- 
ver it to any : But worthy King, if you doubt her Loyalty, I wilt bring you a Man that ſhall fight 
the Battle, and prove her honeſt.“ Nay, (ſaid the King) I have ſeen enough thereof already by the 


_ downfal of the Arch-Prie; allo, I have uſed Means to hear of her, but cannot; but that which 


grieveth me is, that ſhe was great with Child when ſhe was baniſhed ; neither am I ſure whether ſhe 
was delivered of that Burthen.“ My Lord, (ſaid B/andiman) know this for a Truth, that my Lady 
was delivered in the Foreſt of Orleans; and while ſhe diſpatch'd me to get her the Help of a Wo- 
man, e'er I could return, ſhe was delivered of two Sons, the one of which was carried away by a 
Bear, into the Wood ſhe never wilt whither; but ſhe followed fo long that at laſt I found her in a 
Swoon upon the Ground: Coming to her, I took her up, and comforted her as well as I could, and 
peivg ſomewhat recovered, in woful Sighs ſhe unfolded the manner of the Loſs of her Child; and 
or the other, ſhe laid it under the Tree. Hearing her ſay ſo, I haſted to the Tree where I left 
her; but being come thither, I could not find the other Child. And thus worthy King, I have re- 
lated the whole Story of your Siſter and her two Infants. And other Tydings I have none, but 
this, I am that Blandi man that you ordered to attend her when ſhe married the Emperor. The 
King giving Ear unto this, ſaid, Alas Blandiman, thy Words ſtrike me into a thouſand Fears, 
what ſhould become of my Sifter. But ſeeing thou canſt tell me no more, let me know how 
long ago this happened that thou haſt told me. My Lord, (quoth he) it was even that Day 
you met me in the Foreſt of Orleans, that I related to you the Tydings of your Siſter's Baniſn- 
; | | ment» 
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ment. This ſtruck the King in ſuch Admiration, that he began to recolle& his Wits, and then pre- 
ſently came into his Mind the finding of Valentine, and how by him Orſon was conquered in the ſame 


of Wood. Then he began to think of the Story that Blandiman had told him, and thereby knew 
1y- ME that theſe were the two Babes brought forth by his Siſter ; wherefore he ſent for the Queen and other 
ace Ladies, to let them underſtand what Blandimnan had declared; ſaying, My Lords, I have long 
'Ou time nouriſhed and brought up in my Court two poor Children, and it now plainly doth appear they 
ws are Sons to an Emperor, and my near Kinſman ; Valentine, the one whom I found in the Fo- 
lis, reſt, and brought forth by my Siſter Belliſant in the time of her Exile; and Orſon, who was likewiſe 
at vanquiſhed by Valentine, to be his Brother, and both Sons to the Emperor of Greece. At theſe 
fo Tydings all the Court was joyful, ſave only Haufray and Henry, who in outward ſhew ſeem'd 
his glad, but were in their Hearts forrowful ; for above all, they deſired the Death of Valentine, that 
at they might work their wills on their younger Brother Charlemain againſt whom they chiefly . 
n- oppoſed themſelves, as hereafter will appear. But to return to Blandiman, who hearing the King 1 
at ſpeak ſo much of the Children demanded of the King if he knew in what Country they were. I 
ey Why faid, the King, one of theſe I have brought up in my Court in ſuch Faſhion, that he is 
lis become a valiant Knight, and by his valour hath conquered his Brother, being a Wild-man then 
m living in the Wood like a Beaſt, and one that did much Damage to all the Country thereabouts : Ha- 4 
a- ving conquer'd him, he brought him to court, where having lived ſome ſmall time, they both depart- | 
ne ed, and took their way to Aguitain, to fight the Green Knight, and ſince their departure I never * 
ir heard what became of them: Sir ſaid, Blandiman, according to the Tale you have told, I remem- 3 
k ber well, that near Aguitain, I met two ſuch ; but I am troubled I knew them not. The 1 
7 King muſing at theſe Accidents, cauſed Blandiman to be highly feaſted and held as a Companion Y 
d among his other Lords, 5 ; 4 
J, Now it happen'd, that the ſame Day the Green Knight arriv'd at Paris. As ſoon as he came 1 
e into the Preſence of the King he ſaluted him with great Reverence. The King ſeeing him in 8 
h Armour marvelled thereat, and demanded the Cauſe of his ſo appearing; who he was, and where- 
7 fore he came ? The Gren Knight replied in this Manner: Honourable King, know that I am deſcend - 7 
e ed from the Sarazers both by Father and Mother; and true it is, that I am the Knight, that for 3 


. 


the Love of the Lady Fexon, Daughter to the Duke of Aguitain, have for one whole Year holden the 
Dake as my Vaſſal, and in my Subjection; and having him under me, I made a Truce with him 
t for ſix Months upon theſe Conditions, that if within that time he found not a Knight that by Force 
of Arms ſhould conquer me, I was to have his fair Daughter Fezox to Wife; on the other fide, if I 
was conquer'd, I ſhould remove away my Siege, and depart out of his Territories, without doing any 
further Damage. So it is, that I have been often ſought by valiant Knights of divers Countries, 
> [& yet there was none that could overcome me, but endured Death, and are there ſtill hanging upon 
a Tree: At laſt it fell out, that there aſſailed me two worthy Knights, the one named Valentine and $ 
the other Orſon : Valentine fought with me one whole Day, wherein he bore himſelf ſo bravely, _- 
that Night coming on, we were forced to give over, all wounded, tired and weary : The next . * 
Morning when the Battle ſhould be again renewed, his Fellow Orſn armed in Valentine's Armour, 
enter d the Field in a moſt fierce and diſdainful Manner, offering me Defiance: I ſcorning my Com- 
petitor, addreſs'd out my ſelf againſt him; but litile availed my Strength, for in the End he overcame 
me, and would have taken away my Life, had not Valentine come in upon us, and reſcued me, 
upon theſe Conditions; Firſt, that I ſhould forſake Mahomee ; Secondly that I ſhould come 
unto you, and yield my ſelf at your Command, and to ſtand at your Cenſure, either in Life 
— Death. Again, when I received Baptiſm, he cauſed me to be called Pepin, and ſo is my 
ame. | 
The King having heard all this long Story from the Green Knight, made this Anſwer in the 
Preſence of all his Barons : Welcome to us, and of your Company we are right glad, live 
with us 1n our Court ; and be jocund, for I freely grant you your Life and promiſe you fur 
ther, that if you will rarry with us in our Country, I will endow you with many fair Lands 
and Poſſeſlions. The King ſhewing himſelf thus gracious, demanded of him where theſe Knights 
; | | | were 
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were that had conquer d him. Marry (quoth the Green Knight) I left them both at Apuitain with the 

valiant Duke Sawary, who holdeth them in as great Reſpect as any that are within his Court,” Thug 

you may now perceive, that by the Words of Blandiman and the Green Knight, King Pepin had per. 
fect Intelligence of his beauteous Siſter, and his two valiant Nephews. After theſe Tidings, King 

Pepin made a ſolemn Vow, that he would go himſelf in Perſon into Greece, to tell the Emperor of this 

joyful News, and to take Order to ſend abroad into all Lands to find her out. | 

CHAT. AVE. 

How King Pepin departed from France t5wards Greece, to bear theſe Tidings ; how he found Conſtanti. 
nople be/ieged by the So dan of Egypt; how the Green Knight ju/ted with two Sarazens, and over- 
cone them: Of the Battles that were fought ; and the Armies entring the City. 

K Pepin having put himſelf in a Readineſs to depart into Greece, went forth; and before much 

time was ſpent arrived at Rome, where the Pope receiv'd him very joyſully ; but as ſoon as he 
was fat at Dinner, News was brought him that the Soldan of E:ype with a mighty Army had beſieg- 
ed Conſlantinople; whereupon, reſolving to go to the Relief of it, he craved Aid of the Pope, who 
readily granted it; and Forces were immediately raiſed in all the Territories of the Church, who 
chearfully aſſembled themſelves under ſo couragious a General; and ſo King Pepin coming to Con- 
ftantinople, he found the City round begirt, and the Citizens in great Fear of the Soldan's Army, beta. 
king themſelves to the City, keeping the ſame againſt the Force of the Pagans. The Emperor 
was cloſe confin'd in the City, by Reaſon of the long continued Siege: but when he heard Relief 
was come, he took Courage, at which the Pagans were much alarm'd ; but the Soldan with big 


Words encourag'd them, not only to ſubdue Conflantinople, but Rome itſelf ; leſſening and deriding 


the Valour of the Chriſtian Army. But King Pepin reſolving to fight his way into the City, ſent 
Letters to the Emperor to make a vigorous Sally at ſuch time as he ſhould give the Signal, and fo 
marched towards the Enemy. The Soldan upon this, put his Men in order, to diſcover the Num- 
ber of his Enemies. The Green Knight who was advanced before the Chriſtian Army, with the 
like Intent on the other Side, perceiving them coming by the Side of the Hill, and knowing them 
to be his Enemies, addreſſed himſelf to the Encounter, and broke his Launce againſt the fore- 
moſt ; then a dreadful Combat began between them, and in fine, killed one, and put the other to 
Flight. The King upon this good Omen, charged the Soldan's Battle with great Fury, wherein 
Millain Douplar flew the King of Equile and three others e'er he left the Field: this made the 
Soldan and his choiceſt Men come up, and furiouſly ſet upon Douglar, who valiantly defended 
himſelf, till his Horſe being wounded fell under him, and there had been flain, but that the 
Green Knight reſcued and remounted him : Then great was the Slaughter on both Sides, for the 
Emperor 1fluing out with his Army, the Infidels were in a manner hem'd in; and King Pepin 
preſſing on, cried. © Courage noble Brother, you ſhall have News of your Lady Belliſant; this made 
bim encourage his Men to the utmoſt, crying for Conftantinople, which ſo heartned them, eſpecially 
with his own and King Pepin's Example, that they fought like Lions. The Green Knight and 
other Champions made a terrible Slaughter, ſo that the Sarazens began to fall into Diſorder, and fly; 
but the King of Sc/awvonia coming with fifty thouſand freſh Men, reſtored the Battle, which con- 
tinued bloody and doubtful ; but King Pepin and the Emperor finding they were over- numbred, 
and the Enemy had freſh Succours, thought fit to retire into the City, which they did, and there 
being cloſe begirt with a Siege, endured extream Famine, where we muſt leave them to fol- 
low Valentine and Or/on, who for the Love of Clerimond have adventured as you have already 


heard. 
| | Non. | 
How Valentine and Orſon arrived at the ſtrong Caſile wherein the Lady Clerimond was ; and how by 
the Brazen-Head they had knowledge of their Parents. 5 
A Frer many Days Travel, at laſt Valentine and Orſon lighted upon an Iſland, in which 
Iſland ſtood a Caſtle, ſtrong and impregnable, the Covering whereof was of ſhining. 
Metal, glittering in the Sun, that it drove Fa/entine into Suſpicion whether it was the ſame, 


whereunto the Green Knight had directed him to have a Sight of the Fair Lady Chlrimond. — 


more ſhall be ſpoken in its Place. 
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all Adventures, he made Way towards the Caſtle, by one of the Ports thereof. And being entered, 
he demanded who was owner of that Caftle, which appeared ſo ſumptuous to the Eye? Anſwer 
was returned, that the Caſtle was in the keeping of the fair Lady Clerimond, Siſter unto the Giant 
Ferragus, and built by a mighty Man in Subſtance, a Saraxen; the which Sarazen, among all other 
his excellent Works done to this Caſtle, had cauſed one Chamber to be richly adorned, of which 
Moreover, it was told unto Valentine among other Things, that in the Chamber ſtood an excellent 
Pillar made by Art, upon which ſtood a head of Braſs, compoſed a long time ago by the Necromancy 
of a Fairy, which head was of ſuch an excellent Compoſition, that it gave Anſwer to any thing that 
was demanded ; Valentine hearing this ſtrange Relation of the Caſtle, was right glad; for now le 
was verily perſuaded, that it muſt needs be the Caſtle he had ſo long time ſought, and wherein the 
Green Knight told him he ſhould find his Siſter, ſo * raiſed of all Nations, for her excellent 
Beauty. Having gather'd Knowledge enough, he left queſtioning any further, and went on his Way 
accompanied with Orſon, to ſee if he could get Entrance into the Caſtle. By this time they were 
come to the Gates thereof, where, thinking to enter, they were reſiſted by Ten ſturdy Knights, that 
kept the Gate Night and Day. | 3 ä | 
When they ſaw Valentine and Orjon offering to enter, they ſaid unto them: Lords, or whatſoever 
you be, withdraw yourſelves back, for into this Cattle entereth none, of what Birth ſoever, without 
the Leave and Licence of a Maiden, to whom we (as Guard) do appertain. Why? (quoth Valentine) 
go tell her, and aſk her whether it be her Pleaſure we enter or not. Hereupon, one of them entered 
the Chamber where the fair Clerimond was, and kneeling unto her, faid, Lady, before your Gate 
ſtandeth two Gallants that would enter your Caſtle; they ſeem fierce and couragious, full of hig 
Spirits, and Men far difagreeing from the Laws and Religion of our Country: Now, fair Lady, ſay, 
ſhall they have entrance? Deſcend (quoth the Lady) while I go forth into a Window, to take a View 
of them, and let the Gates be ſurely kept, for I mean to queſtion them myſelf. The Porter did as 
ſhe had commarded. Then Clerimond that was well languag'd, lean'd out of the Window, upon a 
Cuſhion covered with Gold, and ſaid unto Valentine: What are you, that dare enter my Caſtle 
without my Leave? Lady, (quoth Valentine with an undaunted Courage) I am a Knight that tra- 
velleth this Way, and would gladly ſpeak with the Head of Braſs that remaineth in this Caſtle, if it 
be your Pleaſure, becauſe I underſtand it reſolveth Doubts. © Knight, (quoth the Lady} upon theſe 
Terms you may not enter ; but if you can bring me certain Signs from one of my Brethren, King 
Ferragus or the Green Knight, Lord of Tartary, then you may freely enter this Caſtle, or by no 


other Means: Yet you may enter, that is, by the Seneſchal of this Place, with whom you muſt _ | 


run ſix Courſes with your Spear, to try your Valour: wherefore, now be adviſed, either fetch me ſome 


certain token from one of my Brothers, or try your Fortune in ſingle Combat as I have told you.” 


Lady, (quoth Valentine) againſt your Seneſchal I dare adventure, for I had rather win my Entrance 
by pond'rous Blows, than by Entreaties and tawning Speeches.“ This Choice choſe Valentine, rather 
than to bewray the Ring which he had brought along with him, given by the Green Knight to preſent 
to his Siſter Clerimond. The Lady ſeeing his reſolute Hardineſs, ſuddenly fell in Love with him, and 
preſently went into the Chamber where the Head of Braſs ſtood, and ſaid unto it; What is that 
Knight of Courage, that would ſo gladly enter this Caſtle ?* © Lady, (quoth the Head) of that 
Knight you ſhall know nothing until ſuch Time as you have brought him before me.“ Clerimond at 
this Anſwer ſeemed very ſorrowful, for ſhe was greatly in Love with Valentine. | 
| | | F 3 
How (when Valentine was before the Caſtle, talking with the Guard) Clerimond bewailed the Lowe of 
Valentine: and how be juſted for the Entrance, and overcame the Seneſchal. 23 
Lerimond ponder'd in her Mind the Words of Valentine, and being oveecome with Affection, ſaid 
in this Manner: Ah ! Valentine is valorous and beautiful; and if I have Power over the Head 


of Braſs, I ſhall nevertake other Huſband than this Knight.” Hereupon ſhe ſent for the Seneſchal, and 
told him, that this Knight would enter the Caſtle. The Seneſchal hereatenrag'd, began thus; Indy © | 
if he be ſo hardy as to attempt it, I ſhall quickly make him know, that he cometh too late to gain il 
=; | Seneſchal,', 


your Love.“ 
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* Seneſchal, (ſaid the Lady) fince it muſt be ſo, arm yourſelf preſently ;* and ſo he departed to put 
himſelf in Armour; Being armed, he mounted his Horſe, couched his Spear in his Wrift, and withal 
ilſued out of the Gate in Readineſs. Ihe Lady alſo got into a Window to behold the Combat, 
When Valentine faw the Seneſchal come towards him, he couched his Spear, and put Spurs to his 
Horſe, and met ſo fiercely, that their Spears broke in Pieces: Then getting a new Supply, they met 
ſo fiercely again, that they fell to the Ground, Horſe and Man; but /e/rntine's Horſe got up with 
his Maſter: Valentine being thus ſav'd by his Horſe, ſaid unto the Seneſchal, Riſe up and remount 
yourſelf, for there is no Honour in conquering an Enemy at an Advantage.” Whereupon the 
Seneſchal was, freſh mounted, and new Spears given themagain ; then they took a freſh Career ; and 
herewithal, Valentine ſo encountered him about the Head, that he bore away his Helm, and threw 
both Horſe and Man down to the Earth. The Seneſchal finding himſelf in Danger, ſaid thus unto 
Valentine; Knight, I know not from whence you are, nor of what Parentage, but never in my Life 
found [| a Man of thy Valour ; wherefore J yield, and withal give thee Leave to enter this Caſtle at 
thy Pleaſure, (only upon this Condition, that you ſpeak not unto the Lady Clerimond without my 
Leave.) Quoth Valentine, thou haſt requeſted that which I will not grant, and know, it was for her 
Love I came hither, and tho' I never yet ſaw her, yet are my Thoughts on Fire: Therefore from 
hence I will never part till I have ſpoken with her; and alſo with the Brazen Head. The Lady all 
this while ſtanding at the Window, wondering what Conference paſſed between theſe two Champions, 
at laſt ſaid thus unto one of her Maidens; ſee how indiſcreet the Seneſchal is, to fight with ſuch a 
valiant Knight, who long ſince might have taken away his Life. When Valentine ſaw the great Pride 
of the Seneſchal, and that he ſtood it out with him being his Priſoner, he preſently ran againſt him 
another Courſe, and therewithal gave him ſo deadly a Stroak, that he ran him quite thro' the Body, 
ſo that he fell off his Horſe Stone dead; at which the Lady Clerimond was exceeding joyful, com- 
manding them to ſet open the Gates, and that Valentine ſhould be brouglit up unto her, in the great 
Hall. When the Lady beheld Valentine well, ſhe came towards him, and faid unto him in this Man- 
ner: Knight, you are moſt welcome, for I never faw a more valiant and couragious Man all the 
Days of my Life: Enter my Caſtle, for it appeareth by your Valour and Chivalry, that you are 
deſcended from the Loins of ſoine Royal Stock.“ Lady, know this for a Certainty, my Name is 
Valentine, a poor Adventurer, for neither myſelf nor this my Companion, never yet knew from what 
Parentage we deſcended ; he was nouriſh'd by a Bear in the Foreſt, and lived there like a wild Man 

till I conquer'd him by my Sword, beſides he never ſpoke in his Life more than you ſee at this Inſtaut. 
Wherefore, Lady, thus far have I travelled to get Knowledge of my Parents, but chiefly to gain the 


Love of you, being ſo fair a Lady. 
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How Valentine Se Clerimond ber Brother's Ring, which the Green Knight gave him; and how h 
| queſtioned the Brazen-Head, which told him from whence he was deſcended, . 
2 having purchaſed free Entrance by overcoming the Seneſchal, at laſt, he ſhewed the Ring 
that the Green Knight had given him, and ſmiling, delivered it to the Lady, who gladly received 
the Token, ſaying, © Fair Knight, had you ſhewed this Ring when you crav'd Acceſs into the Caſtle, 
you had never endured the Danger you have now eſcap'd, but ſince it hath pleaſed you to try 
your Valour, I cannot better commend” you than to admire your brave couragious Heart. Whilſt 
Valentine was thus fix'd juſt againſt her, in whom ſhe placed her greateft Felicity, and he in her: 
Dinner being ended, Clerimond aroſe from the Table, and taking Valentine by the Hand, ſaid thus 
unto him; Sir, well have you purchaſed your Welcome, deſerving to enter into my moſt private 
Chamber, and ſo you ſhall, even that Chamber wherein the Brazen-Head ſtandeth, which ſhall declare 
all that you can defire; and make no Doubt but it will tell you moſt joyful Tidings ; wherefore both 
you and your Companion come along with me, for I gladly long to hear as you deſire to be heard: 
At which Valentine grew exceeding joyful ; firſt, that he now ſhould underſtand that which he long 
deſired to know; ſecondly, that the Lady uſed him io graciouſly. Thus taking their Way out of 
the Hall, ſhe brought them unto that Chamber; being come to the Door thereof, and thinking _—_— 
3 | | | | | = they | 
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they found the Chamber Door, guarded in this Manner: On the one Side, a grim, fearful, ill-ſhaped 
Villain, ſtrong and crooked, armed with a Club of Iron upon his Neck, who offer d to make Reſiſt- 
ance: On the other Side of the Chamber Door, ſtood a moſt fierce Lion; theſe two continually 
kent the Door, that none could enter in without the Lady's Leave, or elſe fight with this Villain and 
Lion. Valentine perceiving theſe two Watchmen to make Reſiſtance, demanded of the fair Lady Cleri- 
mond the Meaning thereof, who anſwer'd, theſe two you ſee here, are to keep the Door, that none may 
enter without fighting with them, and divers have periſhed in their Preſumption ; and again the Lion 
is of ſuch Fierceneſs, that he will ſuffer none to paſs, unleſs the Son of a King, and to ſuch he ſhews 
himſelf very loving. 

Lady (quoth Valentine) happen what will, yet I mean to try my Fortune with the Lion; and by main 
Strength caught him about the Body, on which the Lion forſook him, and let him paſs O- {in likes 
wiſe aſſailed the Villain, and e'er he could be ready to liſt up his Club of Iron, he took him by the 
Middle ſo ſtrongly, that he threw him againſt the Wall; he took away his Club, and gave him ſuch a 
Blow, that he tumbled him on the Ground; and had it not been for the Lady Clerimond he had ſlain 
him in that Place. Being both thus vanquiſhed, the Gate was opened, and they entered the Chamber, 
wherein they couid ſee all the World could afford, as Gold, Azure, Rubies, Saphires, with a great 
Multitude of precious Stones. Within this Chamber was four Fillars of Jaſper, marvellous rich, of 
which two of them were yellow like fine Gold, and a third more green than Graſs, the Fourth more 
red than a flame of Fire; between theſe Pillars was a precious Stone, call'd an Amery, more rich than 
the Heart of Man can deviſe; in the midſt of which ſtood a head of Braſs, ſet upon a rich Pillar, 
Valentine wondering at the richneſs of thoſe Objects, fix'd his Eyes only. upon the Head, longing to 


hear what it would publickly open concerning his Birth. At length when every Voice was ſilent, the 


Head began to ſpeak after this Manner: Thou famous Knight of Royal Parentage, art called Valen- 


tine the valiant, of whom it may juſtly be ſaid, there never was the like appeared before thee ; thou 


art the Man, who of right ought to marry with the Lady Clerimond: Thou art Son to che Emperor 


of Greece, and thy Mother's Name is Belli/ant, Siſter to King Pepin of France, who by wrong Sug- D 


geſtions hath been baniſhed her Country, and her Hufband's Bed: Know thy Mother is in Portugal, in 


the Caſtle of Ferragus, who hath had the Keeping of her theſe twenty Years. King Pepin is thy 


Uncle, and the wild Man who hath accompanied thee is thy natural Brother; you two were delivered 


from the Body of the Empreſs Belliſant in the Foreſt of Orleans; and being brought forth, thy Com- 


panion was taken away by a ravenous Bear, and by her was nouriſhed in the Wood among her Wheips, 
and he never ſuck'd any other. For thy part Valentine, thou waſt found the very ſame Day in the 
Foreſt, by King Pepin, who hath nouriſhed thee tenderly, and brought thee up to Man's Eftate : Fur- 
ther, thus much ] ſhall alſo tell thee, that this thy Brother here preſent, ſhall never have the uſe of his 
Tongue till a Thread be cut under the ſame, and thou ſhalt hear him ſpeak plainly. Therefore, pro- 
ceed as thou haſt begun, and thou ſhalt proſper, for my Time is at a Period ſince thou art come, and 
have en:er'd this Chamber.' . | 
Valentine marking well all that the Head had utter'd, fell upon the Boſom of his Brother Or/or, 
and Orſon upon his, and with kind Embraces they embraced each other. The Lady ſeeing all this, 
began to break out into theſe Speeches : Alas ! courteous Knight, I of all others ought moſt to rejaics 
at this thy happy Arrival, for by you I am freed from ten Years Grief of Heart, which I have ſeverely 


undergone hitherto. Again, by this Brazen Head, I underſtand that you have ever been the Man on 


whom my Affections ſhould reſt, and whereunto I gently agree, (if you pleaſe) to take you for my 
wedded Lord. | 


Loady, (quoth Valentine) 1 accept you as my wedded Wife, who was given to me by your Brother 
the Green-Knight, that was vanquiſhed by my Brother Orſon before the City of Aquitain : Only this 


J ſhall requeſt, that as your Brother the Green Knight hath forſaken Mahomet, ſo you would do the 
like. Sir (quoth ſhe) I ſhall gladly pleaſe you in any thing you ſhall command me, and be obe- 
dient to you in every Point whilſt you and I ſhall live.” On which great Joy attended the Inhabi- 
tants of this Caſtle, for they were right glad of the Tidings that the Brazen Head had declared unto 
him. After this, the Reputation of 
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Valentine increaſed more and more: But all his former Jay 
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Tale, the Lady ſtood amazed, and at laſt began to anſwer him thus: Ah! Pacolet, is this true thou 
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"Tre HISTORY of VALENTINE awd ORSON. = 
and Gladneſs was ſuddenly eclips'd by the Treachery of her Brother Ferragus, as hereafter ſhall'be 
more fully declared. | | : | 3 * 
IXI. 7 


How the Giant Ferragus had Knowledge of all that paſt betaween his Siſter and Valentine, by the Mean; 
of Pacolet, a Dawarf and Enchanter. | 
. you ſhall underſtand, that within this Caſtle where Clerimond was, dwelt a Dwarf, (named 
| Pacolet) which the Lady nouriſhed and brought up from a Child, beſtowing much Coſt to have 
him taught in Schools. This Pacolet, being of more Age than Stature, grew exceeding witty, and at 
laſt ſtudied the Black: Art, and therein grew ſo famous in Necromancy, that by Enchantment he had 
compoſed a little Horſe made of Wood; in the Head of which Horſe he had ſo artificially conveyed a 
Pin of Wood, that every time he mounted on his Back to ride abroad, he would turn the Pin to- 
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for the Horſe could run thro” the Air ſwifter than any Bird. This Pacolet being in the Caſtle, obſerv'd 
the Behaviour of Valentine, and when he had fit time, addreſſed himſelf towards Portugal, to 
bear News to Ferragus how Matters had paſſed in the Caſtle. So he betook himſelf to his Wooden 


wards the Place he would go unto, and ſuddenly he would be in the ſame Place without Danger: 


Hlorſe, and in a Moment of time ſetting the Pin to that Part, he arrived there according to his defired 


Wiſh, and related the Story unto Ferragus. When Ferragus heard his Tale, he grew exceeding angry 


with Valentine, that he ſhould have his Siſter in Marriage; Alſo he grew enrag'd at her, that ſhe 


ſhould grant her Love unto him, (being a Chriſtian Knight) ſwearing by his Gods, to take Revenge 


upon them both: But all this he diſſembled unto Pacolet, bidding him return, and bear this Meſſage 


unto Clerimond, that the Knight Valentine, who ſhall have her is right welcome, and that e'er long I 


will come in Perſon to viſit them, accompanied with a gallant Troop of Nobles ; and then ſhall their 


Nuptials be royally ſolemniz d. So Pace/et took Leave and got on Horſeback, and was in an Inſtant at 
home again. Being come, he preſently went into the Preſence of the Lady Clerimma, and ſaid unto 


der: Madam I bave been in Portuga/ with your Brother Ferragus, who is glad of your Choice with 


Fatentine, and promiſeth e'er long to be here in Perſon, and to make a royal Marriage. At this 
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haſt told ? Ah me ! the Gods defend my Brother from plotting any Treaſon againſt me 0 for I am 
well aſſured he could never love a Knight of France, nor any other that is a Chriſtian ; I am right 
angry that thou did not acquaint me with thy Departure, for I had ſerious Buſineſs for thee to do; 


which was to have enquired there for a Chriſtian Woman, one that for a long time hath had her 


Abode with my Brother Ferragus, in the Caſtle that he now holdeth. 
CHAP. II. | | 
Haw Pacolet hereupon, made another expeditious Journey into Portugal, to ſee the Lady Belliſant, Valen- 
| tine's Mother: Of his returning back, and the Neaws he brought. ; 
88 HE Lady having ended her Tale, Paco/et made her this Anſwer : Lady, ſince you are fo ear- 


neſt, I ſhall for your ſake make another Journey into Portugal, and before to morrow mid-day, 


I ſhall bring you Tidings whether ſhe be there or no. Yalentine hearing him ſay fo, replied, That 
thou canit not do, except the Devil be ia thee. Thc Lady C/erimond ſaid unto Valentine, Let him 
alone, for by Art he hath provided that he will ride more than a thouſand Miles a Day. At which 
Valentine marvelled much, and called Or/on unto him, and then cut the Thread from under his 
Tongue that hindred his Speech, which being done, he ſpoke preſently, and immediately related the 
Story of his Life led in the Foreſt, which held them moſt part of the Evening. On the morrow, ac- 
cording as Pacolet had promiſed, he was found in the Hall before Valentine, ſaying unto him in this 
Manner : Sir, I am returned from Portugal, and have ſeen your Mother in good Health. Friend, 
(quoth Yalentine) then thou art right welcome, for it is ſhe I only deſire to hear of, Love, (quoth 
Clerimond) be not too hatiy, for if my Brother come not hither, we will go into. Portugal to him, 
and then we ſhall have our Hearts Defire, Nay, ſurely (quoth Pacolet) your Brother will come hither. 
Ay, (quoth the Lady) but I ftand in fear of him, Jeft he work ſome Treafon againſt us; for this 
laſt Night I dreamed a moſt fearful Dream, at which I was very much affrighted, and thus it was: 
] dream'd I was in a great Water, in which I ſhould have periſhed, had it not been for a great Face 
that drew me out thereof; being out, methought I ſaw a Griffin iſſue out of a Cloud, who, with his 
Tallons took me up and carried me I know not whither. Love (quoth Valentine] give no Regard to 


Dreams, for they be but Deluſions of a melancholy Mind.* *” Tis true, (quoth ſhe) but they trouble 
me every Night.” Having ended this Diſcourſe, they entred iuto a fair Arbour, garniſh'd with Va- 


riety of Flowers, repoſing themſelves ſome few Hours in pleaſant Dalliance, where we will leave them ; 
and you ſhall hear, that the ſame Day arrived Ferragus the Traytor, at the Caſtle of Clerimond. 


The Lady hearing of his coming, preſently went to welcome him, and he as kindly embraced her, 
and ſaid unto her: Siſter, above all Creatures living, I have moſt defired to ſee you; tell me, I pray 
you, which is the Knight you mean to make your Huſband ?* This (loving Brother) is the Man. 
Whereupon Valentine ſaluted him with great Reverence. * Ferragus ſaid unto him, Fair Knight, ye be-- 
welcome unto theſe Quarters, for the Love of my Siſter Clerimond: And ſeeing it is fo fallen out, 


that you have conquer'd my Brother the Green Knight, and ſent him into France, cauſing him to be 
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chriſten'd, even ſo have I a great Deſire to be baptized, and become a Chriſtian, and follow your © g | 3 


. 5 N 
Religion. 


Valentine believed all theſe Words Which he had ſpoken ; but under theſe fair Promiſes he ſmothered 5 f 
Treaſon ; yet at laſt Valentine began to ſay to him: Sir, it is reported to me that within your Calle, 
for the Space of theſe twenty Years, you have entertained a Chriſtian Woman, who is Mother unto _M 


me, whom I would gladly ſee; her Name is Pelliſant Siſter to King Pejin of France, and Wife 
unto the Emperor of Greece.” By Mahomet ſaid Ferragus, you ſay Truth, and to the End your Eves 


ſhall behold her, you ſhall go along with me into Portugal, ſoiſball you be rightly informed whether 
ſhe be the Lady you ſeek or no. Gramercy (quoth Valentine) and ſo Ferragus left him, and faid unto 
his Siſter C/erimond after this Manner: Siſter, my Soul's Joy, I deſire your advancement more than 


any thing on Earth, and am glad you have found out ſo worthy and valiant a Knight for your Huſ- 
band; wherefore, to knit up all at once, my Deſire is that you would go with me into Portugal, and 
there, with the Conſent and Applauſe of my Nobles, we ſhall highly folemnize your Nuptial Day. 
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| r. XXIII. | 
How Valentine and Orſon were betray'd by the Treachery of Ferragus; and how he committed them to 
| | Priſon ; with their woful | anientation | 
Erragus having thus gotten their Conſent to depart for Portugal, put all his Ships in a Readineſs, 
and packing up their Proviſion, they put forth to Sea. Being now at Sea, Ferragus fell from all 
his former Words of Comfort, and began to plot the Death of Valentine and Orſan; and in the Dead 
time of the Night, when the two Brethren were at reſt in their Cabin, he cauied them ſecretly to be 
taken forth off their Beds and committed to Bands, moffling their Eyes fo, that they could not ſee, 
Now s hen Clerimond faw what was done to her Love ſhe fell into an extreme Agony, and with watry 
Eyes, began thus to vent her Lamentations : Alas! dear Valentine, our Joys are ſuddenly turned into 
Sorrow, thou haſt bought my Love at too dear a Rate, when thou art not only miſuſed, but in Danger 
of thy Life; curſed be the Day of my Birth, for with much Danger haſt thou purchaſed my Love, 
Alas! alas! what ſhall Ido? rent Heart, weep forth my Eyes, when ſuch a valiant, magnanimous 
Knight muſt be thus tortured for my ſake: Brother, thou haſt deceived the Truſt I put in thee, by 
working ſo foul an Act againſt my Love: Thou haſt robbed me of all my Joy, and brought upon me 
untimely Death. Further know this, that if you put to Death theſe two Knights, you will carry to 
your Grave the Name of a Villaia. Let them alone, their Death will work you ſmall Content : Or 
if there be no other Remedy, ſpare them and ſeize firſt upon me, and caſt me into the Sea, for! 
would not live to ſee two ſuch Innocents falſly put to Death without Deſert, Yea, even ſo much was 


the Lady perplex'd, that with Sorrow of Heart ſhe would have ſlain herſelf, or elſe violently have 


leap'd over: board into the Sea. GT 
Ferragus perceiving her in this deſperate Fit, gave ſtrict Command that ſhe ſhould not ſo much as 


ſpeak a Word with either of the Priſoners. Thus leaving her to her Lamentations, and the Chriſti- 
ans, both Valentine and Or/on fait bound in Bands. Valentine perceiving himſelf thus betrayed, began 
thus to bewail his hard Hap: * Alas! (quoth he) how contrarily hath Fortune dealt with me? I have 
ſpent all my Youth in Travel and Danger, only to find out the Parents that begat me, and ſee now 
when Hope had well nigh ſet an End to all my Sorrows, I am unhappily fallen into the Hands of 
mine Enemies, that only ſeek my Death. Alas! Brother Or/oz how ſuddenly are all our Joys 
blaſted, and our Mirth turned into Mourning ?* In this wiſe complained Valentine and Orſon, but all 
this while they were on their Way towards Portugal, and ſhortly arrived at the Caſtle of Ferragus, 
Being there arrived, Tidings were brought to the Lady Belſiſant, that two Chriſtian Knights were 
come along with them as Priſoners : at which News ſhe quickly left the Chamber, and came to have 
a Sight of them: When ſhe was come near unto them, and had well viewed. them, at laſt ſhe ſaid 
thus unto them : Children, (quoth ſhe) out of what Country be you, or where were you born ?. 
Lady, {quoth Valentine) we be of France and boin not far from Paris. Ferragus perceiving the 


Lady to ſpeak unto them, ſharply rebul:ed her, ſaying: Lady, leave off your queſtioning, for except 


they renounce their Faith, they ſhall miſerably end their Days in Priſon: And therewithal called to 
him a Jaylor, and committed them to a Dungeon, to be there keept only with Bread and Water. 
This Miſery was not ſufficient, but more than that, certain churliſh Sarazers ſtanding by, ſmote theſe 
two Brethren with their Fiſts and Staves. | | 

After Ferragus had committed them, he got him into his Palace, and called for his Sifter C/erimond ; * 
when ſhe came before him ſhe could not forbear Tears, which made him ſay unto her: Siſter, leave 
weepiny, for I ſwear by Mahomet, you have too long doted upon the Brazen-Head, as plainly appeareth, 
in that you make your Choice with one of a contrary Religion : But change your Mind, for itis a 
Shame that you ſhould take him to Huſband who hath been the Overthrow of our Brother the Greer 
Knight ; next, a Chriſtian whom our Laws abhor : Forbear, I ſay therefore be ruled by my Di- 
rection, and I will raiſe your Fortune, by matching you to the puiſſant King Trempart. Forget, I 
ſay, the two Frenchmen, for ſhortly thou ſhalt ſee, I Will make the, ſhorter by the Head. Brother 
(quoth C/erimonad) it behoveth me to obey you; for I plainly fee I muſt let go the thing I cannot have; 
for where Force conftraineth, Fear hath lit le Power, and Neceſſity often prevails.” "Theſe Diſcourſes 


fniſhed, Ferragus departed with his Queen and other Attendants, and entering the great Hall, m 
s | muc 


row all my Service unto you and Valentine while Life doth lait. | | 
if thou canſt but free my two Children out of Priſon, I ſhall acknowledge myſelf highly indebted to 
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much Honour and Reverence, they received the Lady Cl-rimond : The Queen ſay ing thus unto her : 
« Sifter, welcome, .for I have long deſired to have Sight of you.” Lady. (quoth C/erimond) 1 give 


you a thouſand Thanks. but know thus, that I am right. heavy and ſad, for two Chriſtian Knights that 
are come here under Colour of Friendſhip and Love, brought over by my Brother's fair Promiſes, and 
now are thrown into a Dungeon, and threatened with Death. This, Siſter, even this, wounds my Soul, 
and ſplitteth niy Heart aſunder. Alas! Siſter, pity me, for one of theſe Knights ſhould have been 
ny Huſband : amongſt all men living, he is the comelieſt, moſt valiant and hardy Knight that hveth 
pon the Face of the Farth. Again, dear Siſter, by Force of Arms he hath conquered his Foe 
and won my Love; wheretore, Lady, pity my diſtreſſed State, and let me fee that Chriſtian Lady, 
which you have ſo long kept within this Caſtle.“ Siſter, (ſaid the Queen) I will gladly conſent to 
your Deſire herein; and ſo bringing them together, the Lady BPe/li/ant ſaid thus unto her: Lady 
what is your Will with me ? Speak on, for 1 ſhall gladly hear any thing you have to ſay. Then 
thus, I bring you joyfu! Tidings, yet the End of my Tale will be as ſorrowful as the Beginning is 
joyful. * Know this, that I am not igno:ant of thy Eſtate and Dignity ; for you are Sitter to King Pepin 
of France, and Wife unto the Emperor of Greece, who wrongfully baniſhed you his Country ; ſoon after 
your Exile, you were in Travail, deliver'd of two fair Sons in a Foreſt, one of which was taken from 
you by a Bear, and the other you loſt you know not how. All this is true, my Lady, your Children 
are both a ive, and I can tell you where to find them. At theſe Words Belliſant ieil into a Swoon 
for Joy: Clerimend related the whole Story, how Ferragus her Brother, by Subtilty and Treaſon had 


put them into a Dungeon. Pelliſant hearing her two Children were impriſoned by Ferragus, made 


great Lamentation, inſomuch, that Ferragites Wife entred the Hall, to know the Cauſe of their 
mournful Clamours; after Cerimaud had told the Queen from Point to Point, the Queen faid : © Be 
appeaſed, and diſſemble the Cauie from the King, for if he has any Knowledge thereof, it will rather 
make him worſe, than better affected either to them or you. | 5 
H NAMTT. 
. Hom Pacolet the Dararf comforted the tæus Ladies. 


S theſe three Ladies were conferring about this Matter, into the Chamber came Pacolet the 


Dwarf, who was now come from his wooden Horſe. When Clerimond faw him, ſhe wept bit- 
terly, and ſaid, Alas! Pacolet, what Injury have T done unto thee, that thou ſhould'ſt thus rob me of 
all my Joys at once? for I am well aſſured, that thou mighteſt have given me Warning of all theſe 
Miſeries.” Lady, (quoth Pacolet) be not ſo highly diſpleaſed at me, for I proteſt J am ignorant of 
all that hath betided you; but ſeeing you have begun theſe heavy complaints, I ſwear my Art ſhall 


utterly forſake me but I will find a Remedy for you, to avenge yourſelf, and to that Purpoſe, I here 
Friend, (quoth the Lady Belliſant) 


thee, and I will recompence thy Labours every Way. Lady, (quoth Paco/et) take no more Care, 
but comfort yourſelf, and e'er long you thall well perccive my crafty Work to take ſuch Effect, that 


you ſhall have Cauſe to remember me while you have a Day to live. ' 
| 1 CHAT. XAXY: 


How by Art Pacolet /et free from the Priſon of Ferragus, Valentine «rd Orſon, and conducted them of 


of his Confines, with their Mother and the fair Lady Clerimond. 


| T chanced -that one Day Ferragus made a great Feaſt for all his Nobles, which Day they paſt in 


ſuch Revelling and Mirth, that the Night growing late, they all betook themſelves io Reſt. Being 

at Reſt, Pacolet was ſtill watchful to give the Ladies Content, and coming to a great Tower, whoſe 
Gates were Braſs, by his Enchantment they flew open, and he entred therein. Anon, he came to 
the Priſon where the Lady Belli/ant's two Sons lay bound; as ſoon as he came to the Door, the Locks 
broke and fiew open as before. 
Door open were greatly ſurprized, for they looked for nothing but preſent Death: At laſt Valentine 
began to weep, but Or/on ſaid unto him : © Take Courage Brother, for it behoveth us to prepare for 
Death, and ſince it is fo, he that firſt entrech here to lay Hands on me ſhail dearly pay for his Adven- 
ture,” With that he laid hold on a great Iron Bar that lay thereby; but at laſt Pacolet ſpoke =_ them, 
| faying ; 


The two Princes lying there in a dark Dungeon, and hearing the 
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The H URI of VALENTINE and ORSON, 


ſaying ; Lords, fear not, for I am come to ſet you free from this Dungeon, therefore make no Noiſe, 
but follow me, and before to morrow's Sun I ſhall bring you both unto your Mother. Valentine at 
this Speech rejoyced greatly; but Or/o: beholding him with an auftere Look, would not give any 
Credit to his Words, Paco/et at the fierce Look of Orſon was much aſtoniſhed, inſomuch that he 
drew back, but by the Words of Valentine he was much comforted, and Orſin's Fury abated. 

Alfter this, Pacolet led them to the Chamber where the two ſorrowful Ladies fat in mourpful Tears 
when he came to the door of the Chamber, it was faſt locked, but he eaſily open'd it. After they entred 
in, Pacolet ſo wrought with his Charms, that all that was thereabout fell into a heavy and dead Sleep, 
and knew nothing of their Coming. Being in the Chamber where the Ladies were, the two Sons went 
to their Mother, who ſuddenly fell into a Swoon, ſpeaking unto them never a Word: But the Lady 
Clerimond ſaid thus unto Valentine: Alas ! fair Knight, this is the Mother that bore you, and for the 
Love and Joy of you hath fallen into this Extaſie,” Then Valentine embraced her, and took her up in 
his Arms, and Or/on claſped her about the Middle: ſaying unto her: Sweet Mother, ſpeak unto me; 
and then he kiſſed her tender Lips ; but all this while ſhe ſpoke never a Word ; at laſt they all three 
fell flat to the Earth ina Swoon, and there lay panting for Breath a long time, while the fair Lady 
Clerimond ſtood over them, bewailing this ſtrange Accident: At laſt coming to themſelves again, their 
Mother ſaid unto them weeping : © Alas ! my Children, for your ſakes have I ſuffered more Pain and 
Anguiſh than ever poor Woman was able to undergo, and you are the only Cauſe of theſe my dolorous 
Paſſions ; but ſince the Gods have ſo ordain'd that I may once ſee you before my Death, all my Grief 
but tell me how you have been preſerv'd ever ſince your 
Birth, and in what Country, and with whom you have remained ? for it would rejoice me to hear 
an Account thereof.“ At laſt, having ended her Words, Valentine began the mournful Story of all their 
Miſeries even to that Hour. Valentine having finiſhed his ſad Tale, by which the Empreſs Belliſant 
clearly knew that they were both her natural Children, bewailing with more Tears than before, ſhe was 
likely again to have fallen into a Swoon, but Pacolet prevented her, who at that Inſtant in the Cham- 
ber ſaid unto her : © Lady, leave theſe Lamentations, and let us think how we may depart from Portu- 
gal, and ſo rid us of the Subjection of Ferragus. Alas! (ſaid Clerimend) my Love, remember the Oath 
you made unto me to make me your Wife.” Dear Lady, (quoth Yaleutine) what I have promiſed I will 
perform, but at this preſent, the Love I owe unto my Mother toucheth me to the Heart.? 

Theſe Words of Valentine being ended, Orſon ſaid unto Pacolet, go open me the Door of Ferragus, 
and with theſe Hands I ſhall work his Downfal: Pacolet anſwered, * Come along with me, and [ 
ſhall gladly open it to fulfil your Deſire. But know this, (ſaid C/erimond) if you murder him, you 
Mall loſe the Love of my Brother the Green Knight, who may divers and ſundry Ways harm us. Quoth 


Valentine, you ſay Truth, and I agree unto this your wiſe and diſcreet Motion; for I would not have 


you guilty of ſuch a Crime as the Death of him, tho' I ſhould gain all the World. 
At this very Hour they departed the City, and Pacolet open'd the Gates before them, and they fol- 


lowed him down to one of the Sea-ports where he had appointed for them a Ship ready rigged, and 


having a fair Wind, they ſpeedily arrived at the Caſtle of Clerimond, whither being come, they re- 
Sreſhed themſelves with Pleaſure. 1 
CH AP. XXVI. 


How Valentine and Orſon ęſcap d from the Caſtle of Ferragus, and ſailed with the two Ladies inte: 
Aquitain. 

Alentine being come, and ſafely arrived at the Caſtle of Cler imond, could not content himſelf there- 

with, but ſtill grew more and more doubtful of Ferragus, fearing leſt he would follow them, and 

ut them into freſh Dangers. Therefore to prevent all Occaſions of further Miſchief, he got himſelf 

own into one of the Ports, cauſing the Mariners there preſent to victual their Ship afreſh. And alſo to 


provide a good Store of Ammunition, to he in Readineſs upon all Occaſions. Having thus done, he 


returned again into the Caſtle without any Suſpicion : Being come, at laſt, he began thus unto his Mo- 
ther Belliſant, and the Lady Cerimond, ſaying, That he would ſuddenly depart for Greece, towards 
Corſtantinople to ſee his Father the Emperar, who, without any juſt Cauſe had baniſh'd his Mother. 
To this agreed both the Ladies, with Oryn and Pacolet. 5 

So 0 
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" The HISTORYof VALENTINE and ORSON. 
The next Day they took Shipping, and went on their Voyage ; and at the break of Day, the Jaylor 
(as uſual) went to the Tower to viſit the Priſoners, and to bring them their Allowance of Bread and 
Water. Coming unto the Gates he found them all open, and the Priſoners gone; he ſuddenly returned to 
the King and ſaid unto him: Dread King, Mercy, for this Night have I loſt the two Chriſtian Knights 
that you delivered to Priſon.” He had no ſooner done ſpeaking, but another Meſſenger appeared and 
ſaid, *O King! greater Miſchief. than this has likewiſe happen'd this Night; for the Chriſtian Woman 
whom you have kept theſe many years, is this Night eſcaped away, and hath carried along with her 
your Siſter. Clerimond.” Ferragus hearing theſe harſh Tidings, all enraged, began to tear his Hair fo, 
that he was like a Mad-man amongſt his Barons, and ſuddenly cauſed them to be armed, and ordered 
them to purſue and follow them; ſo betaking himſelf to his Club iſſued out the foremoſt. 

He was a mighty Man, and was in Stature about thirteen Foot in Height. Being out of Town, 
and calling his Men about him, went forward to follow them that were eſcaped, letting none paſs he 
met with, but demanded Tidings of them, yet he could not hear of them ; for Paco/et, by his Art, 
was too ſubtle for Ferragus, At laſt, being tired with Purſuit, he ſwore be would beſiege the Caſtle of 
Clerimond ; for he thought aſſuredly to find them there, but all in vain for they were departed before 
his Coming. Thus enrag'd, he {wore by Mahomet, that he would either find Clerimond and all her 
Company, or elſe he would ſhake all Chri/tendom, and ſo departed the Caſtle. 

CHAP x -: 
How King Ferragus aſſembled all his Men of War, to take Revenge upon Valentine and his Siſter Cleri- 
mond ; and how he followed them into Aquitain. 

MV. Ferragus had long laboured, and could hear no Tidings of the Chriſtians, and his Siſter 

Clerimond, he was grieved, and in his Fury ſent for all his Men of War, on every Side, pre- 
ſently to aſſemble themſelves to go to Sea, and follow Valentine, and try if they could find him, and 
bring him again: But when they had ſpent many Days and affected nothing, they returned every Man 
to his Home, and reſted from their fruitleſs Toil. Whilſt Ferragus was thus ſcouring the flowing Seas, 
Valentine and Orſon were entered the City of Aguitain: Being there, they diſſembled their Eſtate, and 
as private Perſons lodg'd in a Houſe of a Burgher of the Town. Valentine would gladly have 
one into the Palace of Duke Savary, but Or/on would not agree to that, for having a greater 
each of Policy ſaid unto him: Brother, I find by ſmall Experience, that Women are inconſtant, 
therefore hearken to my Advice, let us firſt ſee how and try how the Lady Feen ſtands affected towards 
me, and herein we ſhall know her Conſtancy: Brother, (quoth Valentine) I ſhall willingly agree.“ Then 
Orſon took on him the Habit of a Knight Errant, and entered the great Hall, ns. Pacolet the 
Dwarf for his Page. When he was come before the Duke, he ſaluted him with Reverence. The 
Duke obſerving well his Behaviour, took him to be Orſen that thus demeaned himſelf; but after finding 
by his Speech he was like to be deceived, ſaid, Great Duke, I am a Knight Errant, and one wo 
will gladly adventure to ſerve you in any Manner you will employ me.” Knight (quoth the Duke] 
I accept of your proffered Service, and will give you Salary enough to content you, inſomuch that if 
you will not depart my Service before I give Leave, I ſhall give you ſuch Riches, that all the Gene- 
rations you came from could never raiſe.” Thanks great Duke, (quoth Orſon,) for your liberal Heart, 
and I here vow e'er I depart to deſerve your Love and Liberality. | 

Hereupon the Duke requeſted him to viſit his Court, and in lieu of his good Will, he allowed him 
_ Pay 150/. making him withal a Companion for the Court. Orſon thus preferr'd by the Duke, 
ehaved himſelf worthy of the ſame, and ever ſo carried himſelf at Table, that every Man delighted 
in his Company. Among the reſt the fair Lady Fezon that was his ſworn Wife, grew wonderous heavy 
and fad, but ſhe knew not why, for ſhe knew not it was Or/zz whom ſhe had beheld ; and thus Dinners 
time paſſed. Dinner being done, Orſon took his Leave for that time, and returned to his Lodging, 
where his Mother and the Lady Clerimond had taken their Reſidence. Gr/ox being come unto the Place 
where the Ladies lay, related the whole paſſage between him and the Duke, which when the Ladies 
heard, they much rejoiced thereat; but this Joy laſted not long, for there came ſudden News, that 
Ferragus had ſent Meſſengers unto the Duke of * to proclaim open Wars againſt him, 
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The Duke hearing this unwelcome News, preſently provided both Men and Proviſion to reſiſt ſo 
proud an Enemy. Ferragus according to his Purpoſe, ſuddenly arrived before Apuitain, even in the 
very ſame Place where his Brother the Green-Knigbt had pitched his Pavillion, when that Orſon became 
his Vanquiſher; by this means much Hurt redounded to the Provinces thereabout, and at the ſame 
time the Sarazens Army lay in Readineſs, thinking by this, their long and tedious Continuance, to ſub. 
due and over-run the whole Country before them. : t 

Ferragus ſtill reſolving upon this their Imagination, (mark what followeth) the worthy Duke of 
Aquitain being of a maganimous Courage, aſſembled all his Men of War, and being thus in Readi. 
neſs, he ſuddenly iflued out of the Town, reſolving to raiſe the Siege. Among the reſt, Valentine and 
Or/on made their Appearance, being alſo accompanied with little Pacolet; but theſe three were not 
known unto any one at that time; where we will now leave them for a while, and hear what followeth, 

EH AP. XXVHL Tp 
How the Duke of Aquitain vas taken Priſoner in the Battle againfi Ferragus ; and how Orſon ſet him free 
| by the Help of Pacolet. 
— Duke of Aguitain calling to Mind the huge Army of the Sarazers that lay before the City, 
valiant'y reſolved to give them preſent Battle the next Morning; ſo calling up all his Forces, 
and placing them in Readineſs, there happen'd a bloody Battle before the City of Aguitain, and many 
a brave Leader in both Parties loſt their Lives. The Giant Ferragus was among the thickeſt, gathering 
as near as he could unto his Standard-bearer. The chief Men ſlain in this Battle, were fix valiant 
Knights, that is to ſay Boudumain, Bondoy, William, Galeram, Anthony the Marſhal, and Gloriam the 
Hardy: All near about the Duke of Aguitain: And they who had the chief Command through his Camp. 
This happening, the Chriſtians were forced to fall back, whereby the Duke himſelf was begirt with 
his Enemies. So that none could come to ſuccour him; yet in the midſt of theſe Dangers he bore 
himſelf moſt valiant, and ftill cried 4quitain, 4quitain, my noble Hearts fight on for Aguitain; but in 
the End, all little availed ; Ferragus having once gotten a Sight of him, came near, and at laſt took him 


Priſoner, and led him to his Pavillion: Ferragus having thus ſecured the Duke, came up again to the 


Battle, which ſtruck ſuch amazement unto the Hearts of the Chriſtians, that they would have forſaken 
the Field, eſpecially becauſe they had loſt the Duke their Lord and Maſter, Valentine and Orſen ſeeing 
them thus to waver, came unto them with all the Speed they could, and cried out with a loud Voice; 
Valiant Knights and Men of Aquitain, ſhew yourſelves Men, run not away in time of Extremity, 
* for if you do, great will be your reproach: Be hardy and couragious; once again let us try the 
Fortune of the Day.“ 

Theſe two Knights having done ſpeaking, the People began to gather up their ſcattered Forces, 
and turn them once more on the Saraxens with a double Courage. By this Time Tidings were brought 
into the City, tha: the Duke was taken Priſoner, at which ill News the Lady Fezon lamented more than 
all the reſt ; ſaying with a heavy heart, and ſhedding Tears! Alas my Father! Now is your Life in 
Hazard, for from theſe Sarazens there is no Hope of any Mercy. Farewel, ſwect Father, I ſhall never 
ſee you again, but ſhall be here left like a dejected Orphan. Alas! Orſen my Love, thy long and te- 
dious Stay abroad doth much diſtemper me, for if you were here preſent, there would be ſome Hope 


to gain my Father's Freedom. 


Valentine was all this while among the thickeſt, bewing forth his Way with his Sword. Orſon on 
the other Side was not idle, for he {wore he would free the Duke from Captivity, or leave his Body 
among the Dead. Pace/et he Dwarf promifed Orſon Aſſiſtance in Need: And thus all buſied and nigh 
wearied, Or/or put Spurs to his Horſe, and ran violently thro? the Battle, and eſcaped. Or/on and Pa- 
colet being paſt ali Danger, caſt away their own Shields, and hanging about their Necks the Shields of 
the Sarazens, ſet forth with the Image of Mahomer, and by this Subtilty they paſſed thro' the Camp * 
the Pagans, for Pacolet could ſpeak their Language right well. Now are they come into the Pavillion of 
Ferragus, where the Duke lay in Bands, thinking to releaſe him; but Pacolet eſpying their Number to 
be too mighty for them, ſuddenly caſt them all, by his Charms, into a dead Sleep; being made faſt, he 
came unto the Duke, and ſaid unto him ; Come with us preſently, mount this Horſe, for we are come 


to ſet you free from Ferragus; If you doubt who I am, know, I am the Knight which in your Hall 


demanded 
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' demanded Wages of you, and you allowed me liberal! „ Stand no longer to queſtion me, neither 


{ear the Pagans here aſſembled, for I will be your Guide thro' the wicked Rout.” * Knight (quoth the 
Duke) you are à welcome Man in this diſtreſſed Condition, therefore, for your dangerous Enterprize, 
in working my-Deliverance, I ſhall give you my Daughter Fezon in Marriage; indeed I have given 
her not long ſince to a Knight, but he was wild and ſavage, and never had the Uſe of his Tongue; 


but by reaſon of his long Abſence, I fear he hath won ſome other Lady, and left my Daughter Huſ- 


bandleſs; but to be ſhort, take her for this thy noble AQ, and with her I freely give thee half my 
Dukedom. Thanks (quoth the Knight) ſuch a Gift as this is not to be refuſed ; but let that paſs, and let 
us make our:Eſcape, that we may return unto ourdiſcomfited Forces. Having thus ſaid, they. all three 
took their way back through the Camp of the Enemy without Diſturbance. All this while was Ja- 
lentine in the Army, wondering what was become of his Brother Orſon, but found no Man could tell 
Tidings of him: then being wonderous heavy and ſad, fearing very much he had been lain in the 
Conflict of the Battle. 

Thus paſſed Valentine from Place to Place, to find out his Brother Orſon, and with a reſolute Mind 
ruſhed afreſh into the Battle, and as a man diſtracted, laid ſo forcibly about him, that not a Pagan was 
able to ſtand againſt him: Ferragus ſeeing him ſo valiant, came up to cloſe him, and having gotten him 
once in Chaſe, never left him till he had ſlain his Horſe under him. 

Valentine having thus loſt his Horſe, Ferragus ſeiz'd on him as his Priſoner, cauſing him to be bound 
Hand and Foot, taking an Oath by Mahomet, that he ſhould not eſcape from Death, tho' there were 


not a Man more to be had thro' the whole Land: But this Qath was broken, for as he was leading 


Valentine faſt bound along the Field, Orſon, Pacolet, and the Duke of Aguitain ſet upon him; Orſen 
crying out, Let him not eſcape us; and therewithal put Spurs to his Horſe, and ran ſo hercely againſt 
Ferragus, that both he and Valentine his Priſoner fell to the Earth. The Giant Ferragus quickly re- 
gained his Feet, and left Valentine, who fearing began to run away. Orſon ſpying him, cried out, 
Brother, return again, and fear nothing ;* hereupon, Valentine was new mounted. When the 
Chriſtians ſaw the Duke at Liberty, their Courage again encreaſed, their Forces redoubled, and with 
Joy of Heart they cried out aloud, © Long live the Duke of Aguitain. This ſudden Noiſe much 
amazed the Saraxens, inſomuch that Ferragus was glad to flee and raiſe his Siege. When the Men 
of Aguitain heard the Retreat, they marched again into the City. The Battle being thus ended, 
Valentine and Pacolet returned to their Lodging, but Orſon went along with the Duke to his Palace, 
whither being come, he called before him all his Nobles, and his Daughter Fezon; being all aſſembled 
he called Orſon unto him, demanding his Name; Sir, ſaid he, I am called Grygory.' Then ſaid the 
Duke before them all, Lords, J am above all Men living moſt oblig d to this Knight for my Life and 
Liberty. And as for you my Daughter Fexon, it is my Pleaſure that above all Men, you accept this 
Knight for your Huſband : Daughter, you have good Cauſe to love him well, for by him I am made a 


living Father unto you. 


The Nobles there aſſembled, agreed willingly thereunto, affirming that ſhe could do no leſa than 


ſubmit to her Father's Will, and rather, conſidering the Dangers that by him had been prevented : 


Or/on hearing all this, concealed himſelf till he had further eſſayed the Conſtancy of the fair Lady 
Fexon, acquainting his Brother Valentine as he had purpoſed to do, as will appear in this next Chapter. 


HAT. 
Hoa Orſon tried the Conſtanqy of the Lady Fe zon before he married ber. 


(You: having a deſire to try the Conſtancy of the Lady Fezon, at laſt replied thus unto the 


Duke : * Sir, for the Honour you have vouchſafed me, I ſhall be ever thankful for the ſame ; 
but for your Daughter, it were moſt requiſite I ſhould ſee how ſhe ſtands affected towards me; and 
likewiſe, it is reaſonable ſhe ſhould make Choice of ſuch a Man as is of equal Birth with hers; and 
if it pleaſe you, let her anſwer for herſelf,” With theſe Words he entered the Chamber of the fair Lady 
Fezon, and ſitting down by her, he took her by the Hand, and faid unto her: Lady, your Beauty 
hath ſo engaged my Heart, that without your Favour and Love I am an unfortunate Man : Your Father 
is willing I ſhould enjoy you if you pleaſe, then might 1 juſtly boaſt, that I have won the faireſt Lady 


living, and will prove a conſtant Knight whilſt I have Breath; if you conſent to this, let us embrace 
| | each 
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JRL of .ENTINE and ORSON. 
each other: Knight, quoth ſhe, you ought to forbear, for all your Labour is loft : It is true I love all 
wi, your yea, all good Men too, in the Rule of Honour; but him whom I mean to make my Huf- 
band will I never change, nor yet forget. Why? but fair I.ady-(quoth Orſen) that which your Royal 
Father bath provided for you ought to pleaſe you. Sir, ſaid ſhe, it is reaſon that I obey my Father, 
but if ſo be, that my Father will conſtrain me to break my Faith, and forſake him that vanquiſhed 
the Green Knight, 1 would rather leave my Father, than once offer to break my Faith. Lady, (quoth 
O-/en) I wonder how you can ſet your Affections on ſuch a Man, for he is of a wild Nature and Dif. 
poſi:ion ; beſides, as it is reported, is dumb and cannot ſpeak a Word.“ True, (quoth the Lady) yet 
Love learneth me to lobe him with a faithful Affection; to whom my Faith is already fixed; therefore 
ſtay your Suit, tor I will never alter nor change my Mind from him.” 

Or/on hereat grew woundrous joyful to hear the wiſe Anſwer of F:zon, and took his leave of her, 
and came again to the Duke, ſaying; © Great Duke, I am returned from your Daughter, for ſhe hath 
given me an utter Denial; ſaying that ſhe will never have any other Huſband than he that conquered 
the Green Knight.” Quoth the Duke, * Care not for her Denial, for ſhe ſhall not rule her own Will, 
but be you a little patient this Day, and I will talk with her myſelf.” Thanks mighty Duke, quoth 
he, I am much obliged to you, and ſo he left the Court, and came to the Lodging of his Brother 
Faleutine, to whom he related the whole Matter of his Proceedings with the Lady Fegon. Brother, 
ſaid Valentine, you now find her faithful; let us go together to the Palace, for I am aſſured that the 
Duke will give me good Entertainment.” Sir, faid Orſon do as you pleaſe:* Valentine 


92 


cloathed himſelf in rich Apparel, and Oron put on nothing but the Jacket in which he firſt entered 


into Aguitain; and thus accompanied with Pacolet, they went towards the Palace; and as they came 
into the great Hall, they found the Duke conferring with his Daughter in the Preſence of his Nobles, 
ſaying thus unto her: Daughter, what move:h you to negle&t my Command thus, in rejecting the 
Rnight of whaſe Love I have made ſufficient Trial, for he hath ſaved my Life ? © Father, quoth the 


Maiden, I pray you ſolicit me no farther in this Matter, ſeeing you know aſſuredly that I have given 


my Promiſe to him that vanquiſhed the Green Knight. What greater ſhame can there be than to 
break my Promiſe which I have made already? If by you I am conſtrained, the Danger be upon you 
only, let me be innocent.” As they were thus diſcourſing, the Duke eſpying Valentine and Or/on 
coming towards him, embraced, and honourably entertained them. Orſon having faluted the Duke, 
paſſed towards the Lady Fexon, who received him with a ſmiling Countenance, and ſaid thus unto him: 
* You are welcome above all others: your long Abſence hath greatly grieved me; and had you not 
come as you did, my Father had beſtowed me upon another Knight.“ Love (quoth Or/on) I have 
learned to ſpeak fince I was with you laſt, and am the very ſame Man that yeſterday courted you in 
your Chamber: All which pleaſed the Lady exceedingly ; then Orſon went into a Chamber, and put 
on rich Apparel. Being thus attired, he entred the Hall. The Duke hearing of his coming, embraced 
him kindly, and ſaid ; Son, pardon my Raſhneſs in that I would have given away thy Love to ano- | 
ther, for I was fully perſuaded that thou wouldeſt never have returned.” Sir (quoth O-/on) I forgive 
you.” Then the Duke demanded how, and where they had ſpent their Time fince their Departure ? 
Or Jon told them their whole Progreſs, and what Dangecs they had eſcaped, and withal, how tlley two 


were the Sons of the Emperor of Conſtantinople, and Belliſant to be Siſter to King Pepin of France, 
> whom they had lately found in Portugal. The Duke hearing that their Deſcent was of Royal 
Blood, was right glad thereat; and ſaid, Knights, you are worthy of all Honour, by reaſon of 

— Birth; but I am ſorry your Father the Emperor, and your Uncle King Pepin are fo hardly 


eſieged by the Sarazens, that unleſs ſpeedy Aid be ſent to them, they will be forced to yield them- 
ſclves.” Valentine giving good Ear unto this Relation, grew exceeding ſad ; but Pacolet at laſt 
ſoon put him qut of his Dumps, and ſaid, * Leave off your grieving, for &er To-morrow Night 
T ſhall ſend you to Cerftontinople.” But, (quoth Valentine) it muſt be by the Devil's Means. 
© Sir ſaid Pacolet, mount you upon my Wooden Horie, and try the Event of what will follow. 
Valentine anſwered, that I will do, for I defire nothing ſo much as the Sight of my Father, whom 
I never ſaw.” Valentins on the Morrow prepared to depart ; but before his Departure, the __ 
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The HISTORY of VALENTINE. aud OR 
married his Daughter unty Orſon, in the Preſence of the Lady Belliſant, and the Lady Clerimond, 


with the Conſent of his Nobles, which were at the Wedding, and there was great Triumphs. In 


this Aſſembly there was a Spy, who obſerv'd all their Proceedings, and gave Intelligence thereof 
unto Ferragus. When Ferra us had received theſe Tidings, he vowed by Mahomet to be reveng'd on 
them all, but eſpecially on Pacolet, for ſtealing away his Siſter C/erimond, whom he ſo much loved, 


but ranked her now among the Chriſtians, 
C AF AAS 


How Ferragus the Giant ſtrengtbend bit Forces, by tbe Aid of King Trompart, and the Enchanter 
Adrimain. 


Fun h being out of Hope to get Revenge on the two Knights, and his Siſter Clerimond, call'd 


unto him a Meſſenger, and delivered to him divers Letters of State ; eſpecially one of 'em was 
to King Trompart, of whom he deſired Aid againſt bis Enemies; all which, if he could ſpeedily ac- 
compliſh, he would give unto him for Wife his Siſter Clerimond. At the Farewel of his Letter, he 
deſired him to bring along with him the Enchanter 4drimain. Here leave we the Giant, and return te 
Valentine, who by this time is taking Leave for Conſantinople. But in the End, ſaid thus unto the 
Duke, and Orſon his Brother: Lords, with you | leave my lovely Clerimond. Valentine, (quoth 
the Duke) take you no Thought for her, for I ſhall have a Fatherly Eye over her, as well as I have 
over my Daughter Fexon. | | 
Valentine having taken Leave, came to Cleri mond, who being unwilling : to part with him, wept 
bitterly, but he was forced to leave her; and turning him to his Brother Orſon, who ſaid thus: Brother, 
remember me to my Father the Emperor, and tq my Uncle King Pepin, and tell them e'er long I will 
viſit them.” Brother, (quoth Valentine] I ſhall remember you; and ſo departed.” Orſen ſtill remained 
in the Palace, but Valentine had a Duty yet more to do; namely, to take Leave of his Mother; but 
when ſhe ſaw him, ſhe claſped him round with her Arms, but was not able to ſpeak ; Yalentine per- 
ceiving her natural Affection, comforted 25 5 * > —_ he could, but all was in vain, ; 


Of the pitiful Tale the Empreſi mate to Valentine her Sen, before he departed into Conſtantinople ; and 


| act Speeches paſſed between him, his Father and his Uncle 

Alentine being overcome with the Lamentations of his Mother, at laſt ſaid thus unto her: *O 
Mother, leave off, be not ſo careful of me, for if | eſcape Danger, I ſhall gladly ſee you here 
again; in the mean time take care of my fair Clerimond, and let her be aſſured of my Loyalty to- 
wards her.* * Alas, my Son! now will it come to light that I have been baſely abuſed, and falſely ba- 
niſhed from my Huſband's Bed and Country : bur yet do thus much for me, to commend me to the 
Emperor, and aiſo to my Brother King Pepin, and fay unto them in my Behalf, that I am an innocent 
Lady. Moreover, if there be ſuch a Man breathing, that will. but once open his Mouth contrary, 


"ON "59 N 


fight thou for me, and juſtly maintain my unſpotted Chaſtity. “ Mother, quoth Valentine, all this and 


more will J perform, ard e'er many Months bave run their Courſe, I ſhall cauſe my Father to receive 
you again, and aſk your Pardon for his raſh Proceedings' * Naw he takes his Farewel of his dear Mother, 
with-this Charge, that as ſoon as they were arrived, he would ſend Pacolet to bring Tidings of all 
that had happened. 

Then he took his Way to the Lodging of Pacolet, whither being come, Pacolet made ready his 
Wooden-horſe, and took Valentine behind him, turning the Pin the ſame Way he would take, and 
ſuddenly they were mounted in the Air, ſo ſwiftly, that e'er to morrow at Noon, they were in the Sight 
of Conflantincple. Valentine was wondrous joyful that he was ſo near the Place he ſo much deſired 
to ſee, and by the help of Pacolet the Enchanter, came that Night to the great Hall, where the Empe- 
ror accompanied with King Pepin ſat at Supper. Valentine being come into ſuch an unknown Preſence, 
grew very baſhful, but the Green Knight fitting at the Table with the Emperor and King Pepin, ſpied 
Valentine, and knew him, ſo had King P-pin Knowledge of him likewiſe, ſaying thus unto the Em- 
peror : Great Emperor, behold here is one of our own Blood, a valiant Knight; and your natural Son.” 


The Emperor hearing this, was much amazed, and riſing from the Table, made towards . 
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60 The HISTORY of VALENTINE and ORSON. 


kiſſed him: The Green Knight was the next that took him in his Arms and embraced him; then 
King Pepin, and the Emperor his Father a ſecond time, who was greatly aſhamed at his foul FaQ in 


baniſhing his unſpotted and guiirleſs Wife. | 
t chanced likewiſe, that there was preſent, her old Servant Blandiman, who had Knowledge of Pa- 


colet ever ſince he ſaw him in Portugal, who went unto him, and demanded how it fared with his old 


Miſtreſs the Lady Belliſant? Pacolet ſatisfied him in all his Demands, ſo that exceeding Joy and 


Gladneſs was heard about the City for the Life of Valentine; and the People came from all Parts to 


behold the Emperor's Son. The valiant Knight Valentine ſeeing ſuch a continual Recourſe of all 
the Eſtates gathering about him, ſaid unto them; * Lords, Knights and Barons here aſſembled, who | 
ſeem well pleaſed to behold my Perſon, I cannot yield unto you any other Recompence but Thanks, 
and eſpecially unto my Uncle King Pepin, who hath ever foſtered me, even from my Cradle; and had 
it not been for him I had periſhed, by reaſon of a ſharp Edict publiſhed by my Father, who by the falſe 
Suggeſtions of a dead Traytor, baniſhed my Mother from his Bed and Country. Wherefore, to clear 
her Innocence, I, as ber natural Son, offer my Body in Combat againſt any falſe Traytor whatſoever. 
CRAP. Null. | | | 
How Valentine and the Green Knight avere taken Priſoners in the Battle of Conſtantinople, by the 
Soldan Moradin and bis Men. | 
HEN the Emperor perceived his Son to be {o much moved, for the Diſhonour which was done 
unto his Mother the Empreſs, he wept for very Grief of Heart, and ſaid thus unto him : Alas 
Knight! I have no doubt of thee to be my Son, neither of thy Manhood, in offering to revenge her 
Wrongs upon the Traytor that accuſed her, but he is fallen already by the Sword of a Merchant, and 
in the Preſence of thy Uncle King Pepin, myſelf and others of high Eſtate. At his Death he confeſſed 
the whole Treaſon wrought againſt her, and ſince that time, have I ſent divers Meſſengers into all Na- 
tions, to hear Tidings what is become of her, but all in vain, for | cannot obtain my deſired Wiſh : 
Therefore I pray thee (if thou canſt) tell me ſome glad Tidings of her. Father (quoth Valentine) I 
know ſomewhat ; for yeſternight, I both ſaw her and ſpoke with her in Aguitain; telling him beſides, 
that Paco/et the Enchanter had ſuddenly brought him thither by Art rather than good Speed. The Em- 
peror hearing ſuch glad Tidings from his Son, cauſed great Triumphs throughout the City of Cozſanti- 
zople; When the Sarazers heard ſuch Shouts and Revellings within the City, they were greatly amazed, 
and every one put himſelf in Readineſs. The Soldan had round begirt Conſtantinople, ſtarving all the In- 
Habitants moſt lamentable to behold. At laſt, theſe Tidings came to the Ears of Valentine and the 
Green Knight, who arming themſelves, came into the City. and ſaid, Lords you well perceive the 
Extremity in which we now are ; be courageous and ſtand to it, and there is Hopes of Recovery ; 
wherefore follow my Counſel, iſſue forth ſome Number of you to forage for Victuals, whilſt I accom- 
panied with two thouſand Men, ſet upon the Sarazens.” They did as he adviſed them, and in a ſhort 
time they behaved themſelves ſo valiantly, that they gained from their Eenemy three thouſand Chariots 
Jaden with all Sorts of Victuals. Having thus ſeized the Victuals, they were conducting the ſame into 
the City, but the Soldan ſore grieved at his Loſſes, got between the City and them thinking to have barred 
them from Entrance, but King Pepin ſpying their Policy, and how they had ſtopped up the Paſlage, 
couched his Spear, and ran upon the Soldan fo violently, that he threw the proud Pagan to the Earth; 
then pulling out his Sword at one Achilon, a very valiant Commander, with ſuch Fury, that he ſtruck 
him out of his Saddle. Valentine and the Green Knight perceiving the great Courage of King Pepin, 
and what Fortune he had in the Field, immediately entered freſh into the Battle, and with a reſolute 
Courage, even in the Preſence of the Soldan hewed down the chief Standard of the Sarazens. The 
Standard being overthrown, Valentine addreſſed himſelf againſt the Soldan, and with his Spear fo en- 
counter'd him, and foiled him ſo that he could ſcarcely fit his Horſe. Moraldus one of the chief Com- 
manders was ſlain, and his Admiral taken Priſoner by the Green Knight, with other Exploits perform'd 
on both Sides. But mark what follows, theſe two Knights were ſo triumphant on their uncertain 
Victory, that they preſſed the Enemy ſo far within Danger, that when they would return they could 
not, and conſequently were taken Priſoners by the Sarazens, and brought before the Soldan. The 
Soldan having gotten them in Bands, inſulting proudly over them, and with an Oath, he 8 by 
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Mahomet that they ſhould never eſcape with Life ; therefore gave preſent Command to raiſe a Gibbet 
before the City Walls, and preſently in the Sight of all his Enemies to hang them up. Now were 


Valentine and the Green Knight in great Fear; but, we will leave them a little, and return to thoſe 
Chriſtians that had gotten great Booty of Victuals, yet could not get into the City, by reaſon they 


were encounter'd by the Sarazers Army; in which Encounter the Chriſtians were ſo hard beſet, that 
they were doubtful what ſhould be the End of that Day's Engagement. At laſt, ſeeing what a geſ- 
perate Caſe they ſtood in, with one Conſent, iſſued forth Men, Women, Prieſts, Clerks, and all De- 
grees. When the Pagans ſaw their Multitudes, they were forc'd to retire into their "Tents, and by 
that Means, the Chriſtians obtained all their Prey of Victuals, and ſafely conveyed it into the City, 
altho' with the Loſs of many a Life. The Emperor was exceeding heavy for the Loſs of his warlike 
Men, eſpecially ſor his Son Valentine and the Green Knight ; moſt heavy and ſad alſo was the worthy 
King Pepin. Pacolet ſeeing theſe two Peers take the Matter ſo heavily, comforted them, ſaying in 
this Manner: © Lords, leave off your Lamentations, for it ſhall fare better with Valentine and the 
Green Knight than you can imagine.“ Friend, ſaid the Emperor, if thy Words prove true, I will 
advance thy Eſtate.” Sir, ſaid he, ſhortly you ſhall make Tryal of my Love and Reſpe& towards 
you.” So he betook him to his wooden Horſe, and departed towards the Soldan's Holt, and came 
thither juſt at the Inſtant that the Soldan came to judge Valentine and the Green Knight to Death; 


and how it was prevented you ſhall hear in the Chapter following. 
C H A P.-- XXX 


Hiw Pacolet 2 Enchantment delivered Valentine and the Green Knight from the Bondage of the | 


Soldan; and how he coxen d him when he had him upon his Horſe, and inſtead of carrying him 1 
Portugal, brought him to Conſtantinople, where he was hanged. | 


| A being aſſembled as aforeſaid, the Soldan began thus to ſpeak : Lords, here I preſent before 


you, theſe that muſt encombat the mighty Giant Ferragus, and that which moſt of you ought 
to take Notice of is, that one of them hath forſaken his Religion, and for that Cauſe, my Judgment 
is, that he be ſent to Ferragus, and from him receive Puniſhment ſuitable to his Offence.” Nay, ſaid 
the Sarazens, let us never do ſo, but let them both here ſuffer Death to morrow Morning. Lords, 
quoth the Soldan, let it be ſo,” Theſe Reſolutions thus agreed upon, the Soldan entered his Pavillion, 


to Supper, where being ſet, Pacolet came and ſaluted him in the Name of Mabomet. Welcome Pa-. 


colet, quoth the Soldan, how fareth Ferragus my dear Friend? * Sir, ſaid Pacolet, right well, and 
by me ſends joyful Tidings, if you pleaſe o hear them.“ Right gladly, ſaid the Soldan, I prithee 
begin.” Then Pacolet drew him aſide, out” of the hearing of his Attendants, and ſaid: Sir, know 
this, I am lately come from Portigal, and ſent by the fair Wife of Ferragus, whoſe Heart is on Fire 
with the Love ſhe beareth to you; long hath ſhe concealed her Affections, but has Power no longer 
todo fo ; therefore ſhe has diſcloſed that to me, which ſhe durſt not utter to any one but myſelf. 
Again Ferragus is in Aquitain , and that no Opportunity may be omitted, come along with me, and 
ſtay no longer to expoſtulate ; for upon my Horſe will we ſuddenly arrive in Portugal, and bring you 
to the fair Lady's Sight.” Pacolet thou haſt more rejoyced my Heart than all worldly Treaſure 
can afford: True it is, ſhe is the only Woman I ever aim'd at, but never knew how to effect my 
Wiſhes.“ The Soldan cauſed Pacc/et to be highly feaſted, ſo on the Morrow they went on their 
Journey; but mark what followed. Valentinè and the Greez Knight you muſt conceive were both in 
the Pavillion, and were right glad that they had got a Sight of Pacolet, but durſt not make any Shew 
thereof: Pacolet on the other Side ſhewed himſelf a Flatterer to the Soldan, in eating, drinking, and 
revelling at the Soldan's Table ; and in beholding the Priſoners, ſaid thus unto the Soldan in hearing 
of all: Sir, how dare yon vente your noble Perſon ſo near this Green Knight, without giving him 
his juſt Deſert, for of all Men living h is the moſt dangerous; firſt, for the Wrongs that he com- 
mitted againſt his Brother Ferrægus, bereaving him of Clerimond, and gave her in Marriage to a 
Chriſtian Knight; next, he hath renounced Mahomet ; theſe Things conſider'd, it is fit he ſhould die 
were there no more Men living.” Friend, (quoth the Soldan) to morrow Morning they ſhall both be 


hanged,* Then the Soldan commanded the Priſoners to be ſtrongly guarded, upon Pain of Death, 


and lo withdrawing him to his Chamber, left Valentine aud the Green Knight under the Conduct of 
thoſe that molt deſired their Death. | | : Fee I 
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d HISTORY of VALENTINE and ORSON. 


In the dead time of the Night came Pacolet unto Valentine and the Green Knight, and firſt freed them 
of their Bands, and by Art ſo charmed all their Keepers (who flept ſecurely) that he brought them 
palt ali Danger. Having thus ſet them at Liberty, about the Dawning of the Day he came to the 


Soldan's Tent, crying out ſo that he awaken'd him, and then Paco/et began thus to ſay unto him: * Sir 


little appeareth your Love to the Wife of Ferragus, ſeeing for her ſake you are loth to loſe one 
Hour's Slecp. Whereunto the Soldan replied , Thou haſt done well to awaken me. for I was even 
now in a moſt fearful Dream, and thus it was; methought a Crow did bear me ſwiftly thro? the Air, 
and as ſhe was flying away with me, another great Bird met me, and ſtruck me with his Bill, ſo hard, 
that the Blood iſſued out in Abundance ; now this Dream makes me much to fear that Ferragus hath 
ſome Intelligence of my Deſires, and deſigns to revenge himſelf upon me. Away Sir, quoth Pacoler, 
with this childiſh Fear, will you therefore negle& the Love of ſuch a beauteous Lady? by Mahony, 
_ the Soldan, thou ſayeſt truth.” And calling to his Chamberlain to make him ready, gave him 

is Charge: Sirrah be ſecret, if my Uncle Bryan aſks for me, tell him I am gone a little way to ſport 
with Pacolet. Then Pacolet took the Soldan behind him on his Wooden Horſe, and turning the Pin, 


the Horſe roſe up into the Air ſo ſwiftly, that in a little time they arrived at Conftantinople, even in the 


Emperor's Palace. The Soldan perceiving Paco/et's Horſe to make a Stay, ſaid thus unto him: 
Friend, are we at our Journey's End?“ © Yea, quoth Pacolet, and fear nothing, for we are in Por- 
tugal, in the Caſtle of King Ferragus, By Mahomet, quoth the Soldan, the Devil hath born us here 
very quickly.” Well, ſaid Pacolet, enter you into the great Hall of this Palace, and in the mean 


time I will haſte into the Chamber of the Lady, and preſently cauſe you to de brought unto her Bed. 


Do ſo, quoth the Soldan, for I am even raviſhed with Joy, and {ſhall think each Minute an Hour 
ull I have my Deſire. | ns 
Now ſitteth the Soldan in the Hall, waiting the coming of Pacolet. while he, in the mean time 
maketh towards the Chamber where the Emperor lay ; being come to the Door, he gave a great Blow 
againſt it, inſomuch that the Chamberlain aſk'd, who it was that preſumed to diſturb the Emperor's 
Reſt ? Friend, quoth Pacolet, fear not, for I am Pacolet, newly come from the Soldan's Hoſt, where 
J have ſet at Liberty both Valentine and the Green Knight, who were condemned to die: Beſides, ſay 
unto the Emperor ; that I have brought along with me the Soldan himſelf : therefore, he may now be 
revenged on him in full, for he hath moſt juſtly deſerved Death,. The Chamberlain told the Em- 
peror all theſe Tidings, and alſo King Pepin: So arming themſelves, they came into the great Hal! 
where the Soldan ſat. The Soldan perceiving himſelf betray'd, cried out with a loud Voice: Thou 
falſe Paco/et, Traytor to my Perſon, I vow to be revenged upon thee for thy diſloyal Practice towards 
me; and therewithal drew his Sword, and like a Madman, ran up and down the Hall, ſtriking the 
very Stones ſo fiercely, that he made Fire fly from the Senſeleſs Walls. As he was in this maa Fit, 


the Attendants entered towards him with Torches. The Soldan ſpying them, defended himſelf 


ſo fiercely, that he flew the Squire that attended on King Pepin. This Act of his fired the Courage of 
the King that he made a Blow at him and felled Bim to the Earth. Being fallen, they bound him Hand 
and Foot; and in the Morning came Valentine and the Green Knight, who: finding the Soldan there in 
Bands, were very joyful. | | Eg: | 

The Emperor and the King ſeeing Valentine, were joyful for his Deliverance, and gave great Thanks to 
Pacolet for his Care over his Son, and withal faid, * Pacolet, one Strain more of thy Horſe muſt I demand, 
* Youſhall, Sir, -quoth Pacolet, and if you will get behind me I ſhall inſtantly tranſport you into Hell, 
But Lords, let that paſs, and return to the Death of the Soldan, for if he eſcape your Hands at this 
time, a World of Miſeries will enſue.* So that very Hour they proceeded to Judgment, and commanded 
kim to be hanged on the greateſt tower of the Palace, even in the very Sight of all his Pagan Hoſt. 

This done the Pagans ftood as Men confounded, and amazed to ſee him there hanging, and 
wonder'd how he came within the City; but at laſt Bryan his Uncle told them how he had been 
deceived by the Traytor Pacelet. After they had long lamented the Death of the Soldan, they 
aſſembled themſelves in Council, and in his ſtead choſe his Uncle Bryan Soldan. After all theſe 
Things done, Pacolet took his Leave of the Emperor, and returned into Aguitain, to comfort the 
Lady Clerimend as he promiſed ; but before his Departure, Valentine came unto him and ſaid, * 48 

| | | co 
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eolet, at your coming into Aquitain, ſalute my Mother Belliſant, and my loving Lady Cieri mond, my 
Brother Or/on, and the good Duke of Apuitain, with the reſt of his Nobles; and above all the reſt de- 
liver this to my Mother, by which ſhe ſhall underſtand our whole Proceedings here. Sir, (faid Paco- 


L. all this I ſhall willingly perform. So taking his Horſe, he leapt upon him, and flew up in the 


Air as ſwift as Smoak. | | | 

The next Morning Pacolet was at his Journey's End, and finding the Duke of Aquitain, the Em- 
preſs Belliſant, Orſon, and Clerimond, all in ſafety, he ſaluted them, and delivered them Letters, which 
{aid ; Lady, your Son Yalentize greeteth you well, ſhewing you that the Emperor, to revenge your 
Baniſhment had him hanged, who was the cauſe thereof; wherefore he promiſeth, that as ſoon as he 
can free his Country from the Sarazers, come himſelf in Perſon, and then forthwith bring with him the 
Green Knight, whom Or/pn had vanquiſhed. The Lady hearing theſe joyful Tidings, ſuddenly fell 
into a Swoon ; but Or/22 perceiving it, ſnatch'd her up in his Arms, and being ſomewhat come to her- 
ſelf, ſhe ſaid ; My Child, I am juſtly overcome with Joy, in that I underſtand I am proved innocent 
of ſuch abominable Crimes as I was falſly accuſed of; but I long to ſee the Emperor, whom if I 
might but once again behold, I ſhould not deſire longer to live, for I am well revenged, and my Accu- 
ſer hath juſtly ſuffered a moſt ſhameful Death for his Treachery. 

CH A P.  AXAIY. N 

Hiw King Trompart came before Aquitain, to ſuccovr Ferragus, and brought with him Adrimain the 

Enchanter, awho betray'd Pacolet ; and how the King of India cauſed King Trompart' Head to be 


firuck of. How hs would have married with Clerimond ; and how Pacolet was revenged on Adn- 


main, in the ſhape of a Woman, 


Acolet arrived in Aquitain, at the ſame time that King Trompart came thither to aid Ferragus, 


againſt the Chriſtians, at whoſe coming Ferragus began thus to ſalute him: Famous King, of your 
coming J am glad, hoping by your Aſſiſtance to bring back my Siſter Clerimond, and to be revenged 


on all thoſe that have detained her, Ferragus (ſaid King Trompart) doubt nothing, for I have brought 


with me Adrimain the Enchanter, whoſe Skill ſhall confound Pacolet in his Art. Thanks great King, 
Iam much bound to you for your Love, and if he can but get Pacolet into my Hands, I ſhall reward 


him liberally. Sir, (quoth Aarimain) put your Truſt in me; and ſo taking his Leave, betook him 


to iis Magic Art. Being provided with all things, among the reſt, he loaded himſelf with Victuals, 
and took his Way towards Aquitain; coming thither he craved Entrance at the Gates, to ſell his 
Victuals, which was readily granted. After he had ſold all, he went into the Palace, where he met 
Pacelet whom he knew well. Adrimain (quoth Paco/et) you are welcome, from whence came you, 
and what is your Errand ? (ſays Adrimain) You know that long J have ſerved King 7rompart ; yet by 
Fate I am fallen into a great Miſchance, for one in his Court having ſmitten me, 33 I would not 


teach him the Principles of my Art, I drew forth my Knife and killed him: Now fearing Death, 1 


have left the Court, and for this Cauſe fled to you for Succour, and I will prove unto you a faithful 
Servant; ſo be pleaſed to accept of me. Adrimain (ſaid Pacolet) J am content to let it be ſo, make 


thee good Cheer and be merry. As they were thus at their Cups, Aarimain ſaw the fair Lady Cleri- 
mond paſs thro' Hall, who preſently demanded what Lady ſhe was? She (ſaid Pacolet) is the Siſter of 


Ferragus, who muſt be married to a right valiant Knight. Whilſt they were thus in Conference, 


Orſan came unto them, and ſaid, Gentlemen, I could gladly wiſh, that one of your Art would ſhew 


ſomewhat to delight the Aſſembly. | 


At whoſe Words Adrimain drew a Cup above a Pillar, in ſuch wiſe, that thro” the Palace ſeemingly 
to all the Company) ran a River furniſhed with all Sorts of Fiſh, little and great. When the Behol- 


ders ſaw the Waters come up fo ſtrongly againſt them, they were afraid of being drowned. Pacolet 
beholding their Fear, among the reſt he began a Song, and in that Song a Charm, that it ſeemed to all 


the Beholders, that a Hart ran through the River overturning all things that ſtood in his Way. After 
this Hart ran Hunters with their Hounds. This made many of the Beholders leap aſter, thinking to 


have taken the Hart, but Pacolet by his Art made the Hart ſuddenly to vaniſh. This Sport (quoth Oran 


was very well performed; and ſo breaking up, Pacelet led Aari main to his Chamber to be with him, 
but it proved fatal; for towards Midnight Adrimain ſo enchanted all within the Court, and with them 
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Pacolet, that he had Time to work all that he defired. Afterwards he went to the Horſe of Pacolet 
and getting him, came unto the Chamber of Cleri ond, and by Art cauſed her to riſe and make her 
ready, and ſetting her on the Horſe behind him, came unto a Window, turned the Pin, and ſuddenly 
he arrived in the Tent of King Trompart. Being come thither, he cried out aloud, ſaying, Great 
King, ſleep not, but haſten you hi her, and you ſhall ſee the pleaſant Lady Clerimond, whom I have 
ſtolen from Aguitain, and with her Paco/e7's Horſe : Now ſaid the King) I well perceive thy Love; is this 
the Siſter of Ferrogus ? Yea, (ſaid Adrimain) and I have itolen her away, and alſo betrayed Pacoler my 
Fellow Magician; for he ſhall never be Maſter of his Horſe again. Ay, but (ſaid the King) art thou 
acquainted with the Manner of his Horſe? O!] long fince, worthy King, and by virtue of the Pin 
know how to govern him. Having made this known un o King Trempart, he thought to make ex- 
perience of the Horſe himſelf; and taking Clerimond behind him, reſolved to tranſport her into his 
own Country, and there marry her. h 

Being thus determined, he embraced the Lady in his Arms, (for all this while ſhe was not awaked 
out of her enchanted Sleep) and ſet her on the Horſe of Wood. Al! this Adrimain was Eye-witneſs 
of, and ſaid thus unto him: My Lord, if you fail one Jot of the true Uſe of the Horſe, both yourſelf 
and the Lady will be in very great Danger. Fear not that, (quoth Trompart) and ſo turning the Pin, 
he mounted ſwiftly into the Air, and before the next Morning he was two hundred Miles on his Way, 
but not at his Journey's End. Now awaked the fair Lady Clerimond out of her enchanted Sleep, 


, 


Who ſeeing herſelf ſo deluded, fell ſuddenly into a Swoon. This Chance flruck to the Heart of King 


Trompart ; for he was afraid leſt ſhe had been dead, and ſo turning the Pin, he ſtopt the Horſe in a 
fair green Field by a Fountain; then taking the Lady from the Horſe, he laid her on the Graſs, and 
took a little Water, and caſt it on her Face, and the Lady recovering, made ſuch grievous Lamenta- 
tions, that King Trompart was well nigh out of his Wits Within this Place there was a Shepherd, of 
whom King Trompart required ſomething to eat, which he gave unto the Lady, who eat thereof, and was 
refreſhed. At laſt being come again unto her Speech, weeping uttered theſe Words: Unhappy I above 
all Creatures, for I have loſt my Joy by accurſed Treafon. Alas, Valentine, my Love! curſed be he 
that ſeparated us. King Trompart pram: her ſo clamorous, reproved her ſoundly, ſaying, Lady, 
leave off theſe fooliſh Words of the Chriſtian Boy, or elſe I ſhall ſeparate thy Head from thy Body; 
is it not better for thee to be my Wife, who am ſole Lord of theſe Territories, than to have a beggarly 
ſtart-up, that hath neither Land nor Livings? And with theſe Words he would have kiſſed her, but 
the Lady diſdaining him, hit him with her Fiſt upon the Mouth. : 

This ſtrange and unlook'd for Diſdainfulneſs, put King Trompart in ſuch an Anger, that in a 
furious Rage he caught her up, and ſet her upon the Horſe again; and turning the Pin the contrary 
way, inſtead of carrying her to his own Country, preſently he lighted in India, in the Midſt of a 
Market-place kept there taat Day. The People ſeeing ſuch a ſtrange Sight, marvelled much thereat, 
The Lady Clerimond by this time knew the Horſe to be Pacolet's, and ſaid, Now am I faiſely betrayed, 
and Pacolet robbed of his Horſe ; but my dear Valentine, he it is who is moſt near to my Heart; for 
now ſhall I never ſee thee more. King Trompart thought for all this, that he had been in his own Country, 
Rill beating down her pitiful Lamentations with b:tter Words. But mark what followed : Tidings 
were brought unto the King of India of what had happened, who commanded them to be brought 
before him. But this fell out ill for King Trompart ; for the King of India gave him a dull Welcome, 
ſaying, you are he that put my Brother to Death, therefore I will be revenged on thee, and ſo cauſed 
his Head to be ſmitten off. After the Lady was Icd into the King's Palace, where he fat in Perſon, he 
thus ſaid : Lady, I know not of whence you are, but by the bright Splendor of your Face my Heart 
is enthrall'd ; wherefore if you pleaſe to be my Wife, I will make you Queen of all this ſpacious Con- 
tinent. Sir, (quoth ſhe) you ſpeak graciouſly, but I have made a ſolemn Vow not to take any Huſ- 
band for the Space of one whole Year; wherefore if it pleaſcth you to let my Vow be accompliſhed, 
then wall [ willingly conſent thereto. | Well, (ſaid the King) thy Anſwer is reaſonable, let it be as thou 
haſt ſaid ; perform thy Vow, and remain within my Palace, and commanded that her Attendants ſhould 


be as great as if ſhe had been his Queen, allowing her a Chamber of State, into which Chamber = 
22 | ©” cauſe 
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cauſed to be brought the wooden Horſe that carried her thither, and being there, ſhe placed it in the 


ſecreteſt Place that ſhe could deviſe, and ſtill prayed ſhe might be freed from that Danger. Now leave 
we her for a while, and return to Pacolet, and look back alſo to Auitain, and ſee the Mourning that is 
made for the Lady Cleri mond. | 5 6 

The Night after Aarimain betrayed Pacolet, great Lamentations were made for the fair Lady Cleri- 
mond throughout the City of Aquitain; moreover, when Pacolet found Adrimain abſent he doubted 
more, and looking round about the Chamber wherein the Horſe ſtood, he ſuddenly miſſed it: All 
this ſo fallen out, Pacolet fell into a moſt grievous Paſſion, inſomuch that had not Orſon at that Inſtant 
come in, he would have deſtroyed himſelf: h 

Pacolet being thus reſcued by Orſon, and beholding the general Sorrow for the beauteous Lady Cle- 
rimond, began thus to comfort them: Lords, I will not give over till I am revenged on the Traytor 
Adrimain, by whom we are all thus wronged. Herewithal he departed, and cloathed himſelf like a 

allant Maid, and took his way to the Hoſt of Ferragus, where many Pagans deſired his Love; but 
Pacolet excuſed himſelf, and ſaid ; © Pardon me I pray you, for I am already promiſed to the Enchan- 
ter Adrimain.” and ſo they let him paſs on. At laſt Pacolet came to the Tent where Aarimain was, 
at which Adrimain ſtood amazed, and was ſo deeply overcome in Love that at Night he detained him 
in his Chamber: Now Pacolet took this Advantage, and ſeem'd to favour his Love, and ſaid; My 
Lord, know this, I have been deſired of ſo many, but I think you the worthieſt to be firſt ſerved.” 
My Charmer quoth Adrimain, fear nothing, make good Cheer and be merry, for my Love is fix'd, 
and I will uſe thee well.“ Now he committed the Maiden to one of his Servants, to be ſerved with all 
the Dainties that could be had. | ; 

Pacolet being thus highly feaſted in the Tent of Ferragus, demanded of the Servant of Adrimain 
what was become of King 7rompart ? the Servant ſaid, I think he is returned again into his own Coup: 
try, and has carried with him the Lady Clerimond upon a Horſe of Wood, which my Maſter . 
given him. Pncolet hearing of this, was grieved to the Heart. By this time was .{drimain come unto 
his Tent, ſaying to Pacolet, Charmer, it is time to go to Reſt ! See here is the Bed we mean to ſport 


in.” Your Will be done, ſaid Pacolet, then Aarimain put off his Cloaths and went to Bed, but Pacolets 


ſo enchanted him to ſleep, that to awake, he could not till the Morning. As he dealt with 4drimazn, ſo he 


did with all round him; and putting off his Woman's Attire, he cloathed himſelf in the richeſt Cloaths * 


that Adrimain had; and after, with his own Sword cut off his Head and bore it away with him : Having 
thus done, he took his Way towards the Tent of Ferragus, which he found well guarded, and there by 
his Art, caſt them all in a heavy Sleep. This done he entered the Tent of Ferragus, where he ſudden- 
ly made him leap out of his Bed, and dreſs himſelf; ſo tying himſelf to his Girdle, made him run by 
his Side like a Spaniel till he came to the very Entrance of the Gates of Aquitazn. | 
When Pacolet was come to the Gates of the Palace, he found there the Duke himfelf, accompanied 


with many of his Barons, who ſpying Pacolet, they {aid unto him; where is Cleri mond that thou doſt 


not bring her again? he anſwered, Lords, be patient a while, I cannot ſhew you all at once: Know 
this, I am fully revenged on Adrimain, tor here I have brought his Head, and here is Ferragus, who 
by my Art I have alſo ſurprized, as you may ſee. Then ſaid Or/osz, you have done very well. Nay 
Lords, more yet I have to ſay, which is, I have enchanted the whole Hoſt of Ferragus to ſleep, there- 
fore if ever you mean to have a compleat Victory, go now. My Lords, (quoth Or/on) methinks Pacolet 
hath well adviſed us, therefore let us go on: So they ſlaughter'd all that lay before them, and put 
Ferragus into a moſt filthy, dark, and loathſome Priſon until their Return. | | | ; 


After this great Slaughter was ended, the Duke returned again into Auitain, and there com- 
manded to have the Giant Ferragus brought before him, who by this Time awaked out of his en- 


chanted Sleep, unto whom the Duke thus ſaid ; Ferragus, if thou wilt forſake Mahomet, and re- 
ceive Baptiſm thou ſhalt live, which if thou refuſe, thou ſhalt ſurely die. Know, ſaid Ferra- 
245, I had rather ſuffer a thouſand Deaths: So he was ſuddenly beheaded. After his Death Orſon 
took Leave of the Duke and went towards Conflantinople, to aid his Father the Grecian Emperor, 
and his Uncle King Pepin of France, againſt the unbelieving Sarazens, that had ſtrongly beſieged the 
City; but a little before kis Departure, the . ſaid thus unto him, Worthy Knight, ſince 
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you are reſolved to depart, I will go along with you, and bear you Company. Or/or was very Joyful 
to hear him ſay ſo, and gave him Thanks; ſo taking ſome ſmall Time to ſet Things in Readineſs, he 
committed the keeping of the City to a valiant Knight, and then proceeded on their Journey. But by 
the way the Empreſs Belliſant much lamented the hard Uſage of her Lord; but Orhan pitying her, 
ſaid, * Mother, leave off your Tears, only joy in that you have been falſly accuſed, which now will en- 
creaſe your Honour: But I fear moſt our entrance into the City, which as I hear, is much troubled 
with Sarazens. Nay, ſaid Pacolet, fear not that, for I will work a Device to enter, and myſelf will 
go before and put it in Force; do ſo, ſaid Orſon, and tell Valentine the hard Fortune of Clerimend, 
* Nay, (quoth Pacolet) not I, I will be no Bearer of ſuch fad Tidings.” | 
Now King Pepin and the Emperor being ſtrongly beſieged, were in great Diſtreſs for Victuals in the 
City, and there was no way to be relieved but by the Sword. Valintine knowing their great Neceſlity, 
accompanied with the Green Knight and a worthy Band of Soldiers, iſſued ont of Conftantinople, and 
ſeized upon two hundred Chariots full of Victuals belonging to the Pagans, and at the ſame time flew 
all thoſe that attended them. Having gotten this Booty, they made their return towards Conſlantinople, 
thinking to recover the City, but they were begirt round about; on the one Side with the Saldan, and 
on the other with the King of Arabia; and thirdly, with a King called 4ficiomn. Amongſt theſe 
Champions happened a terrible bloody Conflict, but Valentine in ſingle Combat killed the King of 
Dramagen and the King of Glarion. The Green Knight alſo behaved himſelf gallantly, for at one 
Blow he ſtruck off the Shield Arm of the King of Morien, and before that flew his Brother. But all 
this Valour little availed, for in the end they were both taken Priſoners, and led before the Soldan, 
who having them in Poſſeſſion, aſſembled fifteen Pagan Knights to adjudge them to Death, Valentine 
being thus in Bands, greatly lamented the State of the Lady Clerimond, taking Leave both of his Fa- 
1 Mother, Brother, and the reſt; ſaying, I muſt now forſake you all, and never again behold your 
ces. The Green Knight ſeeing him ſo paſſionate, ſaid; * Let us die in a good Cauſe, and welcome Death.” 
Now as the Soldan fat in his Chair of State to proceed to Judgment; in the mean time comes Pa- 
colet in the midſt of the Throng, not knowing what had happen'd, and ſtood before the Judgment 
_ feat, and kneeling down, ſaid; Dear Sir, know I am a Meſſenger from your Brother Godart, the 


f great King of Argier, who to your Succour hath brought along with him four mighty W and by 
me requireth on which Side of your Army they ſhall be ranked. 


Again he prays you, if you have 
any Chriſtian Priſoners, to ſend them to him, and he will ſend them into his own Country to draw the 
Plow, and I think here ſtand a Couple of fit Inftruments for that Purpoſe.” The Soldan rejoiced at 
theſe Tidings, and commanded that he ſhould be feaſted for that Night: Mean time Valentine and the 
Green Knight were glad of Paco/et's Company. In the dead Time of the Night, Pacolet went unto 


them, and unbound them, and gave each of them a Horſe, and bid them follow him. Being out cf 


the Enemy's Reach, Pacolet ſaid thus unto them, Lords, be comforted, for in this Land is aſſembled 
the Duke of Aguitain and the Knight Orſen, the noble Empreſs, and the Lady Fez9n, Ay, but (ſaid 
Valentine] why cometh not the fair Lady Clerimond? Then anſwered Pacolet, ſhe would have come, 
but being Sea ſick, ſhe was forced to return again to Aquitain : So Valentine at that Time queſtioned no 
fariher with him. : 

Then Pacolet adviſed them all to go the City of Conſtantinople, and on the morrow to iſſue out 
thereof, with a mighty Army on the Enemy. In the mean time, I will on the other Side ſo beſtir 
myſel.) that the Hoſt of the warlike Duke ſhall come up and give a freſh Aſſault: Now the Soldan 
ſeeing this, will imagine it to be his Brother the King of Argier. | 

Pacolet, ſaid Valentine, thou halt well adviſed, and ſo ſhall it be effected. Thus they departed : | 
Then Pacolet took his way to the Duke of Yquitain, who was yet on the Sea-ſhore, telling him, that 
he had been with the Hoſt of the Soldan, and how he had freed Valentine and the Green Knight. 
Then Pacolet ſaid to Or/er, there is yet one thing more to be done, and it is this, that To morrow in 
the Morning we muſt aſlail the Hoſt of the Serazers on the one Side, and they of Conſtantinople on 
the other, and ſo by that means we ſhall overthrow them quite ; for all that come with you, will be 
thought to aid the Sargzenus, Then the Duke drew up his Men in Order, and kept themſelves ſo that 


2 The 


and divided their Hoſt into five Battalions. The firſt was delivere 


be 1 YT RY Of VA 


The next Morning, the Emperor and King Pepin valiantly brought forth their Men to the Fight, 

| | 4 to Valentine; the ſecond to che 
Green Knight ; the third to King Pepin: and the fourth to Millain Douglar ; and the fifth to Samſon of 
Orleans, one who bore in his Banner a Bear of Silver. At break of Day theſe Powers iſſued out of the 
City, to give an Aſſault upon the Enemy : Being come into the Field, and ſounding their Inſtruments, 


the Noiſe of which ſo affrighted the Sarazers, that they ran out of their Tents, crying an Alarm. 


This battle was extream hot for theChriſtians that Day, yet the Enemy had no cauſe to boaſt. King Pepin 
behaved himſelf valiantly, and cried out to his Soldiers, St. Dennis, St. Dennis. Then a Saraxen cried 
out to the Soldan to retire for the Safeguard of their Lives; forthis Night we have loſt two Priſoners, and 
alſo there is coming againſt us a new Supply of a great Army. Then the Soldan thought that he had 
been betrayed, but yet he made forward, and rouzed up their Courage doubly, inſomuch that they 
forced the Chriſtians to fall back, but litile availed their Courage; for there came upon them the Duke of 
Aquitain with his Forces, and attacked them fo fiercely, that they put to the Sword all that came before 
them ; and thus the Chriſtians were Conquerors. 

When the Battle was ended, and the Chriſtians had rallied their ſcattered Forces, Valentine and 
Orſon came before the Emperor with dutiful Reverence, Father, (quoth Valentine) here you may behold 
my Brother Orſon, whom as yet you never knew : Then the Emperor embraced him with Tears, 
and likewiſe the worthy King Pepin, as alſo the Green Knight, Blandiman, and Guigard, the Merchant, 
who had vanquiſhed the Arch Prieſt: all theſe with great Triumph ſet out to viſit the Tent of the no- 


ble Empreſs Belliſant and the Lady Fexon. When they came to the Tent of the Empreſs Belliſant 


and the Lady Fezon ; and when the Emperor ſaw his Wife Belliſant, he leap'd off his Horſe, and in 
Tears and Sighs, not being able to ſpeak, embraced her, and Valentine and Orſon bore them Company 
in their Lamentations, alſo did many of the reſt there aſſembled. At laſt Words took Place, and the 
Emperor recounted all the hard Uſage he had offered the Empreſs, requiring her Pardon for what 

paſt. My Lord, guoth /be, ſince it hath pleaſed the Fates to bring me to your Sight, I freely forgive all 
Wrongs ; but long to ſee the Man that prov'd my Innocence with his Sword. * Love, quoth the Empe- 


ror, this is he by whom your Honour was preſerv'd.* Sir, quoth the Empreſs, you ought to be regard- _ 


ed for your Service to the Emperor of Greece, and the King of France, for which I make you my Cham- 
berlain, and give you yearly a thouſand Marks in Gold. Lady, I thank your Bounty, and will attend 
you during Life. Then faid Valentine, Mother, I pray tell me ſome Tydings of the Lady Clerimond. 
Fair Son, the Lady Clerimond is ſtolen from Aquitain, and given to King Trompart, that came to the 
Pagans Aid. Valentine hearing this, look'd ſtrangely upon Pacolet, and would have ſmitten him, think- 
ing he had deceived him, but Pacolet intreated him to be patient, for an Enchanter hath ſtolen away 


my Horſe, but I am revenged on him by cutting off his Head. Valentine underſtanding theſe Misfor- 


S 


tunes, and that every one was innocent, fell into bitter Paſſions for his Loſs. 
i | | CHAP. XXXYV. 

How King Pepin took Leave of the Emperor at his Departure from Greece, and how Orſon went along 
with him. How Garnier fainting, left the Knife in the Bed. and accuſed Orion falſly of Treaſon ; and 
how the Knife was found in the King's Bed. How Orſon claimed Combat againſt his Accuſers, auben thgy 
would have adjudged him; and it was (by tabelve Peers of France) granted. How Valentine 77 
ſeeking Cleximond, arrived at Antioch, and fought with the Dragon; and in the end ſleau bim. | 

Heſe Wars thus ended, King Pepin took Leave of the Emperor and returned into France. Orſon 
would needs go with his Uncle King Pepin, and ſpend the Remainder of his Days in his Service. 

The King was content, and ſaid thus unto him: I will make you high Conſtable of France; Moreover, 

if it ſo chance, that my young Son Qarles ſhould deceaſe before me, I will make you King of France. 

I thank you, gracious Uncle, and you ſhall find me faithful, and along with me will I bear the Lady 

Fezon, The Day of taking Leave came, and each embraced other with Kiſſes and Tears. But Valentine 

could not reſt, for he had loſt his Love; wherefore, ſaid he, [ am reſolved to ſeek her for whom I endan- 

gered my Life and by my Sword did gain: Her I bewail and her I will recover again if ſhe be alive: But if I 10. 
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her not, ſhort and woful will be my Days. Then he called Pacolet to him, and ſaid, Wilt thou feryes agai 
me and be my Companion in this troubleſeme Taſk ? Sir, quoth he, willingly; and am ready whenſo. Ml firik 
ever you ſhall fer forward. Then Valentine made all things in readineſs for his Departure, and went to Plot, 
Sca, and left his Crown and Country, only accompanied with three Attendants. Now we leave him, and ſon. 
ſpeak of King Pepin, who by this time is ſeated in Paris, and was honourab'y received: But above all, Cha. 
the valiant Or/ou was highly eſteemed, inſomuch, that he had even all the Command of the Kingdom MW con 
delivered unto him. If ought was to be brought before the King, O»/o was the Man to be applied to. fanc 
This greatneſs of Orſon fretted Haufry and Herry (of whom you have heard before) to the Heart it,) 
inſomuch that they plotted how to take away his Life, ſaying it was much to their Indignity that Orſen vor. 
ſhould be thus preferred before them, being Sons to the King: Screly (ſays the one to the other) his M Tre. 
Glory cannot long endure, for Pride will be his overthrow. Ay, but (ſaid Haufry) underſtand me, xe ate: 
have two Nephews, Sons unto our eldeſt Siſter to wit, Flerent and Garnier, theſe are both hardy ard Tin 
fierce, and by them methinks ſome Plot might be ſet on Foot; again, they are fit Perſons to execute Ml Kin 
any Villainy, for one is Butler to the King, and the other is Uſher to his Private Chamber: Now either and 
of theſe may enter into the King's Chamber, and murther him in his Bed, and ſuch a Deed being done, 0 
it will ſurely be laid to Or-/or's Charge, for he only hath Guard of his Perſon. If this can be affected, in a 
Or/on will ſurely be condemned to Death, and the Realm will readily fall into our Hands. In this it WW jeth 
is neceſſary to uſe Secreſy. | | | | ſon 
Upon this reſolution they ſent for theſe two Inſtruments of Murder, to acquaint them with ort 
the Treaſon; and being come, Haufry ſaid unto them, Sirs, my Brother and I have laid a Plot Kir 
to do us Good and raiſe you to Honour; which thing we choſe rather to offer unto you, for that and 
vou are allied unto us; and therefore we reſpect you before others. Thus it is, You know our reſ} 
Father the King never loved us, but hath ever advanced Strangers, and left us ſlightly regarded; Ac 
theſe things conſidered, my Brother and I have determined that you two Brothers, deſcended all 
from our Siſter, ſhall put our doating Father to Death, and then we ſhall have the Government far 
into our own Hands. This thing by us firſt plotted, is fittelt to be executed by one of you, 8 
and I think you, Garnier, to be fitteſt for it, becauſe you being Ulher to the King's Chamber, Tr 
may convey yourſelf behind ſome Arras, and when the King is in Bed, murder him. This being di 
done, when it ſhall be known that the King is ſlain, the Fact will be laid upon Orſon, for he only col 
hath the Charge of his Body, and ſo we ſhall quickly get him adjudged to Death; and as for little in 
Charles, we ſhall do well enough to make him away. Uncle (ſaid Garnier) doubt not but that I ſhall | 
undertake this Enterprize. Shortly after Garnier, on a Night when the King was at Supper, got a fly 
Kniſe, and ſecretly entred into the King's Chamber, and hid himſelf about the Hangings. When 0, 
the Hour of the King's going to Bed came, he was attended by his Guard and, Chamberlain in the uſual K 
Manner. The King being in Bed, every Man departed ſave only Orſon, who conferred with the an 
King till he fell aſleep: Orſon ſeeing the King aſleep, without making any Noiſe left him, and laid Ci. 


himſelf down upon a Pallat by him. i er 

The dead time of the Night being come, the time which Garnier intended (having the Knife ready) if! 
for this bloody Enterprize ; but being come to the Bed-Side, ready to lift up his Arm to ſtrik e the ſe] 
fatal Stroak, he thought the King would awake, but trembling for Fear, he laid him down by the [ 
Bed ſide, and durſt not ſtir : Anon he would adventure again, but being (as before) poſſeſt with Fear, ſu 
he put the Knife within the Bed, then returned to the Place from whence he came. Orſeon all ti 
this while ſlept, doubting nothing, but yet was troubled with a frightful Dream, which was, that 7 
one would have robbed his Wife of her Honour; alſo he thought that beſide a River he ſaw two Herons ti 


that fought with a Hawk, but the Hawk defended himſelf ſo valiantly, that he had ſlain the Herons, th 
had they not been aſſiſted by a Multitude of little Birds; and the Herons likewiſe had ſlain the Hawk, D 
Pad not the Eagle reſcued him. | : | | 
5 At this Dream Or/on awaked, and was much aſtoniſhed thereat, ſaving, The Gods preſerve 86 
my Brother Valentine from Treaſon. By this Time the Day broke, and Orſon ſoftly ſtole out of _ 
the Chamber, fearing to awake the King. When Garnier ſaw Oran gone, he followed ſoon 
after, and took his Way towards the Chamber, where he found the two Brethren, who longed 
| - to 
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to hear the News Garnier, quoth they, tell us what is 00 Lords, ſaid Garnier, I would not do the like 
2g4in for all the Gold in France, and yet I have not hurt the King; for ſtill as I was lifting up my Hand to 


frike, Fear and Horror did affright me, that I durſt no more abventure ; but I have adviſed me of another 
Plot, and have on Purpoſe leftthe Knife in the King's Bed, and thus it is: We will accuſe Orſen of Trea- 


ſon, and tell the King there are four Traytors, and Or/en is the principal. Alſo we will make away little 


Charles, and ſo wholly poſſeſs the Crown. To prove this, we will ſay, that for this Purpofe Orſon hath 


conveyed a Knife into the King's Bed; if any demand how we know thereof, we will ſay, one of us 


ſtanding at the Door heard all their Conference. Garnier, ſaid Haufray, you ſay well, but if Orſon deny 
it, you and your Brother ſhall crave Combat againſt him; ſay that in caſe you ſhould be likely to be 
worited, my Brother and I ſhall find Men enough to reſcue you. Thus they reſolved, and thus was 
Treaſon laid the ſecond Time for Orſon the Innocent. The next Day when the King was at Dinner, 
attended by Haufray and Henry, they ſhewed good Countenance to Orſon. When Garnier ſaw his 
Time, he came betore the King, ſaving, worthy King, your Majeſty hath beſtowed upon me many 
Kingly Favours, wherefore it is my Duty to open to you a Treaſon, which] lately chanced to hear, 
and to the End you may have a Care of your Perſon, I will diſcover unto you the Inventors thereof. 

Carnier prayed he might lay Hands on O-/on firſt, for he was the principal Traytor. The Number 


in all are four; and Orſon is the Man ſhould kill you in your Bed with a Knife; and that your Ma- 


jeſty may the better credit me, this Day, as they met together, I was ina certain Place, and heard Or- 
ſin ſay, the Knife which you ſhould be killed with, was hid in your Bed; now if it pleaſe you either to go 
or ſend, you ſhall find my Words true. Sir, ſaid Florent, my Brother ſpeaketh nothing but Truth. The 
King hearing of theſe Words, beheld Orſen with a mighty ſtrange Countenance, and at laſt ſaid : Falſe 
and diſloyai Man, can ſuch a thing enter into thy Breaſt as to take away my Life, whom I have more 
reſpected than my own Children? My Liege, quoth Orſon, be not ſo lightly carried away by this falſe 


Accuſation, for I proteſt I am clear of any ſuch Thought, and ſhall prove Envy to be the Author of 


all this Treaſon,” * Speak no more, ſaid the King, for if the Knife be found in the Bed I will crave no 
farther Proof.” So calling to his Lords, he ſaid : Lords, I was never ſo confounded as at this preſent.” 
Sir, ſaid Millain Douglar, I know not what to ſay, but I cannot believe that Orſen is guilty of the 
Treaſon againſt your Majeſty." Vea, but (ſaid the King) if we find the Knife in the Bed, it is an evident 
Sign to move me to believe it: I pray let us go make Tryal :* So the King went into his Chamber, ac- 
companied with many Witneſſes, being there, they found the Knife as Garnier ſaid : * Alas! ſaid the King, 
in whom may I truſt, when my own Kinſman ſeeketh my life? But I vow he ſhall ſuffer a ſhameful Death, 

With that a valiant Knight named Simon came to Orſon, who loved him well, and ſaid : Alas, Sir, 
fly and ſave your Life, for the King hath found the Knife in his Bed, and hath vow'd your Death.” 
Or/on ſaid, J fear nothing, The King entred the Hall, where Orſon was guarded with fifty one 
Knights, and aſſembling his Peers, he proceeded to Judgment. Orſon being brought before the King 
and his Lords, ſaid unto then.. Worthy Lords, fince my Words cannot defend me, I require but the 
Cuſtom of your Country, which is, that when a Man ſhall be accuſed of Murder or Treaſon, he might 
crave Combat againſt his Enemy. Now for my Part, J hold myſelf inrocent, which I will maintain, 
if by your Counſels you grant me that which of right belongeth unto me ; and further to clear my- 


ſelf, here is my Gage; if I be overcome do with my Body what pleaſeth you,” © Or on, (faid Garn er) 
I think you had better hold your Peace, for the thing being already proved, we have no reaſon to an- 


ſwer you in the Field. Ah Traytor ! there is nothing yet proved, for a Man that feareth not Damna- 
tion, and defireth Honour will ſay any thing Upon theſe Words the twelve Peers of France cauſed 
Orſen to be removed out of the Place, and alſo the Brothers his Adverſaries, while in the mean 


time the reſt diſputed the Queſtion. At laſt jt was judged that Or/an's Demand was reaſonable. and 


that he ought to be heard: On which the Brothers were called in again before the King: Then 
Duke Millain demanded of Garnier who were confederates with him in the King's Death? Lords 
(quoth he) I will not betray them for all the Wealth in France. Garnier, (/aid the Indge) ] give 


Sentence that you and your Brother take up Orſen's Gage and fight with him; for ſince you con- ml 
ceal the reſt of the Murderers, it is to be doubted that there is Malice in the Plot. Qr/o7 at this 
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70 e URY of VALENTINE ad ORSON, 
Sentence rejoiced, and caſt his Glove to the two Traytors, ſaying - Lords, here is my Glove that!] 
caſt down to theſe Traytors, upon this Condition, that if my Caſe be foul, or by them conquered, 
1 offer my Body to your Will and Pleaſure.” Riſe then, ſaid the King, for Judgment ts paſt, and for 
your further Security, it were good we had ſome Hoſtage. With that Haufray and Henry, offered 

themſelves Body for Body for Garnier and his Brother: And for Orſon, ſtood Millain Douglar and 
Duke Samſon. So a Month's Day was afligned for the Combat. 3 

The Time being come that they ſhould fight, Duke Millain Douglar, Sampſon, Galeram and 


Gerwais brought forth Orfor, (for he was well beloved) armed and well mounted; who rode thro! the 


City nobly accompanied towards the Place appointed. He was not long there till Haufray and Henry 
entred the Field, with their two Nephews royally armed. Garnier and Florent, the two Traytors, 
greatly teared Or/on, but Haufray and Henry ſtill comforted them, promiſing them Aid. Being thus 
in Readineſs, the Buhop of Paris came unto them, and gave them all three an Oath, according to 
the Law of Arms, and then the Biſhop departed. After came the Heralds and Serjeants of the 
Field to clear the Place, Now Haufray had provided three thouſand Men hard by, and gave 
them Command, that as ſoon as they heard him blow his Horn they ſhould ſet forward towards 
him. This rejoyced the Traytors to the Heart; but it little availed them, for as ſoon as the 'T'rumpets 
gave Signal, Orſon - couched his Spear and putting Spurs to his Horſe, ran upon them with Fury, 
and gave Garnier ſuch a Stroke that it ran thro* both Shield and Armour: Florent on the other Side 
gave -Or/or ſuch a Blow, that he thought he had ſtruck againſt a Tower. Falſe and accurſed 
Traytor, quoth Orſon, thou haſt wrongfully accuſed me, and e'er the Day paſs I ſhall ſhew thee where 
Loyalty doth reſt :* And at theſe Words with his Sword ſmote Garnier out of his Saddle, and withal 
pulled off his Helm, and had cut off his Head if his Brother Florent had nor reſcued him. ; 
Again, Or/on made towards Garnier, and ſtriking off his Ear, ſaid ; Fair Mafter, I would be 
loath you ſhould loſe by the Bargain.“ Then began a freſh Combat between theſe three Champions. 
Garnier having recovered again, came upon Or/or with all his Force, thinking to have left ſome 
Mark of that Encounter, but had not his Brother relieved him he had ſoon been ſlain. Thus Oran 
. had enough to do with theſe two, for they were of ſtout Courage, and beſides they relied much upon 
the Reſcue of Haufray and Henry: but ſtill Orſon followed, and at laſt ſa wounded Garnier that he 
Was forced to forſake his Horſe, being on the Ground he ſmote Orſon's Horſe, inſomuch that he cut 
oft one of his Legs, and fell'd him to the Earth ; but Orſon being light and flrong, leap'd from off 
his Back, and being on the Ground, he took Garnier between his Arms ſo ſtrongly that he took away 
his Shield, and threw him on the Earth ; but as he would have wounded bim in the Belly, Florent 
came upon Orſon, and gave him ſuch a Stroak on the Helm that he made him ſtagger : Or /on vexed 
thereat, ſmote him fo, that he overthrew his Horſe dead to the Earth, and after took off his Helm. 
Florent, ſaid his Brother, fly not, return or we ſhall be vanquiſhed ; and therewithal they made a freſh 
Encounter upon Orſon, and with their Swords laid on ſo luitily, that the Strokes entred his Armour and 
drew Blood, Orſon feeling himſelf wounded, ſmote off one of Florent's Arms, hut yet he gave not over. 
Onſem ſpying him make a Blow at him, made as if he would have ftruck at Garnier, but ſuddenly with- 
drawing his Arm, hit Florent in ſuch wiſe that he fell down dead to the Earth; and after ſaid to Garnier, 
Traytor, thou ſhalt ſhare the ſame Fate except thou confeſs the Treaſon. Not ſo, Or/on, for I will be 


revenged for my Brother's Death. Haufray and Henry diſliked the Match, and ſaid, One of our Ne- 


phews is lain, and if he overcome the other he wil! cauſe him to confeſs the Treaſon, and thereby bring 
us in Danger, Brother, ſaid Haufray, I will tell you what may be done; as ſoon as we perceive Garnier 
to be overcome, before he confeſs any thing we will enter the Field, that ſo the Treaſon ſhall not be 
known. Quoth Henry, be it ſo. Now are the Champions at it in the Field. Garnier ſaid Orſon, 
you cannot eſcape my Hands; therefore confeſs the Treaſon, and I will ſave your Life. Boy, quoth 
Garnier, tay fair Promiſes are little worth, forſeeing I have loſt an Ear, I little reſpect any Place of Honour, ſo 
rather chuſing to die valiantly, or conquer thee, I am reſolved here tofiniſh my Fortune, either to conquer or 
be conquered. Agreed, (quoth Or/on) and fince Death is ſo welcome to thee, defend thyſelf, for this is 
thy longeſt Day of Life.” And thus he made at Garnier, and by Strength of Arms threw him under 
him, and pull'd off his Helm. Haufray ſeeing there was no way but one, cried out, Orfen ſlay him 
not, for we know. he hath wrongfully accuſed you, and we will do Juſtice to him, as fo foul an o - 
| | rveth. 
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ſerveth. Now Haufray ſaid unto Garnier, © Nephew confeſs the Fact, and we will apply to the King for your 
Pardon. Lords, ſaid Garnier, I did put the Kuife into the King's Bed.“ In ſpeaking theſe Words Haufray 
drew forth his Sword and run him thro', and after ſaid: © Lords, let this Traytor be hang'd on the Gallows 


as he hath well deſerved : And Couſin ©r/ex, I am glad of your Victory, for it proveth you innocent: And 


tho' Garnier was my Nephew, yet | will never acknowledge him of my Blood. News coming to the Lady 
Fezon, ſhe was glad of Orſon's Victory: King Pepin alſo came ſaying ; * Nephew you have endured 
dangerous Wounds.* Uncle, (quoth Orſon) the Traytors are — and Haufray made Garnier 
confeſs the FTreaſon, and ſo killed him.” © Nephew (quoth King Pepin) beware of that Haufray, for 
he hath ſurely a Hand in it, but for this time I will hold my Peace. The King and the Barons returned 
into the City of Paris, and made Joy for the Victory. Haufray and Henry ſpoke well of him, but 
in their Hearts they lodged Miſchief, which after came to light, and they had their Deſert ; where we 
will leave them and return to Valentine, who rode from Place to Place, to find out Clerimond. 
Valentine having travelled long, at laſt arrived at the City of - Antioch, thinking to find gut Clerimond, 
Pacolet being with him, could ſpeak their Language, and took up their Lodging in a great Man's 
Houtie, but the Hoſt of the Houſe was ſomewhat doubtful, and when they were in the Chamber, 
would hearken, inſomuch that at laſt he underſtood they were Chriſtians ; whereupon he went to the 
King of Antioch, and ſaid: Sir, there are four Chriftians im my Houfe, who have entered your 
Land without paying Tribute.” The King ſaid: Thou haſt well done, let them be brought be- 
fore me: So being come, he ſaid unto Valentine: Chriſtian, I let thee underftand, that there be 
tuo things, one of which you muſt make Choice of, or elſe ſuffer Death. What is it, (quoth Valen- 
tine) for I would do any thing to ſave my Life? The King ſaid, you muſt either renounce your Chri- 


ſtian Faith, or elſe fight with a dreadful Dragon, that hath devoured many Men: ſhe is bigger than a 


Horſe, winged like a Fowl, feather'd like a Griffin, has the Head of a Serpent, a great Sting within 
her Mouth, a fierce Look, a Skin covered with red Scales, and hath the Feet of a Lion. Quoth Vales- 
tine, This is ſome hideous Monfter, yet I will try my Fortune againſt her, if you will but grant me 
one Requeſt, which is, that if I conquer this Dragon, you will then forſake Mahomer and become 
a Chriſtian. The King bound it with an Oath that he would, for there was never any yet return- 


ed alive that attempted it. Sir, (quoth Valentine, let me have a Bout or two with this Monſter. 


Then he cauſed a Shield to be made, and thereon faſtned a great Number of Spikes of Steel a Foot 
long, and as ſharp as Needles. | 


This Shield being made, Valentine put on Armour, and buckling on his Helm, girded his Sword 


to his Side, took Leave of his Men, and mounting his Horſe, iſſued out of the City. Being gone, 
every one got into their Windows to behold the Fight. Now they of the City were obliged to provide 
for the Dragon, either the Carcaſs of a Man or Beaſt, which, if they failed of none durſt venture out 
of the City, and having eaten her Prey, ſhe would return unto her Den again without doing any Harm. 
All ſuch Malefactors as any way deſerved Death were continually thrown unto this fearfal Monſter ; 
but if they had no Malefactors then they went to the Sea ſide, to take up Chriſtians if they happened 
to come on Shore, and they were brought to be devoured by the Dragon. e 
Now by this time is Valentine within Sight of the Dragon: She ſeeing him come towards her, 


cloſed her Wings moſt fiercely, caſting out of her Mouth Smoak like Fire: Then Valentine deſcended 


from his Horſe, and left his Sharp Axe at his Saddle-bow, and went towards the Serpent, thinking to 


have ſmitten her; but ſhe lifted up her Paw to ſmite Valentine, who ſubtilly watching his Opportunity 


lifted up his Shield (armed as you have heard with Spikes) and ſo the Serpent broached her Foot upon 


them, who feeling herſelf hurt ſhe cried moſt horribly, drawing back and recoiling : Valentine purſued, 
but when the Serpent ſaw him approach ſhe roſe upon her Feet, but much fearing the Shield, ſhe ran 


back. The King beholding this, ſaid: See yonder is a moſt valiant Knight, whom we ought to 
reverence for his Hardineſs.“ Alſo the fair Queen Ræſamond fell in Love with Valentine to ſee him fo 
adventurous. - | | | | 
Now grew the Battle fierce and dangerous between Valentine and the Dragon, but ftill ſhe fearing the 
Pricks of. the Shield, by which he held her in Play ; for in the one Hand he bore his Shield, and in the 
other his Sword, wherewith he gave the Serpent a marvellous Blow under the Ear, and with the Blow 
he broke his Sword, Valentine was in great _ when his Sword was broken, for the Beaft grew 
; | | | | _ fo 
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ſo angry, that with her Paw ſhe rent his Armour quite thro'. Valentine ſtill purſued her, and drew forth a b 
Knife and ſtruck it in her Throat, but ſhe little regarded it. Valentine ſeeing all this availed nothing, k 
ran and fetch'd the Axe from his Saddle-bow, and returning unto her, ſubtilly waiting his Advantage, 6 
gave the Serpent ſuch a Blow with his Axe, that he cut off moſt part of her Tail, at which ſhe roared N 
moſt hideouſly. After this ſhe flew at Valentines Head, and pulling off his Helm ſmote him to the t 
Ground, but he quickly getting up, was half amazed at his Head uncovered. Pacolet perceiving bis 2 
Maſter in Diſtreſs, got into the City, and putting himſelf in Armour, got another Helm and bore it to 0 
his Maſter. Valentine perceiving him, ſaid : Friend I am nigh well ſpent, go thy way and commend C 
me to my Friends, for if thou ſtay here thou muſt die with me. But for all this Pacolet came to Valentine d 
and delivered the Helm. The Serpent ſeeing that, came to Pacolet, and taking him by the right Leg \ 
;pull'd him under her, given him a puſh with her Paw, that he felt it through his Armour, and hac flain tc 
him, had not Valentine with his Axe cut off her Noſe, and put out one of her Eyes. Theſe Wounds " 
made the Beaſt mad, who opening her Wings, flew to the Top of a high Rock. Then went Valen. | 
nine to his Helm thinking to have put it on, but ſuddenly the Beaſt came flying down, and he was fain / 
to cover his Head with his Shield, which the Dragon ſpying, returned again to the Rock. Then Pa- 1 
rale put on Valentines Helm, and ſaid: *© Sir, I am ſore wounded, and muſt of Neceſſity return to the 
City to get ſome Relief, for my Strength faileth :* So he departed. As ſoon as the Dragan ſaw him * 
a great way off, ſhe attacked Valentine, and flying directly at his Head, thought to have laid Hold V 
thereon, but Valentine threw his Axe ſo right that he cut off one of her Wings, whereby ſhe could not b 
fly. The Dragon being down, Valentine quickly ſmote off the other Wing, ſo that the Battle was moſt 9 
violent between them, inſomuch that he was not able to lift up his Arm any longer to wield his Axe; 8 
but leaving all, he got upon a Tree to reſt his wearied Limbs, and the Beaſt not able to fly any more, £ 
beheld him with a cruel Countenance, caſting out of her Mouth nothing but ſtinking Vapours. Valen- V 
tine being well refreſhed came down, and went towards the Dragon, who ran fiercely at him. Valen- * 
tine {till put the Shield before him, and with his Axe cut her left Thigh, wherewith ſhe fell to the Earth: b 
Valentine ſtill purſued bis Stroaks, and ran his Axe ſo far into her Throat that ſhe fell down dead. : 
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held. Then the King cauſed Valentine's Wounds to be carefully healed. The Queen likewiſe honoured 


him, for ſhe was enamoured with him fo, that to gain his Love ſhe would have wrought the Death of 


the King her Huſband. | | 
Valentine having well refreſhed himſelf, and healed his Wounds in the City of Antioch, ſaid unto the 
King: Sir, you emember your Promiſe, that you and your People would receive Baptiſm if 1 over- 
came the Dragon; you ſee ſhe is lain by me only.“ True, (quoth the King) and what I have promiſed 
Iwill perform :* And there pon ſent this preſent Edict throughout the Land, that every one ſhould 
forſake Mahomet, and be Baptiſed. The Queen ſent for Valentine to her Chamber, who-preſently 
went to her, and faid, Lady, Iam come at your Command, and ready to do you Service.“ Ah! faid the 
Lady, thou art of great Hardineſs, Wiſdom, Strength, and all Beauties belonging to a famous Warri- 
or: Happy is the Lady that ſhall enjoy thy Love; O ! that I were not a Woman, or a Woman not 
under Subjection: O! I could love thee beyond human Reaſon, hadſt thou but ſo much Liberty as to 


embrace me and grant me Love, Lady, (quoth Valentine) I thank you, but you have wedded a puiſ- 


ſant King, and him only you ought to love and honour.” Knight, ſaid ſhe, tis true, I have been 
erer conſtant to him, but ſince I beheld thee all my Thoughts are captivated. Valentine ſeeing the 
Queen ſo eager, replied ; Lady, if the King ſhould but know or ſuſpe& me, I ſhould ſurely be put to 
Death. Again, he is old, you are young, reſt yourſelf content till I return from my intended Journey 
to the holy Sepulchre, and then if the King be dead I will give myſelf unto you. 

Hereupon ſhe played the part of many Women who are weary of their Huſbands for the Love of 
others; even ſo began this Queen to practice, for one Night as ſhe was going to Bed, a Cup of Wine 
was brought unto her, as the Cuſtom was, wherein ſhe. conveyed Poyſon, and after preſented it to the 
King: but he having ſome Doubt thereof diſliked it, ſaying: © Lady, look what Drink you have 


brewed, either drink it yourſelf or tell me what you put in it?“ the Lady being in this Perplexity, 


knew not what to ſay, but falling on her Knees, craved Pardon, and ſaid, Valentine procured it to be 
done: I believe thee, (quoth the King) and pardon thee ; ſo they lay together that Night, and ſhe 
requeſted that Valentine might be put to Death: He ſhall as ſure as I live, (quoth the King) Hearing 
the King ſay ſo, ſhe was very ſorrowful, and ſecretly. calling to one of her Maidens, ſent to Valentins 
to tell him her Will, and what the King had decreed againſt him: Valentine hearing of this Accuſati- 


on, whereof he was innocent, ſaid; What will not a Woman undertake? Now for the Love of the 
Queen I muſt depart like a Traitor, or elſe lay her Shame ſtill open to the World: Well, I will rather 
depart with Diſhonour to myſelf than her. And therewithal calling up his Attendants, before the 


Morning he departed the City, and came to the-Sea-ſide where there lay a Ship full of Paſſengers ready 


to put off; amongſt the reſt goes he and his Company; ſo hoiſting Sails they departed. On the Mor- 
row when the King was up, he cauſed all his Nobles to be aſſembled, and ſaid unto them, Lords, I am 
molt deceived in the Man I moſt truſted, and he whom in Heart I held deareſt hath betrayed me. 
Valentine T mean, who to gain the lawleſs love of my Queen, hath ſtirred her up to poyſon me- 


Therefore let us proceed to judge him ſome ſhameful Death. 


Amongſt the reſt, an aged wiſe Baron ſaid, we have no reaſon to proceed againſt an Offender: 


without calling him to anſwer. Again, were he ever ſo great an Offender we ought to hear him. 
Whereupon Valentine was ſent for, but inſtead of Valentine came his Hoſt, who told them he was gone 
before the break of Day from. his Houſe, but whither he knew not. The King hearing of this, ſud - 


denly ſent forth Men to follow and purſue him; but all in vain, for he was paſt their reach on the Sea. 
Shortly after that the King of Antioch was converted; but his Wife's Father, Brandiffer a Turk, had ſo 
great Spleen, againſt the King for altering his Religion, that he ſent to him for his Daughter Roſamond. -- 
When the King heard this unjuſt Demand, he gainſayed him; whereupon, Brandiffer came upon him 
with an hundred thouſand Pagans, and beſieged his City. At laſt within the Compaſs of four Months 


by Treachery he obtained it, took the King Priſoner, and ſuddenly put him to Death, and crowned 


himſelf King of Antioch. This done he returned into his Realm, but as he was on the Sea, by a 


Tempeſt he was forced into the Land of Greece, to a little City called Cretophe. 
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Within this City was the Emperor of Greece newly arrived, where he and the Green Knight, with ſome 


other Company had rode forth to ſport themſelves, and not knowing of the Pagans being there, fell 


into the Hands of Brandifer's Soldiers; and being taken by them, they haſted towards the City, 
thinking to have ſeiz'd the whole, but they found it manfully defended. 

The Men of Cretophe were very ſorry for the Loſs of the Emperor and the Green Knight. At laſt 
they de.ermined to fend Letters unto Helliſant of what had bappen d, and to demand Aid againſt theſe 


Pagans. The Lady receiving theſe Letters was wondrous fad, and fending for their Captains and Men 


- 


of War, made Freparations for a {peedy Revenge. Alſo ſhe ſent for her Son Orſon, and craved Aid of 
her Brother King Pepin: But Brandiffer had Scouts abroad to give him Notice of all that had happened, 
and fearing the Force of the Greeks, and their Priſoners L.ofs, they ſtole to the Sea- ide, fo taking Ship, 
in a ſhort time they arrived at Leize, in which Place they took a Caſtle wherein was kept his two 
Daughters, Ro/amond and Galazy, who for their Beauty had been demanded by fourteen Kings, 
Brandgiffer had yet no deſign to marry them, wherefore he cauſed them to be kept within this Caſtle, 
for it was the ſrongeſt in the Land, and had a Bridge made by ſuch cunning Art that but one could 
paſs at a time: At the end of this Bridge, two fierce Lions ſtood to keep the Entry of the Caſtle. The 
Lady Galaxy was kept in a Dungeon, under which was a Cave, wherein the Emperor and the Green 
Mg bt, with other Chrittians which had been there a long time, were put. Where we leave them, 
and we mall ſhew you ſomewhat of the Lady Clerimond who ſtill remained in India. 
| . AXXVL | 
How Clerimond, after the Year aas paſt, feirned herſelf mad, becauſe ſhe would not wed the King of 
India: And of Lucar that would revenge the Death of his Father King Trompart upon the King of 
India Hoco Lucar iz the City of Eſclariana, wedded Roſamond the fair Daughter of Brandifter : 
Aud how JOY defarted from Eiclardy to breath out Defiance; and of the Anfwer he brought from 
the Indian King. | | 

OU have . #4 heard of the Neath of King Trompart, who ſtole away the Lady Clerimond 
upon Pack/et's Horſe ; Alſo how ſhe. got Pardon for one whole Year before ſhe would marry, 
Now is the time expired, and all this while appeareth no Succour for her Relief which ſhe had fo lon 
expected, there ore (poor Lady) new is ſhe put to her Shifts, and to fave her Maiden-head fhe feigned 
herſelf very ſick. This News came to the King's Ear, that the fair Cleri mond was extream fick, at 
which he grew very ſad, and came to viſit her; at laſt he would have put his Hand upon her Head to 
have held it, but the refuſing took his Hand away, and lift up her Head herſelf, making Signs that ſhe 
would bite him, at which Action he wondered, and grew much aſtoniſhed thereat. 


| After this ſhe rowled her Eyes up and down, and made grievous Faces, in ſuch wiſe that the King 
got him out of the Chamber, fearing leſt ſhe ſhould prove mad. In this Manner ſhe continued a long 


time, and did act the Matter ſo well, that within fifteen Days ſhe ſeemed more like a Beaſt than a Wo- 
man: She made all her Attendants forſake her, for if ſhe caught them ſhe would leave ſome Mark be- 


hind her; ſo they left her alone, giving her Meat at the Window, for none could come near her. 


Qne while ſhe would put her Smock uppermoſt; anon ſhe would. bedaub her Face with Soot, and in this 


Condition the King came and beheld her, lamenting her Diſtemper, and ſaid unto her: Lady, now 


is the time come that I ſhould have you to Wife, therefore be co.nforted, and be not thus impatient.” 
The I.ady underſtanding him well, made ſhew as if ſhe would beat him, and then fell into 


a ſtrange Fit of Madneſs: One while ſhe would run againſt the Chimney, another while fall 


into a g:eat Laughter, then ſit down and make Faces, and all to preſerve her Chaſtity, Many 
ways were tried for her Recovery, yet none prevailed: So leave we her in her Chamber, and 
return to Valentine, who with an ardent deſire is roving abroad, accompanied with Pacolet, to 
find out the Lady ( lerimond. Long have they travelled to find her, and now they are arrived in 
Eſclaray, which was the Kingdom of King Trompart, who carried away the Lady Clerimond on 
Pacolet's Horie. Being in the City they aſked for King Trompart ; they told him he was flain by 
the King of India, and that at this preſent Lucar his Son would revenge his Death upon him, and 
to that End he hath newly muſtered up his Powers, and engaged many royal Kings to _ 
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take this War. Then ſpoke Pacolet, who well underſtood their Language, ſaying; Of what Account is 
this King Lucar? In Anſwer to which they told him, that he would ſhortly marry the Davghter of Bran- 
#for,that was late Wife to the King of Autioch, who was ſlain by Brandiffer becauſe he forſook his Religion. 
At this Tale Valentine was much ſurpriz'd, and wonder'd at this ſudden Alteration, but at laſt ſaid: 
Know you what is become of the Lady that King Trompart brought with him ? Of her we hear no Ti- 


dings, quoth his Hoſt. Teil me then, ſaid Valentine, where is King Lucar at this preſent, for I would - 


fain ſerve under him for Wages, for my Money is fallen ſhort, and 1 have a great Deſire to follow the 
War? Marry, faid the Hoſt, King Lucar is in E/c/ardy, and there you ſhall find him accompanied with a 
huge Army, attending Brandiffer to receive his Daughter in Wedlock. Valentine hearing all this ho- 
ped to hear of Clerimend, and ſo he departed and came to E/c/ardy to ſerve King Lucar. 

Lucar being in the City of E/c/ardy, thither came Brandiffer with his Daughter, at Sight of whom 
King Lucar was joyful, but the Lady was ſad, for of all others ſhe never could effect him, yet ſhe 
was led into the Hall and there married unto him. Valentine being abroad, and entring a Wood he 


heard the crying Voice of a Woman, whom a Sarazen would have raviſhed : Valentine ftill hearing 
the Cry, ſaid to Pacolet, ride faſter ; for this Cry is more and more in my Ear, and we fhall do a cha- 


ritable Deed in relieving the opprefled. Sir, ſaid Pacolet meddle not in this Matter, for you know not 
what Danger you may be brought into. | 
/acolet thou ſpeakeſt fooliſhly, for he is not worthy the Name of a Knight, that will not aid in time 
of Neceflity : So he rode up and down the Wood, till at laſt he lighted on a Sarazen that had got a 
Lady under him. Then Valentine faid : * My Friend forfake the Lady, and betake you to your Arms 
to combat with me, for you may well perceive ſhe loveth you not.” By Mahomet, quoth the Pagan, I ac- 
cept thy Challenge, and will make thee know that in an evil Hour thou cameſt hither.” Thete Words 
paſt he left the Lady, ard mounting his Horſe, took hisShield and ſpear, and being prepared they made 
againft each other fo fiercely, that Valentine ran his Spear thro" the Body of the Pagan, mſomuch that 
he fell down dead. Then went Valentine to the Maiden, and ſaid: Damſel, now is your Enemy 
laid in the Duſt, but I pray you ſhew me the Cauſe why this Man brought you into this Wood? Sir, 
I will tell you nothing ſave the Truth; ſo it was, that yeſternight late he came to my Father's Houſe 
to lodge, and there attempting the uſe of my Body but could not obtain it. he departed from me, and 


went into the Chamber of my Father and there flew him. Afterward he thought he ſhoald ſurely 


have got his Will of mein this manner as you ſee, from which by your Manhood, I am freed and my 


Honour ſaved; do with me what pleaſeth you, for your Body hath ranſomed mine; and beſides as 
you have won me, I yield to your Pleaſure. Damſel, by me thou ſhalt receive no Wrong, return to 
your Houſe, and keep well your Chaſtity. So Valentine left the Maiden and took his way towards 


E/clardy. This Pagan had certain Attendants which were gone to ſeek him, and as ſoon as they had 
found him dead, they told his Misfortune to the King, ſaying : © Our Maſter and Marſhal lies flain in 
the Wood.“ The King was at this News right heavy, and preſently ſent out in fearch, to ſee if they 
could find the Murderer At laſt Valentine and his Company were taken, who were confin'd and bea- 


ten by the King's Command. Now in th is Caſtle was Ro/amend, who knew Valentine, and was very 


ſorrowful for him; anon ſhe went unto the King, and ſaid; Alas Sir! do this Knight no harm, for | 


vow he is the valianteſt Knight breathing: he is called Valentine of France that flew the mighty Dragon 
before the City of Antioch; make much of him, and take him into your Service, for his Fellow-lives 
not in the World. Lady, ſaid the King, oftentimes have I heard much Talk of his Proweſs, and I 
have much deſired to have a Sight of him. Then he called Valentine unto him, and faid : Enight, fear 
not Death, but know that above all Men I love and hold you dear; you and all yours I receive into my 
Pay; yet one thing ſtill remaineth which you muſt do for me, which is that you go into India and de- 


fy the King thereof in my Name, telling him that J am ready to revenge the Death of my Father, 


whom he hath ſhamefully put to death, except he come preſently with a Cord about his Neck, ready 
to receive the Sentence which by me and my Barens ſhall be impoſed upon him: if be deny, it, 
tell him I will ſhortly viſit his Land and him with a War, and not leave Town or Village uoragſacked, * 


nor ſpare the Life of any. Sir, ſaid Valentine, all this I ſhall gladly do, altho' 1 know it to be a 
dangerous Adventure.” 228 | | 


Ly 
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The Queen Roſamond, ſeeing Yale:.:'ne ready to depart, entered into her Chamber, and by one of 
her Daimlels ſent for him; when he came he ſaluted her with great Reverence, then ſhe ſaid to 
him: Knight, you are welcome, for I had a great Deſire to ſee you." So had I Lady, (quoth Ya. 
lentin:) as great a Deſire to ſee you; For ſince I ſaw you, I unde: ſtand your Hufband is dead, and 
that you are newly married again. Lady, you know that for Love of you at 42i9ch, J was in great 
Danger of my Life: Tis true, (ſaid the Lady) and I acknowledge myſelf guilty, and it was occa- 


honed only out of Love to you. But now hath my Father beſtow'd me on King Lucar, who is rich 


above Meaſure, yet I cannot fancy him; he is a perfidious Traytor, and ſince you entered this Palace 
he is grown ſo jealous of you, that he ſends you into /n4ia hoping you ſhall never return again, 
for never yet came any back alive: But I will circumvent him and ſet you free from Danger. There. 
fore know this, that not long ago the King of India requeſted me for his Wife; and the Truth is, I 
loved him better than this Traytor, but my Father croſſed me in it: Now this King of India, in 
Token of Love, ſent mea Ring, which hitherto I have kept and never ſhewn it to any ſave your. 
ſelf : but ſeeing I perceive the Malice of Lacar towards you, I will give you that which ſhall defend 
you from Danger, and make you return a victorious Knight; and tho' J am ſure you have no need 
of my Love, in that you have promiſed it to another Lady, yet I cannot but confeſs my Heart with 
Love to you lies enthrall'd. Therefore, when you come before the King of India, this ſhall you do: 


After Reverence made and Salutations from King Lucar, next greet him for me as my Love and 


ſecret Friend, and tell him, tho' my Father hath given me King Lucar, yet his Love cannot once 
ſlip out of my Breaſt, but ſtill hath Aſſurance and full hope one Day or other to meet with him 
again, and enjoy our wiſhed Pleaſure ; tell him alſo, that when King Lucar bringeth his Hoſt I will 
come with him, and then if there be any Valour in him he may carry me whither he will. Now to 
the end he ſhall not find your Words to be in vain, bear him this Ring. Lady, (quoth Yalentine.) 
for your care, Love and Good-will towards me I humbly thank you, and make no doubt but I ſhall 
deliver your Meſſage effectually to the King of India, and thou ſhalt ſhortly have anſwer thereof. 
So taking his Leave he went to King Lucar who allowed him ten Mariners to conduct him over an 
Arm of the Sea that lies between £E/c/ardy and India, and having a proſperous Wind, the next 
Morning they arrived at the Port two Miles from the Palace of the King of Iadia. Then Valentine 
being arrived, he drew forth his Horſe, out of the Ship, and mounted him, and ſaid unto the Mariners: 
Abide here till I return, for it ſhall not be long e'er I be diſpatched. One of the Mariners ſaid unto 
the reſt, if thou return the Devil muſt bring thee, for of fifty Meſſengers not one returned again. 
Valentine heard this muttering Speech, but made no Anſwer : So he took his Way to the City, and 
when he was come near the Palace, he alighted off his Horſe and went to the King who was in the 
Hall richly adorned, accompanied with three other Kings. As ſoon as he came up to the Hall the 
King ſaluted him with a wrinkled Brow, and thought he was a meſſenger of King Lucar, and there. 
fore ſaid unto him: Art thou not a Servant of King Lucar ? Sir, (ſaid Valentine,) I am, and bring you 
Tidings that will fret your Heart ; but on the other Side, I bring you ſuch joyful Tidings from the fair 
Roſamond, that your very Soul will leap to hear it: Meſſenger know this, that in ſpite of King Lucar, thou 
ſhouldeſt have ſuffered Death, but for the Love and Reverence I owe unto that Lady, thou ſhalt receive 


no Injury it fo be that thou canſt ſhew me any Token from her. Yes, (ſaid Valentine) that I ſhall ſhew _ 


you and deliver my Meſſage with ſuch Applauſe, that I will not ſwerve from the Truth thereof. That I 
belong to King Lucar you know, who by me ſendeth theſe words, that for the Death of his Father, you 
muſt come and yield to his Mercy with a Rope about your Neck as a Man, guilty of ſo foul a Deed, tore- 
ceiveSentence of Death according to your Deſert; If you refuſe it (as aMeſſenger)I breath forth defiance a- 
gainſt you, and tell you that he will ſhorily come and lay waſte your Lands, and ranſack yourDominions, 

Meſſenger I underſtand thee, and ſet flight by theſe bold Threats. And for anſwer to this Matter, 
thou ſhalt have Letters wherein ſhall be explained how little I regard his Menaces, and alio how rea- 
dy I am to receive his Forces that ſhall whip my Land: Therefore leave theſe Brags and return to that 
thou haſt to ſay concerning the fair Roſamond, tor I defire to hear from her moſt of all. Sir, ſaid 


Valentine, on her Behalf I ſalute you as her Love, and ſhe ſendeth you Word, that ſhe is againſt her 


Will married to King Lacar, whom ſhe never loved. Again, the poor Lady is ſo burthened with 


Love towards you, that if ſhe might have her Will, you ſhould ſoon perceive that none ſhould enjoy 


her but yourſelf if you be ſo content. Now 


or tt Er. ©, BD) hr 


he, — — foes BY 


„ Io ny . oe \oﬀÞAOF AY Þ ' 


— RT » A/ * JE 1 UN CT 


+ 


Now to come ſomewhat nearer, ſhe told me that ſhe will come hither in the Company of the King 
ker Huſband, when he taketh up Arms to invade you, and then may you find means to nccomak 
your Deſire at Pleafure : By Mabomet, ſaid the Indian King, this pleaſeth me extreamly. Sir, ſaid 
Valentine. whether this came from a true Heart or no I cannot tell, but for a Token that all is true 
that J have ſaid, receive here this Ring which you gave unto her, and tho' Women do prove variable, 
yet methinks ſhe ſpeaks to you from the moſt inward Receſſes of her Heart. Friend, quoth he, this 
is the fame Ring indeed, and my Heart is overcome with Joy: Go thy ways in, and take thy Repaſt, 
while in the mean time I prepare Letters which thou ſhalt tale with thee to anſwer this Defiance. Va- 
lntine went as the King commanded, and was highly. feaſted, ſtill enquiring after Clerimond, but could 
not hear of her. By this time came the King and delivered to him the Letters, ſo Valentine took + 
his Leave of him, but could not get any Account of his fair Lady Clerimond, who-had ſuffered many 
ſorrowful Days for him, and who fill defires to hear of him: In the end he ſhall find her, but he muſt 
ſuffer many Tribulations, and had Atchievements, as you may afterwards hear more at large, 
Valentine made great haſte to be freed out of India, and taking Horſe he came to the Haven where 


the Mariners ſtaid; at his coming they were amazed, and thought that he had not done his Meſſage: 


* Maſters, quoth Valentine, fear nothing, for I have accompliſh'd my Meſſage, and am ſafely returned.“ 
Then the Mariners ſaid, We much marvel thereat.“ At theſe Words he took Ship, and on the Morrow 
they were in Eſclaray. Valentine made no Stay, but as ſoon as he had mounted his Horſe he went to 
the Palace of the King, finding him there accompanied with King Brandifer and fourteen other Kings 
that were come to the Succour of King Lucar againſt the Indian King. At the return of Valentine they 
wonder'd, for the King ſent him on purpoſe never to return; however he made Valentine come before 
them all, to tell Tidings of his Meſſage. Valentine began thus to ſay. © He regards not all your Threats 
a Straw ; he is fierce and proud, and ſays, if you have a mind to come to him, yet he has a greater 
Deſire to come to you; and that you may know that I deliver nothing ſave the Truth; here is a Letter 
ſealed with his own Hand, in which you ſhall underſtand his Mind more at arge, This Letter being 
broke open, they found Valentines Words to be true. King Brandiſſer underſtanding this Anſwer, 
{wore by all the Gods that he would never return home again, but with ViQory, or Loſs of Life. 
The next Morning they betook them to the Seas, with an Hoſt of two hundred thoufand Sa- 
razens, The King carried Ro/amoud along with him, and were quickly there. Being Ianded, 
they pitched their Tents in a pleaſant Field before the City, whilſt they of the City made faſt the 
Gates. The King himſelf got up into a high Lower to behold their Order, ſo that by the River- 
fide he might ſpy their rich Pavillions, gallantly furniſh'd with Arms and Streamers ; then the King 
called unto him certain Heralds of Arms, to know by thoſe Arms whoſe Tents they were. The firſt, _ 
quoth they, is Brandi fers; the ſecond Lucar's, and the third is Re/amond's with her Ladies. When 
the King underſtood that Roſamond was there, his Heart leap'd for Joy, and ſaid ; It is now no time 
to ſleep, he that will have the Love of a fair Lady, muſt venture Life and Goods, or elſe he is not 
worthy of her who will take no Pains. Hereupon reſolving he preſently put his Men in Battle array, 
and ſuddenly iflued out of the City upon his Enemies, for they were not'in a ReaCineſs, and they lit- 


tle thought the Indian had been ſo fierce ; but Love made him do it. 


When the King ſaw Brandi per ordering his Men in Battle-array, he left his Troops, and with 
great Speed rode towards the Pavillion of the Ladies: Now when Ro/amond beheld it was he, ſhe 
gave all the reſt of her Company the ſlip, and ran violently into his Arms, who joyfully re- 
ceived her. The Indian King perceiving her good Will, got her up behind him, and putting Spurs to 
his Horſe, ſhe ſaid : © My Love is only fixed on you, and for you have I long mourned, for. I never 


hated Man ſo much as I do King Lucar, but now I pray thee let me bid him farewel, and I will 


keep myſelf only to thee ſo long as I live.” Lady, quoth the Indian, doubt not, for [ will not fail you, 
and here I vow e'er three Days paſs to make you Queen of India, and Miſtreſs of all my Land. Theſe 
Words paſſed as he was riding away with the. Lady Roſamond. At laſt the Guard of Maidens came out 
of the Pavillion, and ran unto the King, ſaying : My Lord, there is evil Tidings, for this Day ha ye 


you loft the Lady Roſamond ; for the King of India, your utmoſt Enemy hath ſtolen her hene, and 


has rode away with her; therefore quickly ſend your Men of War, and follow bim, that hey Way 
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fave the Honour of the Queen. © Hold your Peace, quoth Lucey, and talk no more, for he that hath an 
evil Wife, it is well if he can getrid of her; altho%he had a heavy Heart.“ After this he went to King 
Brandi fer, and ſaid: Sir, 1 have ſmall Joy of your Daughter, who hath left me to run away with a 
Stranger, and one that is mine Enemy, leaving me in Reproach and Shame.“ Fair Son, ſaid Brardifer, be 
not diſcontented, for to day I will be revenged on him that carried her away,” So putting Spurs to his 
Horſe, rode after him gathering a great Company of Men. Amongſt the reſt Valentine was willingto 
ſhew his Fidelity, whoſaid unto Pacolet, Now ſhew by thy Art ſomewhat. *'Then Pacelet raiſed ſuch a 
Charm which ſo aſtoniſhed the Indian's Eye-fight, that it ſeemed to him there was nothing before his 


Horſe but Woods, Buſhes, and great Rivers. At thls He was ſo amazed, that he made the Lady a- | 


light; when the Queen was on the Ground, ſhe thought to uſe Means to fave her Life with the King; but 
Valentine wes ſo near to her, that he ſaid : Lady abide ; you muſt go with me, for you have a long time 
promiſed me your Love.“ Ah Valentine! 1 owe you but little Love, for once I made Love unto you 
and you refuſed me, therefore I am reſolved to ſeek another; but ſeeing I am croſſed thus, I yield my 
felf as your Vaſſal, ſo you will make Peace with King Lucar.” 
Lady ſaid Valentine, I will do my Endeavour. So he led her to King Lucar, and ſaid unto him, Sir 
here is the Lady Roſamond your Wife whom the Indian Traytor hath led away againſt her Will, for 
which ſhe was right ſorrowful, Sir, quoth the Lady, he telleth you true, for even as the Battle was be- 
gun, I ſaw one come tome, and thinking it had been one of your Barons, that had come to ſuccour me, 
without any further Enquiry, I mounted on his Horſe: Being on Horſeback, I perceived that then J 
was betrayed, ſo I ſtruggled and pulled him by the Hair, and ſcratched him on the Face, and torcing 
him to let me go, I have by the Help of this good Knight eſcaped. Lady. ſaid Lucar, you have well 
done; but at preſent we have no Leiſure to enquire thereof, So he left the Lady, and returned 
to the Battle. They of India returned into the City, who had loſt divers valiant Leaders, but none fo 
fretted the Indian to the Heart as the Lois of Ro/amend. Alas, Lady, ſaid he, I have failed thee in thy 


_ Extremity ; bu: ſurely I was enchanted ; on the iudden methought I ſaw Woods, Fields and 


ivers ; for ſhe was no ſooner down on the Ground but all was plain and even before me. Valentine 
had great Praiſe for getting again the Lady, and ſhe ſhewed him a fair Countenance in that he had ſuc- 
coured her, but it was feigned, for ſhe hated him to death; but putting up this Miſchance, ſhe 
watched her time, and in the End ſhe accompliſh'd her Deſire, by putting her ill deſigns in exe- 
cCution. 

It is a common ſaying. Women ſeldom want deceit,” (as here it appeareth in Ro/amond) for ſome 
four Years after ſhe rode forth of her Tent, pretending to take the Air, but took her Way towards 
the King of India, having ſome time before given him Intelligence of her Intent, deſiring him. that 
when he ſaw her out of Danger, ſuddenly to come and ſeize her as his Priſoner, and carry her away. 
The King did according to her Direction. So, ſuddenly iſſuing out, he came and took her Horſe 
by the Head, and led him into the City. | | NT 
Hereupon began a Cry throughout the Hoſt of King Lurar, that Roſamond was ſurpriz'd, and paſt 
Recovery. This grieved Lucar to the Heart, who gave out, that whoſoever would recover her out of 
his Hands ſhould be made a Seneſchal. Sir, faid Pacolet, If you be pleaſed to confer that Dignity 
on me, I will ſo work that I will fetch her back. Nay, faid Valentine, let her go, once I regain d 


her, thinking that ſhe would be conſtant unto her Huſband, but all was in vain. The ſame Day that 


the King had her, he lay with her and begat a Son call'd Robeftre, who afterwards had the Poſſeſſion. 
of Feruſalem. Lucar was right ſorrowful for the Loſs of his Wife, but Brandi fer her Father comfort- 
ed him ſaying ; Son, take Courage, and let us be revenged before we depart: But it fell out other- 
wiſe, for that Day came a Meſſenger unto him, who brought him 2 which was, that 
King Pepin of France, and the Emperor of Greece were entred his Land, burning and ſpoiling many 
Places, and were now on the Siege of Angory, in which City his Lady lay now in Child- bed; there- 
fore you muſt take a Courſe to reſtrain the Fury of the Enemy, or elſe endure ſuch Wreck as will be 
lamentable to behold. . Fj 


Brandi fer hereat amazed, went to his Son Lycar and faid Son, here ade evil Tidings come; 
the French have entred my Land, waſting and deftroying all things; therefore 1 muſt leave 


you 
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you and look after my own : But I will tel] you what you ſhall do: ſend ſome Knight to the Indian to 
demand your Wife; upon this Condition, that you will firſt forget the Death of your Father, and 

that you will raiſe your Siege and be gone. Therefore he ſent Yalertine unto the King of India, to 
declare this Meſſage. Being come before him, he ſaid ; Great King, I am come from King Lucar, 

who ſays, that if you wil! reſtore his Wife back he will forget his Father's Death, and will raiſe his 
Siege and be gone. To whom the Indian thus replied ; if he will have a Wife, he muſt go and ſeek 
another, ſor he ſhall never again enjoy her. Valentine having received this Anſwer departed and 
came unto King Lucar, telling him all that the Indian King had ſaid, which grieved him to the very 
Heart. h © 

Lucar having by this Means, cauſed Prandifer to ſtay with him, ſent Valentine and Murgulant to 

raiſe the Siege which King Peætin had laid againſt Augory. And as they were under Sail, Valentine 
ſpying a glittering Tower, aſked what it might be? Then the Mariners deſcribed it to him. Now they 

were come within Sight of King Pepin's Tents, and Murgulaut having viewed the Chriſtian Forces, 
found their Number to be great: Then, ſaid Valentine, let us ſecretly fend into the City, to acquaint 
them of our Coming, that To-morrow Morning they may iſſue out at that vide, and we will back 
them on this Side that none may eſcape our Hands. Pacolet ſtanding by ſaid, Let me be the Meſſen- 


ger, for I can ſpeak their Language. (Quoth Murgulant) go'thy Way. So Pacolet departed, but ſaid 


to himſelf, by Lo- morrow Night, you will ſing another Song. Pacolet being come to the very Gates 
of the City of Angory, the Keepers thought him to be ſome Spy, therefore they demanded of him, 
ſaying, whither goes this Fellow, you look as if you were ſome Spy. Tis true, (quoth Pacolet) but 
| am not for your Hurt, therefore bring me into the Hoſt of King Pepin, that I may ſpeak with my 


Lord Orſen, for I have a Matter of great Importance to acquaint him with. So they brought him in- 
to the Preſence of Orſon, who ſpying him was right joyful, and faid ; How fares my Brother Falen- 


tire? Then Pacolet told him of all his Adventures that had paſſed ſince they ſaw one another; and 
alſo how valiantly and wonderfully he had overcome the Serpent, and how he could hear no Tidings 
of Clerimond ; and told him that they were now come to bear Arms againſt them, accompanied with 
ten thouſand Pagans, under the Conduct of Valentine and Murgulant, and to chaſe you out of thoſe 


Confines by the Command of King Lucar and Brandifer: but if you will be ruled by me, I will ſend I 


the Pagans ſhortly home. (Quoth Or/n) do as thou haſt ſaid, and you will gain immortal Praiſe to 
your Poſterity. Sir, ſaid Pacolet, I am bound in all Duty to your Brother Valentine, and the Service 
that I ſhall now undertake will highly pleaſe him: Firſt, ſtand you ſtill upon your Guard, and in the 
Night put all your Men in a readineſs, - and that Valentine ſhall not be ſuſpected to be in the Plot, he 
Mall continue in his Tent, whilſt I caſt a ſtrong Sleep on the Sarazezs, and then may you come upon 
them and flay every Man. It is good, ſaid Or/on, fo Orſon ſent him to King Pepin, to make him ac- 
quainted with the Enterprize, on which Pacolet was royally entertained for that ume. 
to the End there ſhould be no Miſtruſt, gave certain Signs to Murgulaut. Being in the City, he found 
out Admiral Burnas, and ſaluted him with great Reverence, and delivered unto him the Meſſage 
which he had brought from Murgu ant, which was that of Brandifer's Party, there is now arrived 
ten thouſand ; and Murgalant ſends you Word by me, that To-morrow betimes you may have your 
Men in a Readineſs to aſſail the Chriſtians on the other Side of the City, and Murgalant will aſſail 
them on this Side, thereby to hem them up that not a Man may eſcape. 
hear theſe Tidings, but he knew not how this ſhould come to paſs. Pacolet took his Leave of him 
and returned back again to Vurgu/ent with Salutations from the Admiral. Murgulant gave him great 
Thanks for his Meſſage, and Pacolet departed ſecretly to ſpeak with Valentine. When he was come 
he faid thus unto him; Your Brother Orſon, and your Uncle Pepin greet you well by me, to whom I 


have related ihe whole Manner of your coming, becauſe I would know the Plot he had in Hand; for 


he durſt not reveal any Treaſon unto Valentine. 'The Night came wherein this bloody Stratagem was to 
be ated ; ſo Valentine commanded the Watch to be ſtrongly ſet, and would be in the Watch himſelf, 


but Hacolet found a way to prevent him, and cauſed him to abide in his Tent. In the dead time of 


he Night, Pacolet went among the Pagans, and caſt ſuch a Charm that they all fell aſleep. This 
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Opportunity was not let ſlip by King Pepin, for he with his Army entered the Hoſt with ſixty thou- 
fand fighting Men, and ſet fire amongſt the Tents and Pavillions, and killed all that were not deſtroyed by 
the Flames. At laſt they came to the Tent of Murgu/azt, who lay aſleep in his Bed, who being ſud- 
- denly affrighted, fxipped out, and one received his Body and a Dart, and fo he fell down dead. 

This aflault being given on the Sarazens, Pacolet ſaid unto Valentine, ſeek to ſave yourſelf, for the 
Chriſtians have killed the Watch, and entered the Hoſt. Paæcolet, ſaid Valentine, thou haſt made me 
break my Promiſe with Brandiffer, for which I ſhall ſurely die. Fear not, (quoth Pacolet) for he 
ſhall do no harm. The Morrow after Burnas, who knew not what had happened, iſſued out of 
Arngory and ſet upon King Pepin's Hoſt. The Battle grew both fierce and long: At laſt the Admiral 
couched his Spear, and running againſt the Knight of Bay ſtruck him ſtone dead; after that with his 
Sword, he ſlew Gyra/d of Paris; then came againſt Robert of Normandy and chopt off his Leg. At 
laſt King Pepin met with him, who couching his Spear, ran him quite thro'. The Pagans ſeeing their : 
Admiral dead retired into the City, the Chriſtians followed them; but they defended themſelves ſo | 
valiantly with Shot, that the Chriſtians were forced to forſake the Walls : But by ſome other Stratagem | 
they won the City, putting all the Saraxins to the Sword. Within this City was great Riches, which 
was divided among the Soldiers. | 

CHAP. XAAAVH. 


How Valentine returned back to India after the Battle, and bore with him the dead Body of King Mur— 
gulant : And how he heard Tidings of his Father: And how Pacolet freed the Indian King, and l:ft 
Brandifter in Priſon. How King 15M cauſed the hundred Men that watched the Indian to be drawn 
to Death at Horſes Tails: And Valentine and Pacolet departed ſecretly out of his Hoſt, nnd went to An- 
gory; And of the Viſion of King Pepin, and how he went into the Holy Land, with the twelve Peers 
of France. | 
2 HE City being taken by the Chriſtians, and Valentine finding the Body of Murgulant in the 

Field, cauſed it to be put up and covered with Black. After certain Days Sail they arrived where 

Lucar and Brandiffer were, and in a mourning Manner brought it before the two Kings as they ſat 

playing at Cheſs. As ſoon as King Lucar ſaw Valentine, he ſaid ; Knight, welcome home, how fareth 

eur Forces, have you put all the Chriſtians to flight, and taken King Pe/3z and his Nephew Or/on ?* 

Alas, (ſaid Valentine it is fallen out contrary, for we have loſt the Field, and all our Men are lain ; 

For King Farin who had the Charge of the Watch, let his Men ſleep, and ſo the Chriſtians came and 

made great Havock of our Army: As ſoon as I got any Tidings thereof I awaked my Men, hoping 

to ſave them, but it was too late. In this Battle was ſlain your Uncle Murga/ant, whoſe Body l have 
brought. This Spectacle fretted Brandi fer to the Heart, that in Madneſs he threw away the 
? Cheſs Board, and ſaid: Surely Valentine thou wert the Cauſe of this. (Quoth Valentine) I return 
him the Lye that ſays ſo, and will maintain my Innocence with my Sword. Nay, ſaid King Lucar, 
if he had plotted any Treaſon, he would never have come again. Then Brandiffer commanded the 
Body to be royally interr d. The News rejoiced the Indian, who hereupon gathering up all his Forces 
iſſued forth out of the City. The Battle being begun, Valentine threw himſelf into the thickeſt, 
fo that none durſt ſtand before him. At laſt meeting the Indian King, he ſmote him off his Horſe : 
Pacalet ſeeing him down, Valentine and he led him to the Tent of King Brandifer. When Ti- 
dings came that the Indian King was taken, he called unto his Men, ſaying; Follow hard and the 
Day is our own , which they accordingly did, and cauſed the Indians to retreat, When Brandiffer 
ſaw they withdrew themſelves, they followed them to the Gates, where there was on both Sides a great 
Slaughter: the Battle laſted ſo long, that Night obliged them to give over: Then Brandiffer and 
Lucar returned to their Tents, and defired that the Indian King ſhould be brought before him. When 
King Lucar ſaw him. he ſaid unto him; Traytor, the End of thy Lite is now at Hand. The Jnaian 
* made Shift to underſtand him, but ſaid never a Word. 
King Lucar had no ſooner ended his rough Speech to the Indian, but there arrived a Meſſen- 
ger, who ſaid unto Brandifer : I bring you ſad 'Fidings, O King ! for Pepin King of 2 
tt 22s ; | at 
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hath taken your City of Angory, and put to the Sword, Man, Woman and Child. Theſe are ill Ti- 
dings indeed, quoth Brandiffer, but ſeeing we have the King of India in Subjection, I hope ſhortly to - 


free my own Country. Then he ſaid unto King Lacar ; Son, fince we have the King of India ſecure, 


let us make ſhort Work with him, and to morrow Morning let him be hanged up; which being done, 
we will haſte into Angory againſt the French, and take Vengeance of theſe Wrongs done unto me: 
Alſo, I have there in a ſtrong Caſtle, the Emperor of Greece, and the Green Knight Priſoners, who at 
my coming hall ſuffer Death.“ Valentine being preſent, was glad to hear of his Father; and by a Sign 
he acquainted Pacolet that he ſhould very ſhorily ſtand in need of his Art, Who inwardly vowed, that 
he would find ſome Means to releaſe them out ot Priſon. Alſo the Indian looked wiſhfully on Valentine, 

and ſaid thus unto himſelf ; Curſed be that Hour that thou eſcapedſt my Hands, for had I put thee to 
Death theſe Dangers had never befallen me. Then King Lucar called a ſtrong Guard of armed Sarazers 


and ſaid unto then; Keep well this Traytor, and to morrow he ſhall be hanged. "Them they took him and 


brought him into one of the Pavillions, and bound him about the Middle to a Poſt, and to lefe him, 
falling to Play again. Now Valentine called Pacolet unto him, ſaying; 1 am doubtful whether Braz- 
dier has my Father a Priſoner or not, and if I were aſſured thereof 1 would not have endangered my 
Body as J have in his Service: But now is the time to be revenged. Sir, quoth Pacolet, you have 
ſmall Reaſon to bcar good Will; therefore if you pleaſe I will find a Way to free the Indian King, 
and to deliver Brandi ter into his Hands, ſo may your Uncle King Pepin hold Angory fill. This, quoth 
Valentine, would be worthy of Thanks, therefore proſecute thy Plot, that ſo 1 may help my Uncle, 
and deliver my Father. Pacolet having an Eye to what he would do, after Supper came among thoſe 
hundred that had the Charge of the Indian King: after they had made a Fire without the Pavillion, 
Pacolet caſt them all into a deep Sleep: Having ſo done, he went to the Iadian King, and ſaid: No- 
ble King, be glad in me, for ] am Mabomet, and am come to ſet you free; then go to thy Palace, and 
bear along with thee Brandifer, who ſhall not know whither he goeth. Alas! ſaid the Indian to Pa- 
colet, (taking him for Mahomet) it ſhould ſeem that I have deſerved well at thy Hands, when thou 
tookeſt ſo much Pains to come down and deliver me from Death and mine Enemies. King, ſaid Pacolet, 
truſt in me and believe the Counſel of thy Wife. Herewith Pacelet led him towards Brandi ger, cauſing 
all the Watch, to fall into a dead Sleep, and ſo enchanted them that he aroſe, made him ready and 
went along with the Indian King to-his Palace. a? 
The Indian being thus ſet free, gave Thanks to Mahomet for his Delivery: Then Pacolet brought 
him a Horſe, made him mount, and ſet Brandifer behind him, and ſent them packing for India, 
and ſo took his Leave, At laſt the Indian came to the Gates of his own City, and calling the Por- 
ter, was inſtantly let in. When Ro/amond beheld him, ſhe ſaid, Sir, you are right welcome 
home ; But how came you by my Father that you have brought him with you ; Is there a Peace 
concluded? No, quoth the King, Mahomet delivered him into my Hands, and freed me from Death. 
So by this time ended the Vigour of the Charm, and Brandiffer awaking, began to ſay ; How: 
came 1 hither ? Some Devil hath enchanted me Nay, ſaid the King, Mahomet hath brought us 
hither, that you may be at Peace with me. I had rather die: therefore ſet me free that I 
may go to my Hoſt again. Not ſo, for ſince you are here I mean to keep you. Now the Sara- 
ens that guarded the /ndian lay ſtill aſleep. At the Break of Day, King Lucar came to the Pa- 
villion where the Iadian lay; but when the Pagans ſaw him they cryed for Mercy, having loſt their 
Priſoner. Varlets, quoth Lucar, vour Lives ſhall pay for it; So he cauſed them to be drawn 
along the Streets at Horſes Tails, and after hanged. At which Pacolet laughed: But Valentine 


ſaid Friend, I ſhall] never be at eaſe till I have found out my Father, whom Brandiffer keepeth 


in Priſon. Here Valentine and Pacolet left the Pagans, and after travelled to hear Tidings of the 
Lady Clerimond. | 
You have heard before how King Pepin took Angory, So now will I diſcover to you the Trea- 
ſon aQed againſt him by Haufray and Henry. It happen'd as the King was in Bed in Angory, 
he had a Dream to this Effect: He thought that he beheld a Maſs-Prieft ſhewing unto him divers 
Relicts, beſides a ſumptuous Sepulchre; and three times this Apparitioa troubled him: The 
| L-8 Morning 
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Morning being now come, he called all tis Barons, and declared to them the Manner of this Dream 
and ſaid unto them, Lords I know not what may befal; but | think it ſome Deluſion, or elſe it may "why 
that I ſhould go viſit nete holy Places without thg City of Zeru/a/em. Then ipoke Orſen, I will go with 
you if you please, and allo Mi//ain Dauglur: after this the twelve Peers offer'd themſelves to aſliſt 
him in his Pilgrimage. The King ſeeing them fa forward gave them Thanks, and calling before him 
Haufray and Henry, and ſaid unto them: You know you are ty natural Sons, but yet in ſuch time 
were you gotten when I lad not one Foot of Land in France; therefore it is my Will that you enjoy 
this Land of Ango, fo keep it valiuntly. Taen Harfray ſaid to Herry: You underſtand the King 
our Father well, do you not? He will prefer us to ſtrange Lands, as if we were not worthy to be his 
Sons: Now he will leave Charles French and we mult be content with a foreign Part; therefore be 
ruled by me, and King Pejin ſhall never return into France to eſtabliſh his Heir. We wi'l work a 
Plot to deliver him into the Hands of the Pagais, and then we will be King of France and Emperor of 
Rome, ail which [ thirit after. Brother, quoth Henry, your Words are well put together; but how 
ſhall this thing be done? Haufray ſaid, | ihall tel] thee, Go unto King Brandiffer, tell him that I 
muſt have his Daughter Ga/azy ; and likewiſe tell him King Pefin and the twelve Peers of 
France do determine to go to the holy Sepulchre, and they may be eafily ſurprized, for they take 
along with them but a {mall Train. Brother, this will do well; Therefore make haſte to India, 
there you ſhall find King Lucar and Brandiffer ; When you have found them, acquaint them 
with the Plot, and I will go along with them. Quoth Haufray, I ſhall never be at quiet un- 
til this Buſineſs be finiſhed. Thus had they plotted Treaſon againſt their Father, who had 
now entred the Seas, thinking to accompliſn his Pilgrimage. Henry went along with them, 
and Haufray bath likewiſe taken his way towards India. So leave we them and return to other 
Matters. 

The Cailiff of Bendas being come into the Hoſt of Brandiffer and Lucar, made a Truce for a 
Month between them and the King of India: fo appointing a Day to meet, the Cailiff began 
thus to ſay: Lords, it is known unto you that the Chriſtians have taken the Realm of Angery, 
therefore, I wonder that you ſtay here maintaining a needleſs War; and ſuffer the Enemy to grow 
upon you in a Place of ſuch Importance; therefore liſten awhile to what I ſhall declare. 

True it is, that the King of India flew your Father King Trompart for killing his Uncle; this was 
one good turn for another: Therefore let the Indian deliver B: crdiffer, and as for Roſamond, let 
her be brought and ſet between the two Kings, Lucar and the Indian; and if ſhe will ſtay with the 
Indian let her; and if ſhe will go with Lucar let him receive her. This Counſel was generally ac- 
cepted, and Reſamend was brought forth; whereupon the Cailiff diſcloſed the Matter for which he 
was called. Reo/amond having heard what was ſaid, reſolved to ſtay with the Indian King: And Lucar 
departed very ſorrow ful. "0 
The ſame Day that the Cailiff procur'd this Confeſſion, Haufray came unto the Hoſt of Lucar and 
Brandiffer, and making haſte to their Pavillion, ſaluted them, unto whom Brazdifer ſaid ; What 
Wind hath driven you hither ? Sir, ſaid Haufray, what I have to deliver required Secrecy and At- 
tention. On which they withdrew from their Attendants, and then Haufray ſaid : Lord you know 
that I am Son to King Pepin of France, and underſtanding that you (ſpeaking to Brandiffer) have a 
beautiful Daughter; now if you wil! be pleaſed to give me her in Marriage, I will deliver into your 
Hands, my Father and all the Peers of France that fo much damnify'd you : For know that in the Ha- 
bit of Pilgrims they have taken a Journey to viſit the holy Sepulchre at Feruſalem, ſlenderly accom- 
panied: Quoth Braniiffer, for theſe Tidings I will give thee my Daughter Galaxy, but it will be 
upon Condition that you renounce your Faith. Yes, quoth Haufray, that I ſhall do: When 
King Brardiffer ſaw the Treachery of Haufray, firſt that he would betray his Father; next forſake 
his Religion, he withdrew himſelf to adviſe with King Zucar and the Cailiff, ſaying to them: You 
ſee the Treaſon of this Man that demandeth my Daughter; How dare I truſt him that ſceketh the 
Death of his Father, and the ruin of the whole State of France? No, I will not make Peace 
with ſuch an Homicide; I had rather fee my Daughter's Death than give her to ſo vile a 


% 
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After theſe Words he called Hayfray. and ſaid ; Sir, I am glad of your coming, and this ſhall be 
your Taſk, you ſhall go to my Daughter, and bear this Letter from me ? there paſs away the time 
till we have further Leiſure to reſolve on your Buſipeſs. Sir, ſaid Heufray, I am-ready to accompliſh 
your Demand. So he delivered him the Letter, and a hundred Men to conduct him on bis way: 
After they were at Sea, within few Days they came in Sight of the ſtrong Caſtie where Galszy was; 
when they were come to the Caſtle, the Porter call'd to them ſayipg; My Lords, you may not enter 
without ſome certain Token. Porter, ſaid Heufray, tell the Lady that we will fatisfie her. The Por- 
ter went to the Lady, and ſaid; Lady without your Gate ftands a Company of Men that fain weu!d 
encer, and I think they are come from your Father. The Lady bad her Gentleman-uſher go and 
know what they would have, and whence they were; who did as ſhe commanded : As foon as ſhe un- 
derſtood they came from her Father King ”rcndifer, ſhe bound up the Lions, and opened the Gate; 
ſo Haufray entered, and thought all this had been for his good; but it fell out contrary, for by T:ea- 
ſon he was entrapped. Being entred the Caſtle, he was brought before the Lady Galaæy, whoſe Beauty 
then amaz'd him, ſo that he was not able to ſpeak one Word. After ſome time he ſaluted the Lady, 
and ſaid unto her: Fair Sovereign, kno that for the great Renown J have heard of your admirable 
Beauty, I have left my Country and paſſed the Seas to acquaint your Father with that which ſhall 
make him happy, and ſo that you ſhall find me ſpeak nothing but Truth, Lo, here is a Letter by me 
from your Father.” The Lady taking the Letter read it; when ſhe read it, ſhe beheld Ea , ſay» 


ing, Vaſſal, I have read the Leiter, and find thee to be a Chriſtian, and that thou haſt ſold the Liſe F 


of thy Father, and the twelve Peers of France: All this my Father certifieth by his Letter unto me, 
and commandeth me that I determine what ſhall be done to thee. No fince I underſtand you to be 
ſuch a perfidious Traytor, I {wear by the Law profeſs, I will neither take Pity nor Mercy upon ſuch 
a Wretch as thou art: So ſhe called unto her Officers, and committed him to Priſon in a dark Dunge- 
on. Haufray feeing what had happen'd, ſaid ; It is a bitter Marriage unto me; inſtead of having 
your Perſon I ſhall have a Priſon ; and ſo he was convey'd away out of her Preſence. Now in the 
ſame Dungeon lay the Emperor of Greece and the Green Knight, and when they heard they ſhould 
have another Fellow-Priſoner, the Emperor, as ſoon as he came in, demanded of him whence he was? 
Haufray ſaid, It is no Matter from whence ; but know, I am the unhappy Haufray, Eaſtard Son to 
King Pepin of France. Why, quoth the Emperor, I am the Emperor of Greece; can you tell me how 
it fareth with my Brother King Pepin and my two Sons, and the Reſidue of the Peers of France ? Sir, 


| ſaid Havfray, they are in this Country of Hngory, and have gained the fame in Battle, So leave we 


them in Priſon, and return to Valentine and Pacolet. 
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Hixv Valentine and Pacolet came before the Caſile, and hixv Pacolet raed the Dewil to af his Counſel | 

abut tbe taking of the Caſtle: And how Brandiffer brought the twelve Peers of France into his ftrung 
Caſtle and impriſoned them. ; 2M 2252 of 
Fter many Days Sail, theſe two arrived at the Caſtle, and viewing it narrowly, thought it impreg- 

nable ; at laſt Pacolet ſaid: Sir, anon I'll tell you more: So he went aſide and caſt a Figure, 


and immediately there appeared unto him a Devil, who ſaid unto him; Leave off your Enterprize, for® - {{ 


the Caſtle is not to be taken but by Treaſon, and ſo vaniſhed : Suddenly after his Departure there aroſe 
a great Smoak about the Caſtle, inſomuch that Valentine loſt Sight of Pacolet, and was driven into an 
amazement. This Miſt being diſperſed, Pacolet came to Valentine and ſaid , Let us depart, for there is 
no way to conquer this-Caſtle but by Treaſon ;* ſo they forſook the Caſtle and went towards 4ngery z. 
Being there they demanded Tidings of King Pepin, but it was anſwer'd, he was gone towards Teru/alcm. 
on his Pilgrimage; however Valentine reſolved to Ray there till his Uncle returned, but all in vain, - 
for by the Treaſon of Haufray, King P:rpin was ſurprized by Brandiffer as you ſhall hear. 


King Pepin being come to Feru/alem by the Difectors of certain Guides, they were conducted 4 


to the Holy Places; During the time of their abode in Feruſalem came Brandiffer, the In. 
dian King, and King Lucar ; having had Intelligence by Haufray as yon have before heard, was 
accompanied with a great Hgſt of Men, and marched ſo far that they came to the King of Jury ; 


being come unto him, ke much marvelled at their coming, and after Salutations demanded the. 
. g a ; | Cauſe, 
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Cauſe. Then ſpoke Brandiſfer; Sir, know this, by a Chriſtian we are informed, that lately there is come 
into this holy City certain Pilgrims, the one of them is King Pepin of France, and the reſt are the twelve 
Peers: If it be ſo, we crave your Aid and Afſiflance ; for they are unto us mortal Enemies, and have 
tzken from me my City of Argery, making great Spoils within my Territories: Therefore, we defire 
that they may be delivered into our Hands, that we may proceed againſt them according to our Law. 
Your Demand is but reaſonable, quoth the King of Fury, therefore, let all be done according to your 
Wiſh ; for I am an Enemy unto all ſuch as ſhall! deride us and our Religion. Now hearken a little what 
I ſhall undertake ; I will ſend unto the Patriarch about this Matter, and if he has any French Pilgrims 
he ſhall preſently bring them before you. The King of Jury, ſent a Meſſenger unto the Patriarch to 
bring them before him: Then the Patriarch went unto the Pilgrims and faid ; Friends, you muſt come 
before the King of Jury, at which King Pepin grew excecding fad, for he thought he ſhould loſe his 
Lie; but yet let us conſider a little. and reſolve upon what ſhall be done; let us here make Henry our 
Lord, and [will wait on him as a Page, bearing his Hat and Staff. Herry being too ſkillfulin Treaſon, 
denied it, ſaying ; here is Orſen and Duke Millain more worthy than I, let them take it upon them, 
Quoth Mil/ain, fo you pleaſe I ſhall do any thing. Then they took their way towards the Pagan that 
ſent for them. Duke Millain took upon him the Perſon of the King, and the King was his Hat ſtaff. 
The” Patriarch after he had delivered them to the King, departed ; and the King of Jury ſald unto 
them : It is told me you are Frenchmen, come as Spies, and amongſt you is the King of France. Sir, 
ſaid one of the Company, the King of France is not here. How ! not here, ſaid the King of Jury, if 
he does not ſhew himſelf openly, F will commit you all to a grievous Death. Then ſpoke Henry the 
Traytor, and ſaid: It is not I. At theſe Words Duke Millain doubted Treaſon, and faid : Sir, I am 
the King of France, but withal ſuffer me to tell you a thing worthy of Note; we are all Chriſtians, 
and it is free for us to go ſafely, even by your own Laws and Cuſtoms of your Country, paying a cer- 
tain Tribute. Now this Tribute is by us duly paid and obſerved, therefore you do us much Wrong to 
detain us contrary to your Cuſtom. Say what you will, ſaid Jury, but to Spies there is no ſuch Privi- 
leges allowed. And now he called forth Brandi per and Lucar, and ſaid unto them; Lords, theſe be 
the Chrittian Spies, take them, and do with them as pleaſeth you. - Theſe Words uttered} the Pilgrims 
were lald hold on, and Brandi fer ſaid : Lords, let theſe be conveyed to my ſtrongeſt Caſtle, and put 
into the deepeſt Dungeon; which done, let us make haſte into Angory, and beat out all our Enemies, 
then into France, to bring them to our Subjection; this may be eaſily effected, fince we have all the 
Peers thereof in Captivity; for there is not a Man of Worth able to make Reſiſtance. This done, the 
ladian King required that he might have the leaſt of thoſe Priſoners to make him his Dwarf, of which 


was Ring Pepin : His Requeſt was granted; and ſo he took along with him King Pepin, and loved him 


exceedingly. | | 

The Jrgian King taking his Leave, every one of the Peers look'd pitifully on King Pep/z, but durſt 
not ſpeak to him. King Pepin being on his way with the Indian, began thus to lament. * How un- 
fortunate am I among them! Alas Duke Millain ! it grieves me molt for thee ; for thy Love towards 
me hath brought thy ſeif in Danger. But for my Son Henry, I lay my Curſe on thee. who refuſed to 
deliver thy Father in Caſe of Extremity. Farewel Bertha my Wife, and my young Son Charles; thy 


Caſe is moſt dangerous; for what will nota Traytor attempt againſt thee ! By this time is the /ndian 


come home into his own Land. When the Lady Roſamond ſaw him approach ſhe was right glad, and 


received him with Kindneſs : At laſt caſting her Eyes on King Pepin, who was of ſmall Stature, ſhe de- 


manded of the King where he had that little Man: Lady, faid the King, he was given me at 7eru/a- 


em, being come thither with the King of France and the twelve Peers. Ss 
But now let us return to ſpzak ſomewhat of Cl-rim;nd, who was in the Court of the Indian King. 


The King's Manner was, to fend her for every Meal the beſt Meat from his own Table; and 
one Night at Supper, he called King Pepin unto him, to carry her Proviſion, ſaying ; * Go into the 


Great Chamber on the other fide of the Court, there ſhalt thou find a fooliſh Woman, bear this from 


me to her.” King Pejin did as he was commanded, but when he ſaw her in thoſe Rags, he ſaid unto. 


her; © I pity your diſtreſſed Condition.“ When the Lady heard him ſay fo, ſhe faid ; Friend, pity thy 


elf, let me alone, I am not what I ſeem to be; but tell me art thou a Chriſtian ? e cool 
ing 


* 
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King Pepin, J am, and come from the realm of France. The Lady with a ſmiling Countenance 
ſaid; * Know you King Pepin, and his Nephw Valentine? Ay, quoth King Per in, and his Brother 
Or/on, and his Father the Emperor of Greece.” The Lady hearing him ſay io, began to ſhed Tears, 
but yet ſhe ſaid ; Friend may I truſt in you ?' © Ay, ſaid King Pepin, as well as if I were your natural 
Father.” Then know this fora Certainty, all that I have done is but counterfeit, for I am a Chriſtian, 
and the woeful Love of Valentine, that was given to him as his Wife, but was betrayed and ſtolen 
away by that Traytor King Trompart:* Thus ſhe unfolded the Manner of all theſe things. When 
King Pepin heard the Iamentable Adventures of this Lady, he began to weep, and faid unto himſelf - 
« Ha ! what Trull is in this World? Alas this poor Lady! Alas poor Valentine! and yet te ce it is 
my Chance at laſt to find her out in this unlook'd for Adventure.” Aſter he had ended theſe La- 
mentations he ſaid : Now I underſtand whom you are, and ſince you truſt me with the Secrets of 
your Heart, give me Leave alſo a little to ſhew you who I am: Here you may ſee me, ard in what 


manner I go cloathed; yet know that I am King Pefin of France, and by diſaſtrous Chance am 


fallen into this Servitude. As for Valentine, know that he undertaketh dangerous Adventures, and 
continueth ſtill without taking any Reſt : Now ſince I have knowledge of you, if between us we can 
make theſe things known to him, with great Joy you may embrace each other. At theſe Words 
the Lady ſwooned, but King Pepin ſeeing her recoverd left her, and went to the King who was at 
Supper. So here we reſt to talk any more of this Matter, and return to ſay ſomewhat of Brazdiffer 
and King Lucar, who were buſied in leading the twelve Peers of France to Priſon, 

Brandiffer having the twelve Peers in Priſon, and with them Haufray and Henry, the only Workers 
of the Treaſon, came unto this Caſtle, where he told the whole Enterprize to his Daughter, how the 
twelve Peers fell into his Hands. Having finiſhed his Tale, he put them in a Dungeon in which the 
Emperor, the Green Knight, and Haufray lay. | 

Henry was much troubled, but he durſt not diſcover his Mind to Brandifer, for he was the firſt 
that was led into the Dungeon; after him Millain Douglar, who by chance tell upon Hau ay, which 
made him angry: Be not angery, quoth Millain, for there are many more to come after me, to 
whom you mult give Place.” Haufray knew after that it was Duke Millain, and demanded of him 
by what Means he came thither : * Nay, quoth Millain, I rather wonder how you came here, for 


I am ſure we left you in the City of Angery. Quoth the Traytor, I was taken for a Spy, and for 
that I am brought hither.” Now are all theſe Lords ſorrowing in Priſon ; but when Haufray under- 


ſtood that King Pepin was not among them, he ſeemed outwardly exceeding glad, tho' in Heart he 
could with his Death. Every one looked for nothing but Death, ſave only Oran, who tore jt out 
comfortably, ſaying; Lords, let us truſt to my Brother Valentine and Pacelet, who by Enchantmeat 
can do much; but he little knew that the Caſtle was impregnable. Brandiſfer having made all ſure, 
called before him his Daughter Galaxy, and ſaid unto her: ] mult depart to ſatisfy mine Army ; being 


there, I ſhall meet with the Indian King and King Lucar, both which will aid me againſt the French | 


that holdeth the City of Angory, therefore keep well my Priſoners ; ſo he departed. When he came 


unto his Army he found King Lucar ready, in that he had ſent his Forces, but could not come him- 


ſelf directly, by reaſon that Roſamond was lately dead: but two Days after he came and joined him, 
The two Kings gathered up their Forces, and took their way towards 4zgory; being come, Valentine 
had Knowledge thereof, who kept the City for King Pepin. This much amazed the noble Valentine 


when he ſaw the Tents ſo nigh him e Atlaſt he called Pacolet unto him faying; I wonder I-hear 


not of my Uncle King Pepin.” Fear not ſaid Pacolet, for-e'er long we ſhall hear better News, 
and thereupon depart from Argery, and never reſted till he came to the Camp of King Lucar, who 


ſpring him, demanded of him what News, and what was become of his Maſter, who ſo long time 
he had ſerved ? Pacolet anſwerd, * Sir, he is long ſince Dead, and I am come to ſeek a new Maſter.” 


Quoth King Lucar, * Wilt thou ſerve me?“ © Yes, quoth Pacoler, Thus was he received into his 


Service, but he il] rewarded his new Maſter, for that ſame Night by Enchantment, he caſt Lucar 
into ſuch a Sleep that he carried him into Angory. Valentine was right glad of this; but King 


Lucer being placed before a Fire, the Enchantment ceaſed, and he awaked. Being awaked, he 


was much aitoniſhed to ſee himſelf thus betrayed, but at laſt Pacs/er ſaid unte him; Maſter, I 
| am 
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am at your Service, have you any thing for me to do ?? At which Words Lucar grew moſt enrag'd, 
and taking a Knife, gave Pacolet ſuch a Wound that he fell down dead. Valentine ſeeing this Acci. 
dent was exceeding ſorrowful, and ſaid: Such another Friend ſhall I never have; Falſe Traytor 
quoth he, thou hatt flain him that was all my Hope, and thou ſhalt ſurely pay for it. Then ſaid 
King Lucer, * I am glad the Traytor is ſlain.“ | 

Now Valentine went towards the dead Corps, and took out of his Boſom a Pair of writing Tables 
in which was written the whole Manner of his Art. Theſe Tables Pacolet had made Valentine ac- 
quainted with, wiſhing him chat if he outliv'd him he would value them much. Valentine put them 
Ty and afrerwards uſed them: Here would Valentine have King Lucar put to Death, but being ad- 
v.ſed otherwiſe, that it was better to keep him in Priſon ; if ſo be that any worthy Perſonage ſhould 
be taken by the Pagans, then the Body of King Lucar ſhould ſerve for the Ranſom of the other, 
Then Valentine cauſed the Body of Paco/:t to be honourably interr'd, whoſe Death was bewailed of 
all. The next morning there aroſe an Outcry throughout the Army, that King Lacar was gone, 
and no Man knew where: Amongſt the reſt, Brandi er made great Lamentation, till one told him 


he was in Auge, and how he had ſlain Pacolet. Brandiffer was glad Pacolet was ſlain, bet ſorry for King 


L1car ; at laſt he call'd a Meſſenger, to ſend to Valentine, to know if he would deliver King Lucar, for 
King Pein, the Emperor, or Orhn, or any of the twelve Peers of France. The Meſlenger departed on 
his way with theſe Conditions, and coming to the City of Angory deſired to ipeak with Valentine. 
After Salutations on both Sides, he declared his Meſſage from King Hrandiſfer. 2 hearing 
of his Meflage was much amazed, and ſaid to the Meſſenger; How cometh it to paſs, that Bran- 
aer can make Choice of all theſe valiant Men? How came they his Priſoners ?* Quoth the Meſ- 
ſenger, I think it is not unknown how King Pepin, accompanied with the twelve Peers of France 

not long ago went to Feruſalem, and having among them one Traytor, were by him delivered into 
the Hands of Branifer, and by him taken at Jeruſalem and commited to Prifon ; wherefore, having 
thus related the Truth, ſaid : Will you change one Priſoner for another? Meſſenger, I ſhall give an An- 
{wer to thee anon. So entring into the Hall, he aflembled all his Council, ſaying to them: Thus it 
is, that for our Priſoner King Lucar, we may have delivered to us either my Father or Brother, or 


4 my Uncle King Pepiz : Now in this let us reſolve what is to be done.“ The Lords reply'd, © You are 


moſt bound to your natural Father, therefore we judge it moſt meet to releaſe him.“ Lords, quoth Va- 


Lentine, you have well adviſed, but yet I am determined to do otherwiſe, for you all know my Mother 


was wrongfully baniſhed, and in Exile brought forth me and my Brother O-/o7 in the Foreſt of Orleans, 
where we might have been devoured by Beaſts, if my-Uncle King Pepin had not taken me, rouriſh'd 
and brought me up to Man's Eſtate; after he made me a Knight, and beftow'd upon me many Prefer- 
ments; thereof I ſay, theſe things confider'd, my Will is, that my Uncle King Pepin be ſet free for 
King Lacar; he being at Liberty thus, we will quickly work the Freedom of my Father, and all the 
reſt. When the Barons heard the Wiſdom of Valentine, they all agreed with one Voice that he had 
nobly ſpoken. Then he called unto him the Meſſenger of Brard/fer, and ſaid: Friend return this 
| Anſwer to thy Maſter; tell him that we ſhall willingly yield the Body of King Lucar, upon Condition, that he 
ill deliver us the Body of King Pein: So after due reverence done, the Meſſenger departed ; being re- 


1 turned home, he delivered his Meſſage, whereupon Brandi fer ſwore by the Gods, he ſhould have hisRequeſt. 


r. XIX. 


Hou Millain Dovglar, (abb was taken fir the King of France) was delivered out of Priſon in lieu of K. 


Lucar: And how Valentine amd the Duke if Millain iJJued out of the City of Angory, and gain'd the 
Batile of the Sarazens: And boa King Pepin was deltvered in Exchange for the King of India's 
Marſbal, who left Angory, and afterwards returned into France to ſuccour his Wife. 25 
TD Randiffer underſtanding Valentines Mind, ſuddenly ſent Meſtengers to his Daughter Galaxy, 
who kept the ſtrong Caſtle, willing her to deliver to theſe Meſſengers the King of France, and 
let all the reſt alone. The Maiden hearing of her Father's Mind readily obeyed, calling before her 
the Jaylor of the Priſon, and commanded him to call forth the King of France, for I am order'd to 
ſet him at Liberty. Duke Millain hearing this, could not ſatisfy himſelf but in a doubting 
Manner, ſaid: Tam here, wherefore do you call me forth? If it be ſo 1 am the firſt that 


muſt ſuffer Death, and am ready to loſe my Life to maintain my Religion.“ Sir, quoth the Jay lor, 
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itis no ſuch Matter, for you are to be delivered Body for Body to ranſom a Pagan King, which is in 
Captivity amongſt the Chriſtians.” When Henry heard theſe Words, he repented he had not taken 
upon him the Perſon of the King. Thus Duke Millain took his Leave with Tears. The Emperor 
of Greece ſaid unto him . © Above all, I pray remember me to my Son Valentine; and me too, quoth 
Or/on, and tell him in what Miſery we be, requeſt him either to work our Delivery, or we cannot 
poſſibly live; Millain comforted them all he could, and ſaid: Lords, I will not return into France 
till I have ſet you at Liberty.” And ſo he took his Way. Being out of Priſon, he went unto the Lady 
Galazy, with all Dutiful Reverence, which ſhe kindly accepted, and withal commended him to For- 
tune: So the Duke went along with the Meſſengers that were ſent for the King of France. When 
they were come before Branaiffer, he ſaid unto him: King, I would have you to know wherefore 1 
ſent for you, and to that End I have appointed thoſe Meſſengers that brought you hither, to conduct 
you to the City of Augory to Valentine, and in your ſtead ſend me back my Son Lucar as he hath 
promiſed.” Sir, quoth the Duke, all this ſhall be done, and if he will not deliver King Lucar, as i 
you expect, I will willingly come again and ſubmit to your Mercy.” * Royally ſpoke, (quoth Bran- if 
differ,) Taſk no more.” So the Duke took Leave, and departed with the Meſſengers towards Angory. | 
After few Days they arrived, where they had free Acceſs to the Palace where Valentine lay, and kindly 
embraced each other. After which, Duke Millain took Valentine aſide, and related to him the whole 
Courſe of his Actions, and how King Pepin was led away by the Indian King, who knew not wlio. 
he was, and how he had taken upon him the King's Name, only to ſhield him from Danger. When 
Valentine heard this, he thanked him, and began to recount what Fortune had happened him, and 
how he was delivered, and the reſt left in Bonds, for by your true Loyalty to your Sovereign you are. 
eſcaped from Danger. Valentine having ended his Diſcourſe, he cauſed King Zucar to be brought 
before Him to whom he thus ſaid: © King Lucar, for this time you are ſet at liberty, but if ever 
you happen again into my Hands I ſhall remember you for the Death of my Friend Pace/:t, whom Þ} 
you have flain', Theſe Words being ended, he delivered him unto the Meſſengers. Now was La. 
car delivered, and Millain Donglar reſtored in his ſtead. Valentine being reinforced by adding unto k 
his Army the Duke's Company, gather'd all his ſcattered Troops into Battle Array, and with the 
Number of fifty thouſand fighting Men, iſſued out of the City upon the Enemy. Prand:ffer hearing . 
thereof, made towards him, accompanied with twenty-four Kings, their Attendants, holding him i 
their chief Lord; but their Numbers were ſo-infinite that the Chriſtians durſt not advance againſt 
them. ' | 8 57 ENT: 
Valentine reſolved to attack them notwithſtanding their Numbers: and couragiouſly heartning his 
Men, ſet upon that Part where Brandiffer and King Lucar was. In the thickelt of this Rattle, an. 
Admiral, who was Lord of Maſſidon, ſpying a Frenchman making Havock with his Sword among the 
Pagans, made towards him, and hitting him with his Axe, cleaved his head in two Pieces; juſt = 
he had done this Action. he was eſpied by a French Cavalier, who making towards this Admiral in 
the Preſence of Millain Douglar, ſmote him dead; for which Act of Valour Millain knighted him, — 
and ſaid among them all; That he that won Valour ſhould receive the like Reward. In this Mar if 
ner continued the Battle all that Day, even till the Suh ſet. At laſt they ſtrove on each Part Wick 
ſnould ſound a Retreat firſt, but neither Side would yield, ſo that they continued all that Night till he 
next Morning, making Fires to give them Light. At Break of Day the Battle began afreſſi in a mat 
fierce Manner, that Blood ran down like Water. | | | „nF 
Valentine and Millain Douglar behaved themſelves right valiantly ; on every Side they beat dowõũn 
Horſe and Man; but Valentine was too forward for he entred ſo far into the Enemy's a that 
he came very near the Standard of Brandiffer. Being there the Indian Admiral eſpied him, who ran ſo | 
fierce at him, that he flew Valentine's Horſe under him, who perceiving himſelf unbors d, hghtly got 


> 


upon his Feet, and with his Sword hew'd out a Paſlage ; but he could not have eſcaped had not Duke 


. 
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Millain by chance relieved him with a freſh Horſe : So Valentine retired out of the Battle to refreſh his {if 
wearied Limbs. When the Indian Marſhal ſaw their Side had the worſt, by Policy withdrewhis Forces, 
and in the Night- time ſtole out of Sight, ſo that at laſt they took to their Heels and ran away. © 
Valentine perceiving it told Duke Millain thereof; ſo they determined that Valentine and his Troops 


ſifould ſet upon the Marſhal, which they did, and fell upon the Indians in ſuch a furious Manner, hae 
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npon their firſt Encounter they broke their Battle array. The Marſhal ſeeing: it thought to have fled 
but Palcntine meeting him at his Advantage, lent him ſuch a Rap wi h his Spear, as both Horſe and 
Man fell to the Earth. Peing on the Ground, the Soldiers would have killed him had not Valentine 
charged them to the Contrary, and committed him to the Cuſtody of Four valiant Knights. | 

In this Battle there were many U riſoners of Account taken; all which Valentine ſent into Angory 
to be kept in Safety. By this time Brardiffer and Lucar knew that they had the worſt, but they 
could not make Reſiſtance. At laſt they reſolved to return again into their own Country, and renew 
their Forces afreſh ; ſo wrapping up their Enfigns, they took their Flight towards the Sea-Coaſt, 
ard the Chriſtians follow'd after, killing all that withſtood them. Of all. the Pagan Multitudes that 
went in:o the Field, none eſcaped but a hundred Perſons : Being gone, the Chriſtians rifling their Tents 
found ineſtimable Treaſure, and having fo done they returned to Angory to reſt their tired Limbs, 


Aſter the Chriſtians had gained the Battle, and given Burial to the Dead, Valentine commanded the 


Priſoners to be brought before him. Among the reſt was the Marſhal of India, of whomthe de- 


manded if he would forſake Mahometi/m: ? the Marſhal anſwered, he would ſooner forſake his Life : 


then Duke 1M://ain demanded of what Country he was, who ſaid: © { am a Marſhal of Lidia whom 


the King loveth.“ Quoth Duke Millain to Valentine, we are made happy in this Priſoner, for in Ex- 


change of him we ſhall releaſe King Pepin, who was led away to be his Dwarf when we were taken 
Priſoners at Jeru/a/em. Then they demanded of him, if the King had. not in his Poſſeſſion ſuch a 
Chriſtian of low Stature? © Yes, quoth he, there remaineth ſuch a one in his Court, but not as his 
Priſoner, and thither was he brought when the twelve Peers of France were taken at Feru/alcm.' 
* Marſhal, quoth Valentine, it is he, after whom we enquire, therefore let him be brought hither and 
delivered to us, and you ſhall be ſet at Liberty; for he is a Page whom I ever loved above all who 
attended on my Perſon.” At theſe words the Marſhal rejoiced, and ſent Letters to the Indian King. 
The Meſſenger being diſpatched, brought Letters to the Idian King, and when he had read them 


was willing to exchange; for he knew not that it was king Pejiz : and calling him before him, 


faid : Friend, we give you free Liberty to depart our Country, for our Marſhal being taken among 
the Chriſtians, ſhall be delivered in your Stead.“ King Pepin thanked him. and taking his Leave of 
the King ran to the Lady Clerimond, and ſaid: Lady, take good Heart, for I am ſet at Liberty, 


and I wall ſend Valentine unto you, who will ſoon releaſe you. The Lady hearing this was very 


joyful; and King Pepin departed with the Meſſenger towards Augory. After a few Days they arrived 
there, where the Frenchmen ſpared no Colt to ſhew their Love to King Pepin. At laſt Valentine ſaid 
Uncle, we had good Fortune in taking the Marſhal, for by that Means we have procured vour Li- 


bderty. © Nephew, ſaid King Pepin, you above all Men have moſt Ca ſe to rejoice, for I bring you ihe 
© happieſt News that ever you heard, and thus it is“ Fair C/.7imon®,, whom you ſo long have loſt, is 


now found, and by me ſendeth you hearty. Commendations: Then he related her Misfortunes, and 


how ſhe demeaned' herſelf to ſhun. the Love of the Laian King. Valentine hearing theſe joyful Ti- 
dings, uttered theſe Words: Dear Lady, thou haſt bought my Love at too dear a Rate, and curſed 
may I be if ever I prove falſe ; therefore for Tryal thereof I will purchaſe thy Freedom or-elſe loſe 


my Life.” This Speech being ended, the Marſhal was delivered. Then Valentine betook him to his 
Chamber, to try the Tables that: he had taken: out of Pacolet's Boſom when he was ſlain, and found 


.. &veiy thing ſet down to fall out juſt as it now came to pa's, and taking Pen, Ink, and Paper, he wrote 
down what he there found, and ſowing it in his Doublet for fear of loſing it, proved of great Uſe to 


| $5 cov for the Safeguard of his Life, as hereafter ſhall appear. 


in. A. gory, News was brought him from his Wife Berthe, that all France 


King Pepiu reſidin 
- Life, and of the twelve Peers of France, becauſe they heard they were all tiken 


was doubtful of his 


Priſoners by the Pagans at Jeruſalem ; this Report running for current throughout France, cauſed. 


Arthur of Britain with a puiſſant Army to enter the Kingdom, and to win the Crown of Fra»ce by 


Violence: Alſo the faid Arthur hath committed to. Exile your young Son Char/cs, When King 
Pepin heard theſe Tidings, he grew wonderful. deſperate, and preſertly call'd together all his Barons, 
nnd held a Council, which was. requiſite to be done in ſuch a Plot. At laſt it was refolv'd, that King 


Pepin in Perſon ſhould go into his own Land to ſuppreſs the Uſurper, which he accordingly. did, and 
| | | 5 — coming 
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coming to Valentine, he began to ſpeak unto the King; Fair Uncle, it were moſt requiſite that 1 

tarry here, to gather new Forces to reſcue my Father, and the twelve Peers of France.” Do ſo, 

quoth King Pepin, and if it ſo fall out that I overcome, I will furniſh you with freſh Supplies againſt 

the Pagans, that you may with more Eaſe compaſs what you intended to do.“ | 
| | CHAP. XL. 

How Valentine under the Pretence of a Phyſician, went into India to ſee and ſpeak with the fair 
Lady Clerimond ; and how he rode away with her. How the King of Britain was given to King 
Pepin by Treaſen; and head Valentine took the ſtrong Caſtle, and delivered his Father the Emperor, 
and all the reſt of the Priſoners. How the Emperor, Orſon and the Green Knizht kept a firong 
Garriſon in this Caſile ; and how Haufray and Henry compaſſed the Death of their Father. How 
the Emperor of Greece, Orſon and the Green Knight /eft_the Caſile, and came to the Succour of - 
Valentine in Angory : And how Valentine ignorantly flew his own Father, &c. 

OU have. heard already that King Pepin brought News unto Valentine of the Lady Clrimend, 
which having heard, could not put it out of his Mind: At laſt he reſolved to paſs from Augory 
to India, accompanied with one Squire; and pretending to be a Phyſician, he went to Sea with the 

Indian Merchants: Being arrived, he lay in the City at an Inn till his Gown and Habiliments were 

in Readineſs. At his firſt Entrance in this Inn the Hoſt aſk*d him what he was? He ſaid, a Phyſician, 

and can cure any manner of Diſeaſe. The Hoſt believed him, and his Squire ſerved him as an 

Apothecary or Clerk. In this Manner he lay there about four Days, after which he called his Hoſt 


N. "89 


to him, and deſired him to get a Man to go about the City to make known his Art, and ſee who need. 


eth Help that I may cure them, ſor I would fain get ſomething to defray my Charge while I lie in 
your Houſe ; but in the mean time, rather than you ſhall miſtruſt me, I will leave you a good 
pledge: Marry, quoth the Hoſt, with all my Heart, I accept of it: So Valentine delivered to him 
a rich Mantle furred about with coſtly Furs, and bid him bring him before thoſe, that he might 
make known his Art. The Hoſt went out and brought him a ragged Fellow, who had not any 
thing to hang upon him. Valentine was glad of ſuch a one as this, and new cloathed him from 
Head to Foot, and ſaid unto him, Friend, go thy Ways into the City, and cry out about the ſame, 
that there is come a Phyſician that can heal all Diſeaſes, even mad Men or Women, he will under. 
take to cue. : | SIE ey = 
This Fellow, as he was commanded, paſſed from Place to Place to make known this Doctor's 
Skill. At laſt theſe Tidings came to the King ; for he gave out that he could in an extraordi- 
nary Manner recover mad Folks to their former Senſes. The King having a great Affection for 
the Lady Clerimond, ſent for this Phyfician, who, tho' he had before him many lame and blind 
People at his Lodgings, yet left them all and went to the King; for the Lady Clerimona was the 
Mark at which he aimed. Being come before the King, he made his Obeyſance in the Name of 


the great God Jupiter: then the King ſaid, Sir, you are right welcome to my Court; firſt dine, 


and then I ſhall tell you further Cauſe of my ſending for you.“ The King being fat and ſerved, 


made Valentine to be greatly attended, and Dinner being done, ſaid unto him; Sir I have a beau- 


tiful Lady in this Palace whom I would make my Queen, for I love her dearly; but ſhe by no 
Means would conſent till the Term of one Year was expired; I granted her to forbear that Year as 
ſhe demanded, but at the End ſhe was poſſeſſed with Lunacy, inſomuch that none durſt come wit 
her Reach ; ſometimes ſhe whiſtles, anon ſhe crieth out in a pitiful Manner, another while 


hin 
laugheth, and then falleth into a Flood of Tears, ſo that my Heart is overcharged with Sorrow 8 . 


Now if your Skill can extend itfelf to cure her, I will give you more Wealth than you can aſk,” for 
my Wife Reſamond being dead, I deſign to make her Queen of India. My Liege, quoth Valen- 
tine, fear not but ſhe ſhall do well; but ſhe is the harder to be cured, in that it hath ſeized her fo 
long: Again, I muſt be with her all Night to know the Manner of her Fits.” You ſhall, quoth the. 
King, have one appointed to bring you thither, but look to yourſelf leſt ſhe harm you. . 
Then one who waited on the Lady guided Valentine to her Window : Then Valintine order d he 
might return and leave them alone. When Valentine beheld her in this deſperate Caſe, he ſaid, 
* Alas my Love, you have bought me as ** as I have you; but by the Gods I ſwear I will never 
8 | 8 2 return 
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"eturn into France till J have taken you along with me, or elſe here loſe my Life.” The Lady behe 
him fearfully, and whatſoever came to Hand ſhe threw at him, which amazed Valentine. Then 
faid Valentine, Is this true Madneſs, or but feigned ? Dear Love tell me true; ] am Valentine your 
Love, for whom you have ſuffered all this Damage; think on the Brazen Head that you gave me, or 
of my Brother O-/:x that had the String cut in his Mouth. and how you were ſtollen away by the En- 
chanter Adr:main.” When the Lady heard this ſhe fell into a Swoon for Joy; but being again re- 
covered, ſhe ſaid . © Alas my Love ! how many Dangers have we paſſed thro', you for me, and I for 
vou? And now behold the Condition I am in for thee.* * Lady, Love dearly bought is the ſweeteſt,” 
By this time the Trumpets ſounded for Supper, ſo that he ſaid unto the Lady: yy Love I will go to 
the Palace, but after Supper I will come again, for the King knoweth not but I'm a Phyſician, and 
hath ſent for me to heal you. The Lady bid him go. Being come into the Palace, as ſoon as the 
King ſaw him, he demanded of him if he could heal the Lady: Yes, quoth Valentine, to-morrow 
you ſhall hear her ſpeak as diſcreetly as ever ſhe did.“ The King was ſo joyful thereat that he gave 
him a rich Mantle all beſet with precious Stones. and cauſed him to fit down at his own Table. After 
Supper Valentine ſaid unto the King; lt is neceſſary that I have a Fire all this Night in the Chamber 
where my Patient is, for ſhe will be very ſick all this Night.“ | 
Well quoth the King, let all things be done, and ſpare no Coſt.” Now Valentine takes his 
Way towards the Chamber of fair Clerimond, with one that carried Wood to make a Fire, which 
being done, he order'd every one to depart ſave only his Squire: "Then Valentine ſhut all the Doors 
and Windows. and ſaid unto C/erimond: * Sweet Lady, now may we embrace with Pleafure, and 
caſting his Eyes afide he ſpied the wooden Horſe, and aſk'd her whoſe it was? She anſwered 3 Pa- 
colet's: Then ſaid Valentine, let us depart hence immediateiy, whereunto ſhe conſented. Valentine 
being ſomewhat acquainted with Pacolet's Horſe, mounted him with C/er:mond and his Squire, in a 
Meon-ſhine Night, and with great Expedition hafted unto the City of Angory; being come thither, 
Valentine cauſed the Gates thereof to be opened, where there was great Joy for the Lady Clerimond. 
The next Morning Valentine cauſed her to be clad in rich Attire, and married her. By this time 
the King knew of her Eſcape, and grew Frenzy, and faid : Ha! thou falſe Enchanter, haſt thou 
deceived me? If thou fall once again into my Hands, I will bereave thee of thy Life ;* And ſo he 
cauſed Purſuit to be made after Valentine, but all in vain for they found him not. Here leave we 
them. Now I proceed to tell you of King Pepin, how he haſted into France to the Succour of 


Bertha his Wife, and to chaſtiſe the Uſurper. The King of Britain, not thinking what would 


happen, ſtrengthened himſelf with all the Forces he could, and ſent out Proclamations, that all that 
could bear Arms ſhould aſſiſt him into France. Hereupon Queen Bertha, with her young Son 
Charles, fled to Lyons to ſeek Succour. At the ſame time lived a worthy and truſty Earl of Anjou, 
who favouring the Queen, and pitying her Diſtreſs, fortified his Caſtle againſt the Britains, to whom 


the Queen ſent four thouſand Horſe to keep the Paſſage. At laſt the King of Britain bid the Earl 


give him Paſſage into France, but he anſwered no. Hereupon there was a Band of Soldiers ap- 
pointed to lay Siege to Angiers; but the Earl kept cloſe within the City, and would not iflue out 
thereof. During the Siege King Pepin was come to Paris, and was joyfully received When the 
Queen underſtood he was at Paris ſhe haſted unto him, and when ſhe came before him, in Tears 
ſhe ſaid : * Dear Lord, revenge us on this Uſurper.* Lady, quoth the King, fear it not,” So 
calling about him his Counſellors and Men of War, made haſte to furniſh his Companies; and 


many there were that voluntarily offered themſelves to do the King any Service. By this time the 


King of Britain heard that King Pepin was come againſt him with a great Army, who feared him, 
and not without Cauſe : But ſee what followed, for his Friends betrayed him unto King Pepin to ſave 
their own Eſtates, and to make their Peace the better with the King. So reſolving hereupon, on 
a Night they came to him lying on his Bed, and led him by Force before King Pepin, who pre- 
ſently cauſed his Head to be ſmitten off within the City of Paris. Now they that betrayed him 
thought all was well; but the King after all, ſeized their Lands into his Hands. | 

Now was Valentine much troubled in Mind, how he ſhould free the Emperor his Father from 
Impriſonment, for he knew well that the Caſtle was not to be won by War, nor by any N 
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but by Treaſon: At laſt he reſolv'd on a ſubtle Plot, and thus it was: He put to Sea twelve Ships, 
manned with two thouſand Men, and, laden with all manner of Riches, as precious Stones and Silks ; 
and thus as Merchants they arrived at this ſtrong Caſtle, | | 

Falentine took upon him to be a Merchant, ſetting a rich Crown on his Head, and ſaid unto his 
Men, Be you all privately armed within the Ships, fo that none of you be ſeen; if the Sarazens 
come aboard, put them to Death. Then coming towards the Caſtle-gate-with the Crown on his 
Head, the Porter ſaid, What brings you hither ?* © Friend, ſaid Valentine, I am a Merchant going 
into Spain, and having many rich Commodities, I hear ſay that I might not paſs without a Tribute 
on Pain of Death.“ Said the Porter, I'll go to my Lady and bring you an Anſwer” , So he went 
to Ga/azy and told his Meſſage. . The Lady underſtanding there was ſuch precious Jewels on board, 
ſhe ſaid unto her Seneſchal; Go and receive the Tribute due to me of the Merchant, and take 
along wich you a ſufficient Company of Soldiers, leſt they ſhould offer you Injury.” He did as he 
was commanded, and coming to the Ships, he found ineſtimable Gems, inſomuch that they were 
raviſhed therewith: So taking the Value that was due to the Lady, ſuddenly the Chriſtians that lay 
hid in the Ships, ſet upon them and flew them. Then Valentine ſaid unto them, Except we go 
forward in this Enterprize, we ſhall never gain the Caſtle ;' therefore he cauſed fifty of his Men to 
put on the Sarazens Gowns over their Armour, and ſo loading themſelves with Silks and precious 
Stones, they took their Way towards the Cattle The Porter tied up the Lions, let down the 
Draw bridge, and thirſting after ſome great Reward, went beyound his Bounds, infomuch as Fa- 
leutene led him to the Ships; being come, Valentine ſhewed him their dead Bodies, and ſaid: I 
will make you like one of theſe if you give me not Paſlage into this Caſtle. Sir quoth the 
Porter, I ſhall do it.“ Why then qucth Falentine, Iwill reward thee.“ Come ſaid the Porter, 
and bring all theſe Men whom you have clad in the Habits of the Sarazens, ſo they cannot be 
known from them in the Caſtle, and let them enter one by one,” which they did ; ſo being enter'd, 
the Porter ſhewed them a ſecret Poſtern, which Yalentine having got, cauſed all the Doors to be 
ſet open: then winded his Horn, at which all thoſe in the Ships haſten'd unto them. Then he 
entered the Chamber of the Lady Galazy, who was aſtoniſhed thereat : But he ſaid ; Lady, fear 
not, for I have ventured the Seas to fee your Royal Preſence: Then ſhe bid him Welcome, and 
highly feaſted him. 3 | 

Valentine's Men having enter'd the Caſtle, with their Shouts ſo frighted the Lady, that in a 
weeping Manner ſhe faid unto him: * Courteous Knight, ſpare my Virginity.* © Lady quoth he, 
fear not, for none dare attempt any Diſhonour towards your Perſon,” By this time all the Pagans 
within the Caſtle were ſlain, and Falentine hafting unto the Dungeon, broke it open, and cryed out 
aloud ; All you that are alive come forth.“ Orſon knowing his Voice, repiied, ' Brother you are wel- 
come, how came you hither ?* Valentine ſaid, I am come to ſet you at Liberty. At theſe Words 
the Emperor fell into a Swoon, but Orhn ſuddenly recovered him. Then they came out of the 
Dungeon with ragged Cloaths and ill-coloured Faces: But the Chriſtians. revelled for the Space of 
ſeven Days in the Caftle, and Orſon falling in Love with Galaxy after the Death of Fezon married her, 
by whom he had a Son named Orfayr, who after had the Empire of Conftantinople. Theie Affairs 
being brought to an End, a Council was held, to know what was beſt to be done: At laſt they re- 
ſolved to leave a Garriſon to reſiſt the Enemy: Some ſaid, it was fitting that Haufray ard Henry 
ſhould undertake this Taſk: But Haufray replied, * Not we, for we are determined to go into France 
to ſerve our Father.” Quoth Oren, if you will have it ſo, we have ſmall Reaſon to weep at your 
Departure, for there is nothing but Treaſon in you.“ At theſe Words Haufray and Henry were dif- 
pleaſed, but they durſt not ſhe it. Art laſt it was reſolved, that the Emperor ſhould take his Reſt, 
and his Son Orſon and the Green Knight ſhould remain there to defend the Caſtle, whilft Valentine 
and the reſt addrefied themſelves for Angory. Now will we look into the Treaſon of Haufray and 
Henry, who being come into France, laid a Plot to take away the Life of their Father, little 
Charles his Son, and Bertha the Queen. Being come to Paris, the King royally feaſted them, aud 
after demanded what News of the Emperor, Valentine. Orſon and the reſt. Quoth the Traytors, 
* They were all ſlain in Fattle at Argo-y;* at which the King was wonderful ſad. After this they poi- 


ſoned the King and Cueen, Now little Char/es was Kill living, who, as the Gods would have it, 


happen'd under the ſafe Keeping of Milluin Deuglar. 
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: DRY of VALENTINE aud ORSON. 
The King and Queen being both treacherouſly poiſoned, the two Traytors ſeem'd to be exceeding 
forrowful ; but Duke Milluin being a Man of a courageous Spirit, forewith cauſed a Council to be 
held, wherein he would have crowned young Char.cs King of France ; but Haufray and Henry 
by Bribes, ſo corrupted the Lords, that Charles was held too young. Hereupon Duke Millain was 
committed to Priſon for holding on the Child's Part, and C-arles held as a Kitchen boy. 

A little after it happen'd that Has/ray commanded Charles to turn a Spit; but the Boy being 
full of Majeſty took up the Spit and fell'd him to the Earth. At this out ſteps Henry, thinking to 
{mite the Child, but he being ready to receive him, gave him ſuch a Box on the Ear, that the Blood 
iflued out at his Mouth. Then Haufray commanded his Men to lay hold on him, but there came 
a Knight who took Charles by the Hand, and conveyed him to Paris. The Traytors perceiving 
Charles was gone, made after him, but he could not be found. Hereupon Duke Millain told his 
Wife thereof, who was Siſter to Charles: but the Lady could not hear the ſame without Tears, and 
vow'd that they. thould dearly pay for this Treaſon, and forthwith cauſed Letters to be written into 
Angery, to Valentine and the twelve Peers of France. Theſe Letters came firſt into the Hands of Va- 
leutine, who could not chuſe but weep at this Act of Villany. The Lords perceiving his Tears, 
aſked the Cauſe: He anſwered; King Pepin and the Queen are dead; and as for Charles the two 
accurſed Brothers, Haufray and Henry have chaſed him out of his Country, impriſoned Duke MI. 

ain, and all that held on young Charles Side: Theſe are the Contents of the Letters, and the Lady 
that ſendeth them requireth Help to apprehend theſe Rebels.” Theſe ſad Tidings put them to their 
Wits End. and being between two Extreams, knew not which way to take; for Brandiſfer was daily 
expected with an Army of many Thouſand : At laſt Valentine ſaid : * E'er to morrow Night I'll ſet 
free Duke Millain or elſe my Skill ſhall deceive me. At which they laughed heartily. Valentine 
departed, and with Pacolet's Horſe he ſuddenly arrived at Paris, where by his Art he opened the 
Gates, and releaſed all the Priſoners: and being ſhewed the Chamber where Duke Millain was, he 
enter d the ſame, who being fait aſleep, awaked him, and ſaid; Sir, I am Valentine, who am come to 
* you free.” Then he mounted him on his Horſe, and bid him not ſpeak, for he was to paſs thro' 

Air. | : 

The Duke prayed him to paſs by the Caſtle of Augier, that he might ſee his Wife, which he did; 
and being come, the Lady thereof preſently ran and kiſſed him, and demanded of him whither he 
went? Lady quoth he, I go to fight againit the Infidels, to bring home the twelve Peers of France, 

and with an Army to overthrow Haufray and Henry, and ſuccour Charles.” Having refreſhed them- 
ſelves with Meat, they ſet forth towards Munga, being come, they came before the Barons, who 
were much aſtoniſhed at Valentines Art, greatly deſiring to learn it; but he would teach it to no 
Man. Now was Brandiffer with his Hoſt come within a Mile of Angory, and there planted his 
Army. The Citizens hearing thereof, ſhut up their Gates, drew up their Bridges, and after got on 
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the Walls, lying a Month together without making Reſiſtance. The Emperor hearing that Bran- 
Aer had begirt Angory with ſo huge an Army, reſolved to leave the ſtrong Caſtle to the Guard of 

Knight. Then the Emperor, Orſon and the Green Knight took Shipping, accompanied with a thou- 
"> ſand Soldiers; being at Sea, they ſaw a great Fleet of Ships coming to them; at laſt they found it 


to be a Pagan, with ten thouſand Men, going to the Succour of Brandifer. The Chriſtians longing 
to fight the Pagans, fell upon them, ſo that there happened a bloody Battle. Great Valour was 


_ ſhewn on both Sides, but they knew not whither the Victory would incline. At laſt the Pagan Ad- 


miral encountering a Chriſtian Knight, tumbled him over Ship-board. Orſos ſtanding by him, grew 


_ exceeding angry, and taking his Axe, ſtruck him Stone dead. This Deed diſcouraged the Pagans, 
that they withdrew themſelves all that Night, having loſt fifteen tall Ships and four hundred Men. 


The Emperor ſaid, © Lords let us arm ourſelves with ſuch Weapons as we have ſeiz d from the Pa- 
gans; which they preſently did; but this Enterprize was fatal, for the Emperor was ſlain by his own 
Son Yalentine, who took him to be an Infidel, as hereafter you ſhall hear. But here they hoiſt Sail 
again, and at laſt they arrived in Azgory. | 

After a Month's Siege Faleutine ſent a defiance to Brandi fer, offering him Battle, The Chriſtians 
divided their Army into ten Squadrons, whereof Duke Millain was their General: The ſecond, 
Samp/en of Orleans: The third, E. of Yende/me: The fourth, E. of Campagne: The fifth, Quin- 
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tine of Norman iy, The ſixth, Duke of Burgundy: The ſeventh the E. of Dampmartin: Ihe eighth- 9 
8 the Earl of Agerve: The ninth, the \tarſhal of Coaſfautinofle: The tenth was Valentine, who added 
45 Courage to all the reſt: Being in Order, they iſſued out of the City to aſſail Hrandiſfer, who divided 
9 his Army into twelve Squadrons, and each Sqadron was commanded by a King. At the joining of 
1 theſe Armies, a certain Pagan, that never before had been in Wars, couched his Spear in his Wriſt, 
and would be the foremoſt Man; but Valentine thinking to cool his Pride, ran againſt him, and 
ſtruck him down dead. Then they fell to it pell-mell, wherein the Chriſtians behaved themſelves 
valiantly, and the [ndzan King entering the battle, made very great Slaughter; but Valentine meeting 
him, gave him ſuch a Counter- buff. that he threw him off his Horſe. 
At preſent the Chriſtians got the better, and cauſed the Infidels to give Ground; but there came 
in a Sarazen Captain with three thouſand Men, and renewed the Battle more fierce than before. By 
this time King Lucar came to the Indian King, and gave him Succour, Now the Chriltians be- 
gan to retire, ſo that they had been forced to a ſhameful Flight, had not two valiant Knights arrived 
in Angory, with ſeven hundred Men at Arms, (which had lately come fiom the holy Sepulchre, and 
ſuffered much Miſery) and enter'd the Field. One of them brought into France the Daughter of a 
rich Admiral, named Claradine, and cauſed her to be baptized ; the Name of the one was Rezzord | 
of Province, the other, Millain of Dyon. At their Approach the Pagans were much diſcomfitted, i 
for Millain of Dyn at his firſt Encounter ſmote King Lucar Stone dead, and next another King _ | 
call'd Rubres, which Accident much amazed Brandiffer. At another Part of the Battle ruſh'd in | 
Reynord, and flew many of them. Valentine wondering at theſe two Knights of Chivalry, and | 
coming towards them, ſaid : © Lords, you are welcome, I pray what are you, or by what Chance 
came hither ? Friend quoth Reynerd, we are Lords of France, and lately come from the holy Se- 
pulchre, and hearing of theſe Wars, we thought requiſite to defend you againſt the Pagans: I am 
called Reynord, Lord of Province, and my Companion is called Millain of Dyon.” Quoth Valentine, 
Once again heartily welcome, for Millain Douglar is here and all the Peers of France: So the 
jointly ruſh'd afreſh into the Battle. All this while the Indian King had a Spleen at Valentine for his 
laſt Diſgrace, and finding him out accompanied only with three other Kings, ſo encounter'd him, 
that they ſmote him and his Horſe to the Ground ; being down he quickly recovered, ard drawing 
his Sword, defended himſelf therewith, but with much Danger. | 
At laſt Duke Millain, Sampſen, and G 
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Gerwis came to his Succour, getting a freſh Horſe for him, 
Valentine being mounted, made his Courſe towards the Indian King again, and ſtriking him down, 
took away his Shield, which he kept, for he had loſt his own. This ended, Tidings came that a great 
Fleet of Sarazens were coming near unto the Haven: Hereupon Valentine ſaid : Lords, let us 0 
and ſtrengthen the Paſlages.* Then Valentine and Duke Millain of Dyen went to the Haven: Hows = 
ever it happened theſe were all Friends and Chriſtians, among whom-was his Father the Emperor of 
Greece, of whom you ſhall hear more at large. The Emperor having landed his Men, Valentine fa- 
luted him with a Spear in his Wriſt : the Emperor (who. bore the Shield of a Sarazen unknown) 
encounter'd with hi- Son: Atlaſt Valentine ran his Spear quite thro? his Father's Body, that he fell 
down dead. His Father being dead, he ſaid, Monjoy vive Greece. Orſon ſeeing his Father dead, 
wept and ſaid to Valentine; Brother there is ſmall Cenqueſt in this, for you have ſlain your. Ta- J 
ther.” When he heard him ſay fo, he fell into an Extaſy from his Horſe To this Lamentation of 
the two Brothers came Reynord of Prowince, and Millain of Dyon to comfort them ſaying: *© Knights 
have Patience, for Tears cannot recal him.” * Alas! ſaid Valentine, what have I done? It Were 
happy for me if Death. would take me away: I have committed a Fact deteſtable both to God and j 
Man: O!]! what ſhall become of me! My Life I have paſſed away in Troubles, Torments and |} 
Cares; and now to add more Sorrow to my Days, J have ſhed the Blood of my dear Father.“ Brother 
Orſon, take my Sword and cut off my Head, that the Earth may not bear ſo bloody a Butcher. 
Brother, ſaid Orſon, depart not thus, but repent, and no doubt but you ſhall be forgiven.” 80 
comforting him in this manner, at laſt they got him to his Horſe; being mounted, he ran thro' the 
Pagan Troops ſo furiouſly, that all that ſtood in his way periſhed. Now began the Battle to en- 
creaſe, and King Chriſto flew the Chriſtians on every Side. At laſt Yalentize meeting with him, 
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gave him ſuch a Canvalada, that he pierc'd his Body quite thro. In this Battle Duke M://ain of 


 Dyon, and Reynord of Province, ruſh'd ſo fierce into the Body of the Enemy, that they were taken 
Priſoners ; yet notwithſtanding their adverſe Fortune, they got their Liberty once again; and made 


Charles King of France, with Honour and joy, to the Deſtruction of Haufray and Henry, the two 
notorious Traytors: Vet was not this fierce, long and tedious Battle ended, for they ſtood it out 
manfully on both Sides. Valentine being careleſs of Life, at laſt met with Brandifer, who encoun- 
ter'd each other fo fiercely, that both fell to the Earth, but Valentine ſuddenly recovering hiniſelf, 
gave the King ſuch a blow that he clave his Head. King Brumant ſeeing his Brother ſlain, went out 
of the Field with Admiral Cardes and King Fofireb, and cauſed a Retreat to be founded* The Chriſtians 
following {lew many thouſands, and others leapt into the Sea and drowned themſelves, The Night 


drawing on, the Chriſtians returned into the City: Next Morning in burying the Dead, there was a 


great Lamentation for the Emperor of Greece, then his Body was royally interr'd in the City of 4x- 
gory ; but Yalentine could not be comforted. | 

The Pagans being thus twice put to Flight before Angory, Duke Millain took his Leave of Valen- 
tine, to return into dance, ſaying ; Valentine, I wiſh I could return as ſwiftly back as you brought 
me hither.” Friend quoth Valentine, I wiſh I had never known the Art, for it hath brought 
nothing but Shame and Vexation on me, and him an untimely Death that taught it me ;* So Duke 
Millain departed. Valentine and Orſon intended to go for Greece; but before they departed they 
crowned the Green Knight King of Angory. After Leave taken, Orſon called the fair Ga/azy unto 


him, and ſaid ; Love, I know you are with Child by me, yet I cannot wed you for I have another 


Wife; but before I go, I will make certain Lands over unto you for Maintenance, that you may 
hereafter live of yourſelf without the Help of any other. 7 | | | 
All theſe Offers ſhe denied; and ſaid ſhe would go to Sea with him; and after confine herſelf to 
{ome religious Houſe wherein ſhe might ſpend the Reſidue of her Days. Agreed, quoth Ofen, and 
| her with him to Conftantinople. Being come thither, they ſent Word to the Empreſs of 
their Father's Death, but they conceal'd by whom it was done. The Lady was ſorrowful for her 
Huſband, but joyful at the Sight of her Children: The City alſo made great Triumphs for the 
fame. The Empreſs being on a certain time at Dinner, ſaid unto her Sons; © it muſt be agreed be- 
twixt you which ſhall be Emperor.” Orſon reply d, It appertaineth not to me to take the firſt Place.” 


Brother let it be as I ſay ; for I am. beholden unto you, but you nothing to me; therefore take the 


Empire and ſway the Sceptre. At laſt it was agreed on that they ſhould jointly govern : But Valen- 
zine continued not long in that State of Dignity, for ſhortly after, one Morning he called to him 
Clerimond, and ſaid thus unto her, Underſtand me, you know that I have flain my Father, and my 


"Conſcience ſtill remaineth troubled for that Fact and I am reſolved to go into Pilgrimage. Commerd 
me to my Mother, and Brother Or/6z, both which I charge you not to fee till fifteen Days be paſſed 
over, then give them this Letter.” All which the Lady conſented to, altho' in Tears. 


. ALL 


How Valentine #09k Leave of Clerimond before his Pilgrimage How King Hugon aemanied her for 


bis Wife, and betrayed Orſon and the Green Knight. Hao Galeran deliver'd Letters to the Ladies; 
and of the grievous Lamentations they made. How Belliſant and Clerimond came to know of King 
Hugon's Trea/or. How Galeran 4% his Head, and head Orſon and the Green Knight avere ſet free. 


HEN Valentine ſaid ; * Lady ceaſe your Tears, and give me your Wedding Ring.” She having 


done ſo, he broke it in two Pieces, keeping the one half, and giving her the other, ſaving: 


* My Love, keep thy half, and whatſoever you hear, believe nothing till you ſee this other half 
Which I poſſeſs,” At theſe Words he embraced her, and Wept b'tterly ; ſo he departed only with 


one Page. Having long travelled, at laſt he came to Rome, and coming into the Preſence of 
2 Heripit, he there confeſſed the Death of his Father. The Hermit ſeeing him ſo penitent, 


enjoin'd him in Penance : Saying, * Firſt change thy Habit, and go barely cloathed, and lie ſeven, 
"Years under the Stairs of thy Palace, without ſpeaking any Word: Thou ſhall neither eat nor 
drink but of the Scraps that come from thine own "Fable; do this and fear not thy Sins.“ Sir, 

ſaid Valentine, all this will I do.” So after he had dined, he departed without ſpeaking to his Ser- 
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that he was forgotten among Men. - | : 
Orſon haveing read the Letter that Clerimond delivered him, wept bitterly, inſomuch as the Lady ſaid 


to him, Brother, cea'e your Lamentations. Alas! faid Orſon, I have no great cauſe, for this Letter 
ſheweth that my Brother will never return: At which the Lady ſwooned, but recovering herſelf ſhe 
ſaid; Why hath my Love baniſhed him from me? But all her Sorrow could not call him home again. 


News was ſpread thro' the City, that Valentine would never return. Clerimond bewailed, Belliſant 
complained, and Orſon ſighed. Now (as the ſtory ſaith) the Lady Fexon hearing that Orſon had got 


another Lady with Child, ſhe died with Grief : Being dead, Orſon made a Year's Solemnity for her -F 


Funeral, and after married Ga/azy, of whom you have heard before. 


ern 


vant. After this Valentine enter'd into a Wood, feeding upon Roots; and continued there ſo long 


Now will I ſhew you how /alentine came to Conſfautinople in beggarly Weeds, inſomuch that he was? 


not known; going from Houſe to Houſe begging. At laſt he went into his Brother's Palace about Sup... - 
per time, and thote that waited at the Fable beat him away. Oren ſecing, them ſo churliſh, bid them 


let him alone: ſaying © I am willing all poor Men ſhould be relieved for my Brother Valentine's fake, 


a Baſket wherein the broken Meat was put, went and eat thereof, which amazed the Beholders. Night 
being come, the Servants aſked Or/o if he would let that Counterfeit abide in his Palace? Ah, quoth 
Orſon, and uſe him well.” Thus abode Valentine, who made his Bed af Straw under the Stairs. On the 
Morrow, Orſon paſſing by, gave him Money; after came his Mother and his Wife Clerimond, whor 
gave him Money, ſaying; How can you be thus naked without Cloaths? This Night you ſhall have 
tome provided for you. They being gone, he gave his Money to a poor Man ſtanding by him, who 
ſcoffed him for his Labour. Next Day at Dinner they brought him variety of Meats, which he refuſed, 
but made Signs for the Alms Baſket. Orſen, to try him further, cauſed ſome of the beſt Meat to be 
put therein, but he would not touch it. Then ſaid Or/on ſurely this is fome Vow he, hath made to the 
Gods. Thus did Valentine remain in the Palace without being known, for all Men thought he was dead. 


In theſe Days there was a King in Hungaria, named Hugen, who heard that Falentine had given o- 


ver the Empire to his Brother Oran: This Hugon came unto Conſtantinople, and was honourably re- 
ceived : After his arrival, he came unto the Lady Clerimond and faid ; I am King of Hungaria, and 
have no Wife, and for that purpoſe am come hither to crave your Love. I know that Valentine is 
dead, or at leaſt he will never return; dear Lady, grant me thy Love, and thou ſhalt be Queen af 


* 


that ſo we may hear Tidings of him“ Aſter this, they brought him Meat and Wine; but he ſpying 
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Hungaria. Sir quoth the Lady, I thank you for your kind proffer, but eo be your Wife I cannes : 
for ſure Valentine liveth, and for ſeven Years every Day I will expect his Return: Beſides my Brothee. 


Orhon and the Green Knight muſt know, for without their Leave I will never marry. 
he went towards Osſon, and demanded of him if he heard any News of his Brother. 


Then 
Great 10 4 


King, quoth Orſen, no, but I have had a Letter from him, which his Wife delivered me 


which certifieth that he is 


gone to Exile, and beareth about him half the Ring he was marri- 


ed withal; the other half he left to Clerimond, charging her that ſhe believe nothing of him 


till ſhe ſee the other half which he poſſeſſeth. 
he was a worthy Knight. 


The Gods be his ſpeed quoth Hagen, for 


_ 4 4 


But one thing, quoth Hugen, 1 have more to acquaint you wien 


I am determin'd to take a long Journey to Feru/a/em, to viſit the holy Shrine, ſo you would 


bear me Company. 
long with us the Green Knight, who is King thereof. It ſhall be ſo, quoth Hugon. So Orſon ta- 
king Leave of his Wife Gg/azy, went to Angory, and there was receiv'd with great Joy. Having 
feaſted there, they took their Way to Jeruſalem. Being come into the City, while they were be- 


holding divers Monuments, Hugen ſtole away from them to the King of Fury, and ſaid, I haven * 


Meſſage 10 deliver worth your Attention: There is newly arrived here two Knights who are 


ther, and ſaid to Hugon; Can you deliver me theſe two Knights ? Yes, ſaid the Traitor, ſo you 
would give me their Royal Seals: Sir, 
Then hearken, ſend to the Patriarch's 3 


4 


he will tell you where they are. The King 
ſoon 


your greateft Enemies; for they ſlew King Brandifer, King Lucar, and your Brother the King 
of India. When Robeſire heard all that he could ſay, he was ſorry for the Death of his Bro- 


With all my Heart, quoth Orſon, but let us go to Augory and take a. 


- 


| 
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(quoth he) them and much More will I give vou. 
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ſoon ſent out eight hundred armed Men, who found them at Dinner, took them, and brought them 
to the King. Falſe Enemies, quoth the King, to our Lives and Religion; my Heart leapeth for ſoy 
that I have got you; and there is another called Valentine, had 1 him alſo, I would uſe you all alike ; 
Then he cauſed their Seals to be taken away and given to Hugor, and they to be caſt into a Dungeon, 
to be fed only with Bread and Water. Now all this while they knew not what was become of Hg, 
for they thought he had been ſtain by the Sarazers, but he was plotting with another Traytor in the 


City called Galeran, and began thus to ſalute him: Galeran, my Deſire is to employ your Secrecy in 
a Matter of Importance, and I will reward you ſufficiently. Uncle, quoth G-/eran, fear not, I know 
your Drift, you would obtain fair Cierimend: True, {aid Hygon, therefore let us write a Letter in the 


Name of Orſon, and ſeal it with his Seal, and the Letter ſhall be thus worded : 


R/on, by the Power of the Gods, Emperor of Greece; unto the thrice renowned Sovereign Lady 
1 my Mother, unto you my Love Galaxy, and my Sitter Cicrimond, greeting. Know this that! 
© © many Things are fallen out contrary to our Expectation, which are here ſet down and requires Pati- 


\ 


* ence. Ladies, know that I have found my Brother Valentine on his Death Bed at Jeruſalem, and a 


little before his laſt Gaſp, he charged me to ſalute the Lady Clerimond in his Name, and command. | 


ed her, that if ever ſhe marry again, ſhetake ſome Prince to her Huſband, The Cauſe why he ſent 
* notthe Half-ring was, that it was ſtolen from him in his Sickneſs,” | 


The Letter thus finiſhed, Hugon wrote another in the Name of Orſen and the Green Knight, ſaying : 


: R well beloved Siſter, there has been enough ſaid about our Brother Valentine, therefore, we 
« 


wiſh you (for the great Beauty wherewith you are adorned) firit, to accompliſh the Deſire of 


the Dead; ſecondly, to encreaſe your Honour, we deſire you to match with Hagen King of Hunga- 
ria, as you will avoid our Diſpleaſure: And for further Authority, we have ſealed theſe Letters with 
our Seals. Again know that we cannot yet return; for great War is fallen between the Infidels and 


Chriſtians. So we leave you to the Tuition of the Gods.” 


Theſe Letters being ſealed, Hugon gave them to Galeran to bear to Conſtantinople, himſelf following 
after, by this means thinking to get the Lady, Galeran being in Conſtantinople, delivered the Letters 
to the Lady Belliſaut, who commanded that he ſhould be highly feaſted. Afterwards ſhe called 


one to read them, and Valentine lying in the Hall, heard the Contents thereof. Being read, the Ladies 


grew exceeding ſorrowful for the Death of Valentine; but eſpecially the Lady Clerimond piteouily 
lamented his Misfortunes, ſaying, How unhappy among Women am 1? Alas Valentine! why 
went J not with thee to ſee thy Body laid up ſafe in the Earth? unkind Brother, and Green Knight, 


Why are you ſuch Enemies, to wiſh me to marry ſo ſoon after Valentines Death, ſeeing I have 


loſt ſuch a magnanimous and loving Knight, the Mirror of Chivalry, the Roſe of Honour, 
the Example of Courteſie, and Patron of Truth? Death, haſt thou not one Dart left to ſhoot at this 
poor Breaſt? for ſeeing my Life is nothing but Sorrow, Iwill never have another Huſband ;- but in Sor- 
row will I ſpend my Days. All this Valentine beheld, which he pitied, but fearing to be known, buried 
it in Silence. Pe/li/ant ſeeing Clerimond thus violent ſaid, Daughter be patient, he was my Son. and I 
am ſorry for him at my Heart, but when I conſider he cannot be brought back therewith, I paſs it o- 
ver? rather think on what your Brother and my Son O, ſon doth adviſe you. Good Mother, quoth the 


Lady, ſay no more, for I ſhall never marry ; and then went weeping to her Chamber; and Valentine lay 


under the Stairs, muſing how the Treaſon ſhould come about. Some few. Days after King Hugon came 
to Conflantinople, and was receiv'd with great Honour ; But Clerimond ſhewed him no Favour. Being 
there, he ſaid unto the Empreſs : You have heard of the Death of your Son, for whom J am ſorry ; 


But it is agreed upon that I ſhould marry his Lady. Sir, quoth the Lady C/erimord, I am not 


willing to marry you or any other. All this Treaſon, Fa/entine heard, but in the End, the Matter 
was fo urged, that Hyg had the Lady's Conſent, which much encreaſed his Joy, but it was 


ſhort. 


palintin/ 
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Valentine having ended his Oriſons to the Gods, the Oracle made anſwer to him thus: Valentine get 
thee out of the City, and without the Gates is a Pilgrim; put on his Weeds, then get thee to the 
Palace, and there, before all Comers, reveal the Treaſon practiſed againſt thy Love; for in this Diſ- 
guiſe thou canſt not be known. Valentine did accordingly,” and came to Court in the Pilgrim's Weeds, 
where, in the Preſence of the Ladies, was the Traitor Hugon, even he that uttered ſuch reproachful | 
Words againſt C/erimond : Now Valentine came to Belliſant, ſaying, Lady, I beſeech you ſhew me } 
the Wife of Valentine: At which Eugen bluſhing, replied, Pilgrim, get thee bence into the Kitchen, 
for this is no Flace for thee. Sir, ſaid Valentine, IJ would fain do a Meſſage to her. Wouldſt 
thou? ſaid the Lady, I am ſhe whom thou defireſt to ſee. Then thus, I have lately ſeen your 
Love Valentine, and by me ſendeth Salutations, willing me to ſay, that within three Days he will ©? 
be with you. Pilgrim (quoth the Lady) adviſe well thyſelf what thou Ipeakeſt, for I hear my 
Love is dead. Lady, (quoth the Pilgrim) believe him not, for I proteſt to deliver my Body to 
Death if it be not true as I have ſaid : Hug: hearing theſe Words related, ſecretly mounted his 
5 Horſe, and never returned back. The Ladies on the other Side were amazed at the Pilgrim's 
1 Tale, and offered to feaſt him, but he would not, only ſaid to them: Ladies pardon me I pray, for 
| I have certain Companions in the Town which I muſt reeds viſit : Yet Clerimond would gratify him 

for his News, giving him Money, which he bountifully beſtowed again upon the Servants, Preſently 

after it was demanded what was become of King Hugon. A Damſel ſtanding by ſaid, I ſaw him take 

Horſe, but where heis now I know not. 

Upon theſe Words Ga/erar came in, and they aſked him what was become of his Uncle Hugo, ; who 
making no Reply, Be/liſant grew enraged, and ſaid, you ſhall not eſcape till you have revealed the 
Treaſon Hy#gon hath practiſed againſt us. Then Galeran ſaid, Lady, have Mercy on me, and I ſhall 
tell you all: Say on, I pardon thee. My Uncle is guilty of "Treaſon, and hath fold to the Pagans 
the Emperor Orſon and the Green Knight ; which Tale daunted the Aſſembly; but Galeran was pre- 
ſently hanged, Then Valentine leaving the Habit of the Pilgrim, returned again to the Palace; Cie. 
rimond ſpying him ſaid ; Poor Man, where have you been ? methinks you ſeem diſpleaſed becauſe I 
ſaid I would not marry. Valentine replied not one Word, but left her; yet not contented at his 
Dejection, cauſed a coftly Quilt to be brought for him to lie on, but he refuſed. 

King Fury having O-/on and the Green Krzght in Priſon, cauſed them to be brought before him, and 

| ſaid: Lords, you are at my Mercy, therefore, I vow' you ſhall never eſcape with Life except you re- 
ſign back the City of Angory. Or/on *replied, We will never conſent hereunto except you give He gon 
unto us. The King ſaid unto them: ſpeak not of him, for he is the Traytor, that hath delivered ou 
into my Hands, and he hath your Seals. Orſon and the Green Knight marvelled much thereat, and 

ſwore they would be revenged on him. | - | | DM 

Now it fell out, that theſe Priſoners were obliged to yield to the King's Command, and returned 
to Conſtantinople : Being come home, Clerimond told them that ſhe had heard Tidings of Valentine, 
which rejoiced Oren, who lying with his Wife that Night, got a Son called Merant, who after ruled 
Angory. Not long after, Orſen raiſed an Army of Men to go to Angory, which when Hugon heard, 
he offered him the City, and four Horſe Loads of Gold; and if any there durſt call him Traitor, 
(Orjon excepted) he would fight with him. The Green Knight accepted this Challenge; ſo arming them 
ſelves the Green Knight came firſt into the Lift. All things ſet in order, they encountered each other 
with their Spears, next with their Swords; at laſt the Green Knight gave Hugon ſuch a Stroak on his 
Helm that he cut away part of his Head, ſo that he fell into a Swoon ; thus was the Green Knight Con- 
queror. Hugon reviving again deſired a Confeſſor, and unfolding the Treaſon, died in the Place. 
Or/on nevertheleſs, cauſed his Body to be ſumptuouſly interr'd. At laſt Hugon's Treaſon being blown+ _ 
abroad, they delivered the City to the Emperor Orſen. This being ended, they returned into Cos- 
flantinople; but Clerimond marvelled ſhe had net heard of Valentine. | Re SS, 
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Leiter, and knowing the half Ring, ſaid: Lords, we ſhall ſhortly hear News of Valentine. So a Se- . 


their Father to his Grave. 


Tl HISTORY of VALENTINE ard ORSON. © 


, CHAT. ALI | | 

How at the jewen Tears End, Valentine died in the Palace of Conſtantinople ; and how Orſon turned 

8 | Hermit. ; | d 

T' the end of ſeven Years Valentine fell into a mortal Diſeaſe, whereof he died; before his Death © 

an Angel appeared unto him ſaying : Valentine, thy Glaſs is run out, for within four Hours ſhalt © 

thou die: At which he greatly rejoiced, and made a Sign for Pen, Ink and Paper: when he got it, 
he wrote that it was he that appeared like a Pilgrim, and diſcovered the I'reaſon. After putting his F 


Name to it, he cloſed up the Paper, putting in the other half of the Ring that he had kept. Short! * 


after he laid him down and died. When Orhein ſaw that he was dead, he was troubled in Mind. The 
poor Man being dead, held the Paper in his Hand, which On would have taken out but could not, 5 
then Tame Clerimond, and as the laid hold thereon, the Hand opened itſelf. Clerimomd broke open the 


cretary was call'd to read it; at the reading thereof great Lamentations were made, eſpecially by Ce- 
rimond, who falling on the dead Body, ſaid. Alas ! have I loſt all my Joy, Comfort and Hope ; that 
my Lave ſhould die fo near my Perſon and 1 not know of it.“ Now great Preparations were made for 
his Funeral Rites, who was interr'd with great Magnificence in Con/!antinople. Clerimond after betook | 
her to a ſingle Life, Thus having ſhewa the Death of Yaſeziine, and what became of Clerimond, let 
us return to Orn, who ruled the Empire of Greece ſeven Years, and by his ſecond Wife Galagy had 
a Son named Morant, who afterwards was King ot Angory. To 

After theſe ſeven Years were expired, Ga/azy died, for whom O-/5z was exceeding ſorrowful, and 
in the end betook him to the Woods, feeding on Bread and Roots, It happened one Night that he 5 
ſaw a Viſion, which ſeemed to him more glorious than his Tongue could utter. After this Viſion hgͥe 
awaked, and being aſtoniſhed thereat, with Tears he came to the Green Knight, and faid : Sir, I fee ©. 
the Uncertainty of the World, for which I am ready to reſign my Eſtate and Children unto you, See 
them well educated, that they may be fit to govern ſuch a People, for I will ſpend the Remainder of 
my Days in ſolitary Contemplations. - | — 

When the Greer Knizht heard theſe words he wept bitterly, but Orſon comforted him ſaying, Weep 
not, but pray for me, as I will for you, that you may accompliſh that which I put you in Truſt withal. 

So taking his Way towards the Wood, he there ſpent the remainder of his Days. The Green 
Knight after ſo governed his Children, that they carefully ſpent their Time on Earth, and followed 
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